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INTRODUCTION. 

To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  and 
Special  Services  Sub-committee  of  the  Education  Committee. 

In  the  minds  of  most  people  1954  will  be  remembered  for  the  dull,  chill,  sunless 
weather  that  culminated  in  persistent  and  monotonous  rainfall  from  July  practically 
without  interruption  to  the  year  end. 

Leaving  aside  the  depressing  effect  on  the  human  mind  of  this  climatologically 
dreary  year,  for  there  is  no  evidence  available  to  assess  its  effect,  there  is  in  terms  of 
vital  statistics  a  relatively  satisfactory  picture  with  infant  mortality  not  only  hitting 
a  new  local  low  record  but  getting  below  for  the  first  time  the  average  rate  for  the 
160  Great  Towns,  and  tuberculosis  mortality  and  morbidity  both  receding.  Attention 
is  drawn  to  the  comments  on  mortality  in  the  first  chapter  of  the  report  and  to  the 
need  for  a  recognition  of  the  etiological  factors  commonly  associated  with  death 
today,  particularly  where  the  individual  has  not  attained  the  allotted  span. 

This  is  the  age  of  chemical  therapeutics  and  within  the  past  twenty  years  a 
revolution  has  occurred  in  the  treatment  of  microbic  disease,  but  in  appraising  the 
magnificent  results  obtained  by  this  direct  attack  on  the  infecting  organism  there 
should  be  no  losing  sight  of  the  older  and  fundamentally  more  valuable  method  of 
building  up  bodily  immunity  and  creating  a  high  level  of  resistance,  both  general  and 
specific,  to  disease.  In  addition  to  the  well  tried  measures  against  smallpox  and 
diphtheria  and  the  more  recently  added  immunisation  against  whooping  cough  this 
year  has  seen  the  start  of  the  B.C.G.  immunisation  of  school-leavers.  There  remains 
for  the  present  the  dread  scourge  of  poliomyelitis  the  solution  to  which,  despite  the 
American  debacle,  clearly  lies  in  an  immunisation  procedure.  It  may  be  that  at  no 
distant  date  active  measures  can  be  taken  against  this  disease  also. 

The  annual  review  of  the  work  of  a  health  department  brings  to  mind  a  com¬ 
parison  with  the  line  of  a  rising  tide  on  a  sea-shore.  The  broad  picture  is  one  of  slow 
but  inexorable  advance  with  periods  when  the  general  progress  seems  less  rapid 
than  at  others  and  always  with  provocative  local  surges  forward  sometimes  at  one 
point,  sometimes  at  another,  with  ground  gained  solidly  here,  and  a  recession  there, 
where  the  attack  has  been  ill-planned  or  the  resistance  for  the  time  being  too  great. 
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This  year  sees  material  progress  in  the  field  of  mental  health  with  a  marked 
qualitative  strengthening  of  the  staff  and  the  blossoming  into  lull  flower  of  an  excellent 
occupation  centre.  Secondly,  it  has  at  last  been  possible  to  mount  a  large  scale 
attack  on  unfit  housing,  an  attack  that  will  be  pressed  with  vigour  during  the  next 
few  years.  Continuous  study  of  the  problem  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  the  town  has 
been  carried  out  with  a  view  to  the  introduction  of  more  comprehensive  measures 
whilst  active  consultations  on  individual  industrial  problems  have  been  pursued. 

Improvement  in  the  facilities  available  has  been  achieved  by  the  opening  of  the 
clinic  at  Tulketh  Road  and  the  dental  surgery  at  Eldon  Street,  but  it  is  melancholy 
to  note  the  laggard  progress  of  the  new  building  projects,  the  central  clinic  at  Saul 
Street  and  the  hostel  at  Gamull  Lane. 

Otherwise  the  services,  both  old  and  new,  carried  on  unspectacularly  but 
efficiently,  meeting  within  their  limits  the  needs  of  the  people  as  they  were  brought 
to  notice.  Much  of  the  work  in  a  health  department  is  without  colour  and  lacking 
in  drama  and  much  of  it  now  falls  into  a  category  whereby  only  when  it  is  carried  out 
badly  or  not  at  all  is  the  public  aware  of  its  existence.  Nevertheless,  it  is  essential 
work  and  each  in  his  own  sphere  by  the  extent  of  his  effort  contributes  to  the  total 
picture  that  is  the  subject  of  the  annual  review. 

Certain  data  from  the  Registrar  General’s  census  report  for  1951  have  been 
included  as  an  appendix  in  view  of  their  significance  and  to  make  them  more  readily 
available  for  detailed  study. 

J.  S.  G.  BURNETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Senior  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Prin¬ 
cipal  School  Medical  Officer  and 
Port  Medical  Officer 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Deputy  Principal  School  Med¬ 
ical  Officer  and  Deputy  Port 
Medical  Officer  ... 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  and 
School  Medical  Officers 


Chest  Physician 


J.  S.  G.  Burnett,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 


F.  S.  Melville,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


G.  F.  A.  McLean,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

K.  Dowling,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

N.  Ridehalgh,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

J.  J.  Connolly,  L.R.C.P.I.,  L.R.C.S.I.  (resigned 
30.9.54). 

L.  G.  Samuel,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

J.  H.  Walsh,  L.R.C.P.I.,  L.R.C.S.I.,  D.P.H. 
(appointed  4.1.54). 

C.  D.  Baugh,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.O.G. 
(appointed  1.11.54). 

W.  Griffel,  M.D.  Vienna,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S., 
Ed.,  L.R.F.P.S.  Glas. 


Clinicians  undertaking  Con¬ 
sultative  Work — 

Consultant  Obstetrician  ... 


R.  H.  J.  M.  Corbet,  F.R.C.S.L,  F.R.C.P.L, 
F.R.C.O.G. 


Consultant  Oto-rhino  larynologist 
Consultant  Orthopaedic  Surgeon. . . 
Consultant  Paediatrician 
Consultant  Psychiatrist  ... 
Consultant  Orthodontist  ... 
Ophthalmic  Surgeons 


J.  A.  Kersley,  F.R.C.S.,  D.L.O. 

R.  S.  Garden,  M.Ch.Orth.,  F.R.C.S. 

A.  G.  Hesling,  M.R.C.P.,  D.C.H. 

C.  S.  Parker,  M.D.,  D.P.M. 

F.  D.  Rowe,  L.D.S. 

*W.  Sykes,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F.P.S. 
*D.  Plum,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.T.M. 

*J.  Matthews,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Principal  School  Dental  Officer  . . . 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  ... 

V  eterinary  Officer ... 
Superintendent  Health  Visitor  ... 

Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Mid¬ 
wives 

Superintendent  District  Nurse  . . . 


J.  C.  Knowles,  L.D.S. 

E.  Owen,  M.R.San.L,  M.S.I.A. 

F.  J.  Proctor,  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.V.S.,  D.V.S.M. 

Miss  E.  W.  SowERBY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.’s 
Certificate. 

Miss  F.  L.  Holmes,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Miss  H.  M.  Hodgson,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N. 
(resigned  31.12.54). 
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Domestic  Help  Organiser 
Speech  Therapists 


Physiotherapists  ... 


Psychiatric  Social  Worker 
Lay  Administrative  Assistant 


Miss  S.  E.  Doherty. 

Mrs.  D.  A.  Logan,  L.C.S  T. 

*Mrs.  J.  Spencer,  L.C.S. T. 

Miss  S.  E.  Phizackerley,  L.C.S.T. 

Miss  E.  B.  Manning,  S.R.N.,  C.S.M.M.G., 
M.E.,  L.E.T. 

Miss  A.  R.  Harrison,  C.S.M.M.G.,  M.E., 
L.E.T. 

Mrs.  G.  E.  C.  Ibbotson,  C.S.M.M.G.,  M.E., 
L.E.T.,  M.A.O.T. 

*Miss  E.  J.  Alexander  (died  23.4.54). 

*Mrs.  J.  Broome,  M.C.S.P.,  M.E.,  L.E.T. 

(appointed  6.7.54). 

Mrs.  K.  M.  Ryden,  P.S.W.  Cert. 

R.  Harrison,  Cert.  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.J.B. 

^Part-time. 


Committee  concerned  with  Public  Health  matters. 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Duties,  powers  and  functions  of  the  Council  delegated  to  the  Health  Committee 

subject  to  the  confirmation  of  their  proceedings  by  the  Council  : — 

(a)  all  matters  relating  to  the  health  of  the  borough  and  the  prevention,  notification 
and  treatment  of  disease,  not  otherwise  delegated  to  this  or  some  other  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Council  ; 

(b)  the  superintendence  of  the  department  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (other 
than  those  officers  mainly  attached  to  services  administered  by  other  com¬ 
mittees)  and  the  appointment  of  sanitary  inspectors  ; 

(c)  the  Rag  Elock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951  ;  the  Fabrics  (Misdescription) 
Act,  1913,  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926,  the  Agricultural  Produce 
(Grading  and  Marking)  Acts,  1928  and  1931,  the  Riding  Establishments  Act, 
1939,  and  any  Orders,  Rules,  Regulations  or  Byelaws  having  effect  under  any 
of  the  said  Acts  ; 

(d)  the  provisions  of  the  Nurses  Acts,  1943  and  1945  ; 

(e)  as  the  Port  Health  Authority  ; 

(f)  as  the  Local  Health  Authority  under  the  National  Health  Service  Acts,  1946 
to  1952  ; 

(g)  Part  III  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  relating  to  the  provision  of 
residential  and  temporary  accommodation  and  the  provision  of  welfare  services 
for  handicapped  persons  ; 

(h)  Part  IV  of  the  National  Assistance  Aet,  1948,  except  the  registration  of  charities 
for  disabled  persons  ; 

(i)  the  provision  and  maintenance  of  public  sanitary  conveniences. 
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Duties,  powers  and  functions  of  the  Council  delegated  to  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  : — 

(a)  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1950,  for  the  purpose  of  which  the  committee  shall 
be  the  executive  committee  ; 

(b)  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933  to  1954  ; 

(c)  the  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Acts,  1852  to  1941  ; 

(d)  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  local  Acts,  so  far  as  they  relate  to 
health  and  sanitary  matters,  and  in  particular,  but  without  prejudice  to  the 
generality  of  the  foregoing  delegation,  the  following  provisions  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  viz.  : — 

Sections  39  to  41  ;  44  to  52  ;  56  ;  58  ;  83  to  86  ;  Part  III  ;  Sections  124  ; 
138  to  141  ;  Parts  IX  and  X  ;  Sections  259  to  261  ;  268  ;  269  and  288. 

(e)  the  Housing  Acts,  1936  to  1952,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  insanitary  property  and 
overcrowding  ; 

(f)  Part  I  (Health  General  Provisions)  and  Part  VIII  (Home  Work)  of  the  Factories 
Act,  1937  ; 

(g)  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1938  to  1950  (except  Sections  44  to  56  inclusive  of 
the  1938  Act)  and  the  Merchandise  Marks  Acts,  1887  to  1926  ; 

(h)  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts  relating  to  health  and  welfare  ; 

(i)  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  ; 

(j)  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Acts  ; 

(k)  the  Midwives  Act,  1951  ; 

(l)  the  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951  ; 

(m)  the  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act,  1952. 

(n)  Part  II  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
granting  and  revocation  of  certificates  that  the  conditions  justifying  increases 
of  rents  of  dwelling  houses  are  not  fulfilled. 

SUB~OOIVIIVIITTEES  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Mental  Health  Services  Sub-committee. 

Duties  under  the  Lunacy,  Mental  Treatment  and  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  and 
the  care  and  after-care  of  persons  suffering  from  mental  illness  or  defectiveness. 

Domiciliary  Services  Sub-committee. 

Duties  relating  to  the  care  of  mothers  and  young  children,  midwifery,  health 
visiting,  home  nursing,  vaccination  and  immunisation,  prevention  of  illness,  care 
and  after-care  (except  of  persons  suffering  from  mental  illness  or  defectiveness)  and 
domestic  helps. 

Homes,  Hostels  and  Welfare  Services  Sub-committee. 

Duties  concerned  with  the  provision  of  residential  accommodation  for  the  aged 
and  infirm  and  others  in  need  of  care  and  attention,  the  provision  of  temporary 
accommodation  for  persons  in  urgent  need  of  such  accommodation,  and  the  regis¬ 
tration  and  inspection  of  disabled  persons'  or  old  persons’  homes  provided  otherwise 
than  by  the  local  authority,  and  with  the  provision  of  welfare  services  for  the  blind, 
deaf  and  dumb,  crippled  and  others  suffering  from  disabilities. 


10 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  tlie  Area. 


Area 


(acres)  5,963.5 
118,400 


Population  (Registar  General’s  mid-year  estimate,  1954)  ...  . 

(Census,  April  1951 — 119,250) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  according  to  Rate  books  (as  at  1.4.54)  ...  36,779 

Rateable  Value  (as  at  1.4.54)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £788,707 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (Financial  year,  1954-55)  ...  ...  £3,246 

Total  cost  of  services  administered  by  the  Flealth  Committee  and  the  Special  Services 
Sub-committee  of  the  Education  Committee  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1955  : 


Expenditure 

Income 


.  £341,168 

.  £170,586 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 
population 


Crude  * 

Adjusted 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Rate 

Rate 

Live  Births  . . . 

1,823 

928 

895 

15.40 

15.40 

Legitimate 

1,721 

866 

855 

14.54 

14.54 

Illegitimate  . . . 

102 

62 

40 

0.86 

0.86 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year 

of  age  :  50. 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  : 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

27 

29 

27 

Number  of  Still-births  :  46. 

i 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  :  25.23. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  month  :  33. 


Neo-natal  mortality  rate  :  18.10  per  1,000  live  births. 

Deaths — nett  :  1,407.  Rate  per  1,000  population  :  11.88  (crude  rate), 

12.83  (adjusted  rate). 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  in  hospitals  and  public  institutions  ;  39.59. 

Number  of  Marriages  :  964. 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  child  birth  :  1. 

Deaths  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births 

From  Sepsis  ...  ...  1  0.54 

From  other  causes  ...  —  — 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  :  230. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  :  1. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  :  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  :  Nil. 

*  Area  comparability  factor  :  Births  ...  1.00 

Deaths  ...  1 .08 
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Table  1. 

Comparative  Statement  of  Vital  Statistics. 

Year  1954. 


^1 

S’  1  Birth  Rate 
to  j 

Death  Rate 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

Death  Rate 

from  Phthisis 

Death  Rate 

from  other 

Tub.  Diseases 

Maternal  Mortality 
Rate  (per  1,000 
Total  Live  and 
Still  Births) 

Y  ear 

1954  1 

j 

Average 

5  vears 
1949-53 

Maternal 

causes  exclud¬ 

ing  abortion 

Due  to 

abortion 

Total 

maternal 

mortality 

1 

England  and  Wales 

11.3 

25.5 

29 

* 

0.58 

0.11 

0.69 

160  Great  Towns 

16.8 

12.0 

29.1 

33 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Birkenhead 

17.7 

12.7 

28.5 

34.8 

0.16 

0.02 

0.37 

. — 

0.37 

Burnley  ... 

14.86 

13.76 

31.46 

36.62 

0.17 

0.02 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Bury 

14.66 

14.25 

33.0 

30.0 

0.24 

0.02 

1.14 

— 

1.14 

Halifax 

14.6 

14.9 

33.05 

31.56 

0.18 

0.02 

0.68 

• — 

0.68 

Liverpool 

20.0 

11.4 

31.0 

37.0 

0.29 

0.01 

0.37 

0.12 

0.49 

Manchester 

16.94 

12.2 

29.47 

35.24 

0.27 

0.03 

0.41 

0.08 

0.49 

Oldham  ... 

14.26 

15.07 

26.81 

38.39 

0.20 

0.02 

- — ■ 

— 

• — ■ 

Preston . 

15.4 

11.88 

27.0 

35.0 

0.19 

0.008 

— 

0.54 

0.54 

Rochdale 

14.3 

13.8 

23.0 

42.0 

0.15 

0.01 

— 

0.78 

0.78 

Salford  ... 

16.72 

12.02 

30.0 

39.6 

0.23 

0.01 

1.36 

■ — • 

1.36 

St.  Helens 

17.0 

10.9 

41.0 

40.0 

0.25 

0.01 

1.03 

0.52 

1.55 

Stockport 

14.8 

12.4 

37.81 

35.18 

0.08 

0.03 

0.92 

■ — 

0.92 

Wallasev 

16.88 

10.88 

25.12 

30.98 

0.11 

0.03 

— • 

— ■ 

• — ■ 

Wigan 

14.75 

11.37 

27.0 

42.6 

0.29 

0.01 

— 

— 

— 

* 


NOT  AVAILABLE, 


Table  2. 

Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1954  and  previous  ten  years. 
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Population. 


The  estimated  population  of  the  area  of  the  borough  at  the  30th  June,  19v54, 
was  118,400.  This  is  a  fall  of  vSOO  and  continues  the  regular  slight  downward 
trend  since  the  census  of  1951. 

The  statistical  data  throughout  this  report  are  based  on  the  mid-year 
estimate  of  118,400. 

The  estimated  mid-year  home  population  of  children  under  15  years  was 
26,1200. 


Births. 

Live  births  referable  to  the  town  amounted  to  1,823  representing  a  birth 
rate  of  15.40  per  thousand  of  the  population  compared  with  a  rate  of  15.20  for 
England  and  Wales  and  a  local  rate  of  16.10  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate 
both  local  and  national  continues  to  fall  slowly  from  the  peak  reached  in  1947. 

102  illegitimate  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  which  is  an  increase 
of  15  over  the  last  year  and  a  rate  variation  from  0.73  to  0.86  per  thousand 
live  births. 

The  mortality  rate  amongst  infants  born  out  of  wedlock  was  29  per  thousand 
live  births. 


Table  3. 


Number  of  Births  registered  in  the  various  wards. 


Ward 

Estimated 

Population 

Births 

Rate  per 

1,000  population 

Ashton 

9,960 

204 

20.5 

Avenham  ... 

7,250 

142 

19.6 

Christ  Church 

5,370 

94 

17.5 

Deepdale 

16,570 

224 

13.5 

Fish  wick 

8,950 

119 

13.3 

Maudland  ... 

10,240 

119 

11.6 

Moorbrook  ... 

7,030 

96 

13.7 

Park  . 

10,900 

156 

14.3 

Ribbleton  ... 

18,160 

325 

17.9 

St.  John’s  ... 

9,830 

138 

14.0 

St.  Peter’s  ... 

8,350 

124 

14.9 

Trinity 

5,790 

82 

14.2 

118,400 

1,823 

Deaths. 


Deaths  referable  to  Preston  amounted  to  1,407,  equivalent  to  an  adjusted 
rate  of  12.83  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  11.83  last  year  and 
with  11.3  for  England  and  Wales. 

This  increased  rate  appears  to  be  in  general  no  more  than  a  swing  back 
from  the  abnormally  low  rates  of  the  two  preceding  years,  since  the  increase 
occurs  almost  entirely  in  the  over  65  years  group  and  amongst  the  certified 
causes  of  death  that  can  be  regarded  as  the  degenerative  diseases  of  later  life. 

Though  the  total  number  of  deaths  calls  for  no  special  comment  the  changing 
pattern  of  the  disease  processes  resulting  in  mortality  is  highly  significant. 
Table  9  shows  that  infant  mortality  since  the  beginning  of  the  century  has  moved 
downwards  dramatically  but  irregularly  and  that  the  last  half  a  dozen  years 
have  seen  a  further  downward  plunge  to  the  lowest  rate,  27  per  1,000  live  births, 
ever  achieved  in  Preston.  The  acute  infections  for  a  good  many  years  now  have 
ceased  to  play  a  significant  part  in  the  mortality  tables  and  tuberculosis  not  so 
long  ago  ‘The  Captain  of  the  Men  of  Death'’  is  in  a  phase  of  acute  contraction 
so  far  as  mortality  is  concerned. 

Table  5  brings  out  clearly  the  altered  position  of  tuberculosis  in  comparison 
with  accidents  which  resulted  in  more  than  twice  as  many  deaths  and  of  cancer 
of  the  lung  in  men  which  caused  two-and-a-half  times  as  many  deaths.  Study 
in  the  same  table  of  the  loss  of  working  life  consequent  on  untimely  death 
reveals  the  penalty  inflicted  on  the  town’s  population  by  certain  diseases.  The 
one  thing  inevitable  about  life  is  its  ultimate  conclusion,  but  it  is  reasonable  to 
expect  a  blossoming  to  full  maturity  and  a  maximum  development  in  both  a 
cultural  and  an  economic  sense  of  the  potential  of  each  individual. 

Table  5  shows  that  whereas  most  deaths  occurred  from  cardiovascular 
disease  the  heaviest  toll  of  working  years  was  taken  by  cancer,  bronchitis  and 
pneumonia  and  accidents  amongst  males.  The  age  pattern  in  women,  of  death 
by  accident,  shows  a  marked  increase  in  the  late  stages  of  life,  a  graphic  reminder 
of  the  hazard  of  the  elderly  woman  living  alone. 

Clearly  the  pattern  of  mortality  has  been  changing  throughout  the  years 
and  the  relative  importance  of  road  traffic  conditions,  safety  of  house  fittings, 
atmospheric  pollution  and  the  consumption  of  tobacco  in  the  production  of 
mortality  today,  requires  careful  and  constant  consideration. 

Table  6,  which  gives  corresponding  information  for  England  and  Wales  for 
1953,  the  last  year  for  which  the  information  is  available,  suggests  that  the  broad 
picture  for  Preston  does  not  differ  materially  from  the  national  one. 


TabSe  4. 

Causes  of  Oeatii — arranged  according  to  class,  sex  and  age. 

0- 

M. 

F. 

1- 

M. 

F. 

15 

M. 

F. 

65  and 
over 

M.  F. 

Total 

M.  F. 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

1 

12 

8 

1 

13 

9 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

1 

1 

- - 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— ■ 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

■ — 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— ' 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  ... 

— 

— 

— • 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— • 

' — ■ 

— 

- — 

■ — 

8. 

Measles 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

1 

• — 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

1 

10. 

11. 

Malignant,  neoplasm,  stomach 
,,  lung. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

3 

19 

9 

31 

12 

bronchus 

— 

— • 

— • 

— 

25 

4 

7 

4 

32 

8 

12. 

, ,  , ,  breast 

— 

— ■ 

— - 

— 

— ■ 

13 

— • 

4 

- — ■ 

17 

13. 

14. 

,,  ,,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

6 

plasm 

— 

— 

1 

— 

21 

29 

34 

35 

56 

64 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

3 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

7 

— 

10 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous  system 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

21 

28 

64 

112 

85 

140 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina.  ... 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

41 

18 

67 

47 

108 

65 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . . 

— 

— 

— • 

— • 

3 

3 

2 

7 

5 

10 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

• — 

1 

— 

— ■ 

36 

23 

113 

169 

149 

193 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

— 

— 

— • 

• — 

8 

2 

5 

15 

13 

17 

22. 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

4 

4 

23. 

Pneumonia  ... 

2 

4 

2 

— 

16 

15 

35 

21 

55 

40 

24. 

Bronchitis 

1 

— ■ 

— • 

— • 

16 

2 

13 

7 

30 

9 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

1 

— 

— 

7 

2 

1 

1 

8 

4 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

3 

2 

6 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . . . 

1 

2 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

28. 

Nephritis,  nephrosis... 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

5 

3 

8 

2 

13 

5 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

,  5 

■ — 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

— 

— - 

— ■ 

— ■ 

— 

1 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1 

31. 

32. 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  dis- 

6 

7 

— 

1 

2 

1 

8 

9 

eases 

14 

6 

3 

— 

13 

12 

13 

28 

43 

46 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— ■ 

— 

3 

— 

2 

— 

4 

1 

9 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  ... 

1 

2 

3 

1 

4 

1 

5 

11 

13 

15 

35. 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

11 

4 

2 

2 

13 

6 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- ’ 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

27 

23 

13 

3 

261 

180 

406 

494 

707 

700 

50 

16 

441 

90 

0 

1407 

Table  5, 

Number  of  deaths  from  certain  causes,  death  rates  per  10,000 
population,  mean  ages  at  death,  years  of  “working  life”  lost  and 
years  of  “total  life”  lost  per  10,000  population. 

PRESTON,  1954. 


Cause  of  Death 

Total  Deaths 

Mean 

Age 

at 

Death 

Years  of  Fife  lost 
per  10,000 
population 

Number 

Rate  per 
10,000 
population 

Ages 

15—64 

Total  to 
age  85 

All  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  M. 

F. 

707 

700 

126 

112 

63.4 

67.8 

759 

504 

2,610 

1,777 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

13 

9 

2.3 

1.4 

50.5 

48.2 

28 

23 

76 

49 

Cancer  (all  sites)  ...  ...  ...  ^ 

122 

108 

22 

17 

64.4 

63.2 

88 

85 

411 

311 

Cancer  of  lung,  bronchus  ...  ...  ...  M. 

32 

5.7 

59.8 

33 

132 

Cancer  of  breast  ...  ...  ...  . . .  F. 

17 

2.7 

54.8 

25 

71 

M 

Vascular  lesions  of  c.n.s.  ...  ...  •••  p 

85 

140 

15 

22 

71.2 

73.3 

39 

37 

227 

256 

Coronary  disease  ...  ...  ... 

108 

65 

19 

10 

66 

70 

59 

21 

321 

133 

M 

Other  cardiac  diseases  ...  ...  •••  p 

154 

203 

27 

33 

69.9 

74 

64 

43 

388 

336 

M 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  ...  ...  p 

85 

49 

15 

7.9 

63.6 

61.8 

90 

72 

317 

178 

M 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  •••  p 

6 

3 

1.1 

0.5 

64 

67.3 

4 

1 

20 

6 

Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^ 

22 

16 

3.9 

2.6 

43.4 

60.6 

76 

28 

150 

47 

(These  figures  have  been  compiled  according  to  the  method  advised  by  the 
Registrar  General  in  his  Quarterly  Return,  30th  June,  1954,  page  31.  The 
weights  used  are  therefore  those  based  on  1951-53  national  mortality  experience 
but  they  are  the  most  up-to-date  weights  available). 
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Table  6. 

Number  of  deaths  from  certain  causes,  death  rates  per  10,000 
population,  mean  ages  at  death,  years  of  “working  life”  lost  and 
years  of  “total  life  ’  lost  per  10,000  population. 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1953. 

Abridged 

List 

No. 

Cause  of  Death 

Total  Deaths 

Mean 

Age 

at 

Death 

Years  of  Life  lost 
per  10,000 
population 

Number 

Rate  per 
10,000 
population 

Ages 

15—64 

Total  to 
age  85 

All  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  AI. 

F. 

259,490 

244,039 

122 

107 

64.7 

68.9 

806 

538 

2,491 

1,717 

1 

M 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  p' 

5,447 

2,466 

3 

1 

54.3 

45.9 

29 

20 

73 

39 

10—15 

Cancer  (all  sites)  ...  ... 

45,935 

41,989 

22 

18 

64.7 

65.2 

112 

97 

415 

330 

11 

Cancer  of  lung,  bronchus  ...  M. 

12,881 

6 

61.6 

35 

131 

12 

Cancer  of  breast  ...  ...  ...  F. 

8,158 

4 

62.9 

22 

72 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  c.n.s.  ... 

28,762 

39,307 

14 

17 

72.0 

73.7 

29 

30 

182 

187 

18 

Coronary  disease  ...  ...  ^ 

38,966 

22,785 

18 

10 

67.4 

72.6 

65 

16 

305 

109 

19,  20 

M 

Other  cardiac  diseases  ...  ...  p' 

41,423 

55,929 

20 

24 

73.9 

76.2 

39 

38 

249 

247 

23.  24 

M 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  ...  p’ 

30,754 

21,287 

14 

9 

64.8 

68.6 

93 

54 

293 

157 

26 

M 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. . .  p' 

3,795 

1,331 

2 

1 

64.8 

70.2 

9 

.  2 

34 

8 

33,  34 

Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ^ 

9,135 

5,698 

4 

2 

44.6 

62.6 

90 

26 

170 

59 

i8 


Deaths  in 

Table  7. 

Hospitals  and  Institutions. 

Preston  Royal  Infirmary... 

258 

St.  Joseph’s  Hospital 

. . , 

32 

Chestnuts  Sanatorium 

• . .  • « .  •  •  •  •  • .  • .  •  ... 

— 

Isolation  Hospital... 

« . »  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

9 

Bairstow  Street  Nursing  Home 

. . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

Willows  Convalescent  Home 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

Hospitals,  etc.,  outside  the  area 

Total  ... 

256 

557 

This  figure  represents  39.6%  of  the  total  deaths  and  implies  that  both  the 
main  hospitals  are  playing  a  major  part  in  the  care  of  people  in  the  terminal 
phases  of  illness. 


Table  8. 

Deaths  in  the  various  wards. 


Percentage  of 
total 

population 

Ashton 

Avenham 

Christ 

Church 

Deepdale 

Fishwick 

Maudland 

Moorbrook 

Park 

Ribbleton 

St.  John’s 

St.  Peter’s 

1 

i 

Trinity 

i 

Totals 

8.41 

6.12 

4.54 

13.99 

7.56 

8.65 

5.94 

9.21 

15.34 

8.30 

7.05 

4.89 

Under  1  year 

5 

3 

2 

7 

4 

2 

1 

3 

15 

4 

1 

3 

50 

1 — 2  years 

1 

— 

— 

■ — - 

1 

1 

■ — 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

6 

2 — 5  years 

— 

— 

• — 

2 

• — ■ 

• — ■ 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

6 

5 — 15  years 

— 

— ■ 

— 

1 

1 

— ■ 

■ — - 

— 

1 

— 

• — ■ 

1 

4 

15 — 25  years 

1 

— 

■ — ■ 

— 

— ■ 

1 

■ — ■ 

— ■ 

1 

■ — 

1 

1 

5 

25 — 45  years 

5 

1 

1 

6 

8 

6 

— 

5 

10 

1 

— 

3 

46 

45 — 65  years 

34 

25 

27 

60 

25 

38 

23 

41 

54 

28 

22 

15 

392 

65 — 75  years 

45 

25 

18 

48 

30 

35 

25 

35 

38 

32 

38 

27 

396 

75  and  over 

57 

24 

33 

59 

29 

45 

41 

60 

47 

42 

31 

34 

502 

Total 

148 

78 

81 

183 

98 

128 

90 

146 

170 

107 

93 

85 

1407 

19 


Table  9. 


Comparative  Annual  lumbers  and  Rates  of  Births  and  Deaths. 


Year 

Population 

No.  of 
Births 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Living 

No.  of 
Infant 
Deaths 

Infant 

Mortality 

Maternal  Mortality 

Total 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Living 

Diseas 

Acci( 

P.F. 

es  and 

ients 

Others 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 

1900 

118,902 

3,410 

28.67 

814 

236 

2 

11 

3.80 

2,636 

22.16 

1 

113,117 

3,418 

30.21 

737 

218 

12 

13 

7.31 

2,213 

19.56 

2 

113,766 

3,278 

28.81 

618 

188 

4 

10 

4.27 

1,998 

17.56 

3 

114,404 

3,453 

30.18 

541 

156 

3 

15 

5.21 

1,955 

17.08 

4 

1 15,055 

3,314 

28.26 

609 

183 

5 

12 

5.13 

2,091 

17.83 

5 

115,721 

3,259 

28.16 

490 

150 

7 

12 

5.83 

1,906 

16.47 

6 

116,399 

3,317 

28.49 

665 

200 

2 

13 

4.52 

2,065 

17.74 

7 

117,093 

3,124 

26.68 

495 

158 

1 

11 

3.84 

2,003 

17.10 

8 

117,799 

3,309 

27.56 

516 

156 

2 

11 

3.92 

1,975 

16.45 

9 

118,519 

3.027 

25.54 

416 

137 

5 

8 

4.29 

1,721 

14.52 

1910 

119,253 

2,812 

23.58 

438 

156 

4 

7 

3.91 

1,758 

14.74 

1 

117,216 

2,726 

23.25 

473 

173 

2 

13 

5.50 

1,984 

16.92 

2 

117,630 

2,753 

23.40 

342 

124 

1 

4 

1.82 

1,972 

16.76 

3 

118,070 

2,888 

23.95 

462 

160 

2 

6 

2.77 

2,043 

16.98 

4 

118,514 

2,841 

23.97 

401 

141 

2 

20 

7.74 

1,873 

15.80 

5 

118,118 

2,546 

21.48 

395 

155 

5 

7 

4.71 

2,086 

18.63 

6 

119,611 

2,315 

19.36 

254 

109 

3 

3 

2.59 

1,774 

16.14 

7 

118,993 

2,019 

16.96 

255 

124 

1 

5 

2.96 

1,660 

15.46 

8 

118,595 

1,906 

16.07 

213 

113 

2 

4 

3.15 

1,944 

18.36 

9 

122,168 

2,086 

17.45 

225 

no 

5 

4 

4.31 

1,760 

14.72 

1920 

122,133 

2,984 

24.43 

301 

101 

9 

13 

7.37 

1,659 

13.60 

1 

119,900 

2,811 

23.44 

316 

112 

7 

8 

5.34 

1,595 

13.30 

2 

120,900 

2,482 

20.53 

242 

97 

3 

9 

4.83 

1,662 

13.75 

3 

121,700 

2,426 

19.11 

238 

98 

3 

8 

4.54 

1,676 

13.77 

4 

123,100 

2,328 

18.91 

225 

97 

5 

8 

5.58 

1,714 

13.92 

5 

122,900 

2,174 

17.69 

286 

131 

6 

7 

3.22 

1,787 

14.54 

6 

124,200 

2,160 

17.39 

195 

90 

8 

9 

7.87 

1,596 

12.85 

7 

127,100 

1,892 

14.88 

206 

109 

3 

6 

4.77 

1,785 

14.04 

8 

127,100 

1,916 

15.07 

175 

91 

3 

9 

6.27 

1,614 

12.69 

9 

126,100 

1,967 

15.60 

205 

104 

4 

8 

6.10 

1,772 

14.05 

1930 

126,100 

1,975 

15.66 

145 

73 

9 

4 

6.59 

1,554 

12.24 

1 

120,100 

1,881 

15.66 

165 

88 

5 

5 

5.32 

1,661 

13.83 

2 

118,500 

1,764 

14.89 

149 

84 

4 

6 

5.67 

1,547 

13.05 

3 

117,800 

1,720 

14.60 

150 

87 

4 

3 

4.07 

.  1,577 

13.39 

4 

117,490 

1,670 

14.24 

115 

69 

6 

14 

11.97 

1,611 

15.24 

5 

116,200 

1,742 

14.99 

140 

80 

3 

5 

4.59 

1,578 

14.94 

6 

115,200 

1,663 

14.43 

138 

83 

7 

8 

8.60 

1,624 

15.51 

7 

113,600 

1,590 

14.00 

123 

77 

2 

2 

2.40 

1,614 

15.90 

8 

113,200 

1,766 

15.60 

125 

71 

3 

— 

1.62 

1,473 

14.44 

9 

112,800 

1,713 

15.19 

100 

58 

2 

4 

3.34 

1,535 

15.16 

1940 

108,500 

1,711 

15.77 

157 

91 

2 

10 

7.03 

1,745 

16.72 

1 

111,490 

1,925 

17.27 

137 

71 

3 

4 

3.47 

1,543 

13.84 

2 

110,000 

1,968 

17.89 

107 

54 

2 

4 

2.94 

1,506 

13.69 

3 

109,100 

1,952 

17.89 

132 

68 

2 

2 

1.98 

1,624 

14.89 

4 

108,190 

2,032 

18.78 

120 

59 

— 

1 

0.48 

1,386 

12.81 

5 

108,480 

1,949 

17.97 

99 

51 

1 

— 

0.51 

1,514 

13.96 

6 

114,070 

2,380 

20.86 

134 

56 

— 

4 

1.68 

1,438 

12.61 

7 

116,520 

2,574 

22.09 

178 

69 

1 

— 

0.32 

1,578 

13.54 

8 

118,130 

2,219 

18.78 

86 

39 

1 

— 

0.44 

1,491 

12.62 

9 

119,500 

2,170 

18.16 

94 

43 

1 

— 

0.45 

1,469 

12.91* 

1950 

120,300 

2,101 

17.46 

68 

32 

■ — - 

— 

1,550 

13.39 

1 

118,100 

1,962 

16.61 

68 

35 

— 

3 

1.49 

1,816 

15.99 

2 

119,200 

1,960 

16.44 

63 

32 

— 

— 

■ — • 

1,453 

12.67 

3 

118,900 

1,914 

16.10 

63 

33 

— 

4 

2.04 

1,354 

11.83 

4 

118,400 

1,823 

15.40 

50 

27 

1 

0.54 

1,407 

12.83 

*  The  death  rate  from  the  year  1949  onwards  has  been  adjusted  in  accordance  with  the  area  comparability 
factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  annually.  The  figures  for  earlier  years  are  crude  death  rates. 


Employment  in  the  Area. 

Miss  Wilson,  Manager  of  the  Local  Employment  Exchange  has  provided 
the  following  information 

"The  general  employment  position  during  the  year  1954  showed  that  a 
high  and  stable  level  of  production  was  maintained  in  all  of  Preston’s  many  and 
varied  industries.  Each  month  of  the  year  showed  a  substantial  decrease  in  the 
number  of  men  and  women  registered  as  unemployed  compared  with  the  corres¬ 
ponding  figures  for  1953.  In  many  cases  it  was  possible  to  find  other  work 
immediately  for  those  whose  jobs  came  to  an  end  and,  generally  speaking, 
periods  of  unemployment,  when  they  did  occur,  were  of  short  duration. 

"Unemployment  was  most  marked  during  January  and  Eebruary,  when 
seasonal  work  ended  for  a  number  of  workers  in  the  printing,  mail  order  and 
distributive  industries,  but  many  of  these  people  were  quickly  absorbed  into 
other  industries  as  is  indicated  by  the  decline  in  the  numbers  unemployed  in 
March.  Thereafter,  with  increasing  demands  for  labour,  unemployment  fell 
steadily  until  July  and  from  then  onwards  remained  fairly  stationary  at  a  low 
figure  for  both  men  and ‘women. 

"The  small  number  of  workers  who  were  temporarily  stopped  during  the 
year  gives  an  indication  of  the  stability  of  the  employment  position.  Further 
evidence  of  Preston’s  prosperity  is  to  be  observed  in  the  fact  that,  while  for  the 
country  as  a  whole  the  number  registered  as  unemployed,  taken  as  an  average 
over  the  year,  was  1.3%  of  the  working  population,  in  the  Preston  area  the 
corresponding  figure  was  0.6%. 

"During  the  year  there  was  also  an  encouraging  reduction  in  the  number  of 
unemployed  disabled  persons.  In  November  only  57  disabled  men  and  women 
in  Preston  were  registered  as  unemployed  which  was  the  lowest  number  recorded 
since  the  Disabled  Persons  Employment  Act  came  into  operation.  Of  these, 
twelve  were  considered  fit  only  for  sheltered  employment  and  the  remainder 
were  for  the  most  part  quite  severely  disabled  or  for  other  reasons  had  re¬ 
settlement  problems  which  made  them  difficult  to  place  in  work.  The  special 
Sub-committee  of  the  Disablement  Advisory  Committee  continued  to  give 
valuable  assistance  in  these  cases. 

"The  continued  expansion  of  a  number  of  the  town’s  principal  industries, 
e.g.,  engineering,  vehicle  manufacture  and  rayon  production,  created  labour 
shortages  which  could  not  be  met  locally  and  several  firms  sought  to  recruit 
workers  from  other  areas.  The  shortage  of  cotton  operatives  was  not  so  acute 
as  in  the  previous  year  and  a  number  of  firms  withdrew  their  demands  for 
weavers.  There  were  still  outstanding  demands  for  skilled  workers  in  the  engineer¬ 
ing  industry,  P.S.V.  drivers  and  conductors  and  for  unskilled  workers  of  good 
type  for  training.  There  were  also  regular  demands  for  shop  assistants,  junior 
clerks  and  shorthand  typists. 

"To  meet  urgent  seasonal  vacancies,  men  and  women  who  were  available 
only  for  temporary  or  part-time  work  were  encouraged  to  register  for  employ¬ 
ment  at  the  Exchange.  Over  250  women  were  placed  in  October  and  November 
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in  such  work  and  throughout  the  year  students  on  vacation  were  placed  as 
’bus  conductors,  railway  porters,  shop  assistants  and  on  dairy  and  farm  work. 


“Persons  in  employment  who  were  seeking  a  change  of  employment  made 
frequent  use  of  the  services  of  the  Employment  Exchange  and  for  their  con¬ 
venience  the  Exchange  remained  open  until  7  o’clock  each  Tuesday  evening. 
A  close  liaison  with  the  Department’s  Appointments  Office  in  Manchester  was 
maintained  for  the  benefit  of  persons  with  qualifications  for  posts  of  a  managerial, 
professional  or  technical  character. 


“Men,  women  and  young  people  interested  in  making  Nursing  their  career 
continued  to  seek  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  Nursing  Appointments  Officer. 
Qualified  Nurses,  too,  made  good  use  of  these  services  when  seeking  a  change  of 
post  or  further  training,  or  when  wishing  to  re-enter  the  profession  after  a  period 
of  absence. 


“In  May,  1954,  the  Preston  and  District  Local  Employment  Committee  and 
the  Disablement  Advisory  Committee  suffered  a  severe  loss  through  the  death  of 
their  Chairman,  Sir  William  Ascroft,  who  had  been  associated  with  the  Ministry 
for  over  17  years.  Mr.  William  Seed  succeeded  Sir  William  as  Chairman  of  the 
Local  Employment  Committee  and  Dr.  P.  McK.  Logan  as  Chairman  of  the 
Disablement  Advisory  Committee.’’ 


Table  10. 

Monthly  Unemployed  Register,  1954. 

Men 

Women 

1954 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Wholly 

Temporary 

Wholly 

Temporary 

1954 

1953 

1952 

Unemployed 

Stopped 

Unemployed 

Stopped 

January  ... 

360 

2 

334 

13 

709 

1,506 

1,860 

February... 

396 

3 

295 

10 

704 

1,209 

2,635 

March 

278 

9 

261 

16 

564 

1,028 

3,196 

April 

258 

2 

230 

29 

519 

1,019 

4,125 

May 

257 

12 

225 

37 

531 

917 

4,322 

June 

211 

1 

244 

26 

482 

787 

3,391 

July 

193 

4 

136 

22 

355 

605 

2,686 

August  ... 

196 

3 

159 

21 

379 

715 

2,876 

Sept. 

210 

8 

153 

52 

423 

651 

2,152 

October  . . . 

197 

5 

132 

38 

372 

601 

1,571 

November 

245 

2 

149 

33 

429 

494 

1,104 

December 

222 

5 

122 

13 

362 

477 

1,118 
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Mr.  Richardson,  the  Juvenile  Employment  Officer,  has  furnished  the 
following  figures  in  regard  to  the  numbers  of  juveniles  who  were  unemployed 
during  the  year  : — ■ 


Table  11. 


Number  of  Unemployed  Juveniles. 


Month 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

1953 

1954 

1953 

1954 

1953 

1954 

J  anuary 

34 

13 

17 

6 

51 

19 

February  ... 

11 

10 

22 

8 

33 

18 

March 

14 

14 

9 

3 

23 

17 

April 

46 

136 

29 

89 

75 

225 

May 

4 

7 

7 

8 

11 

15 

June  . 

12 

12 

7 

4 

19 

16 

July  . 

72 

76 

71 

58 

143 

134 

August 

61 

25 

32 

28 

93 

53 

September  ... 

29 

15 

23 

10 

52 

25 

October 

13 

8 

9 

6 

22 

14 

November  ... 

15 

6 

7 

8 

22 

14 

December  ... 

14 

5 

2 

3 

16 

8 

The  figures  show  a  rise  at  each  school  term's  end  when  new  applicants 
attend  at  the  juvenile  employment  bureau,  but  employment  is  readily  found  and 
no  general  problem  of  placement  exists. 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 


I.  CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 
Statistics. 


One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three  live  births  were  registered 
during  the  year,  whilst  45  still  births  occurred. 

Domiciliary  midwives  notified  25.51  per  cent  of  the  total  births,  43.53  per 
cent  were  notified  from  Sharoe  Green  Hospital,  19.75  per  cent  from  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary,  8.96  per  cent  from  St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  1.83  per  cent  notified 
from  a  private  maternity  home  and  0.42  per  cent  from  other  sources. 

At  the  request  of  the  consultant  obstetricians  the  social  circumstances  of 
105  applicants  for  admission  to  Sharoe  Green  Hospital  and  12  applicants  for 
Preston  Royal  Infirmary  were  ascertained  and  in  50  instances  advice  was  given 
that  reasonable  facilities  for  a  domestic  confinement  existed.  The  corresponding 
figures  for  1953  were  198,  17  and  96. 

One  maternal  death  occurred  during  the  year  from  septic  abortion. 

Thirty-eight  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified  during  the  year, 
thirty-four  of  these  being  from  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  and  four  from 
domiciliary  practice,  all  of  whom  recovered  satisfactorily.  These  figures  re¬ 
present  a  proper  interpretation  of  the  definition  of  puerperal  pyrexia  and  an 
efficiency  of  notification  rather  than  an  excess  of  infection. 

Forty-five  still  births  were  notified  during  the  year,  29  from  Sharoe  Green 
Hospital,  4  from  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  1 1  from  domiciliary  practice  and  one 
from  a  private  maternity  home. 

The  estimated  still  birth  rate  was  24.6  per  1,000  as  opposed  to  23.97  the 
previous  year. 

Fifty  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  died,  of  whom  33  were  less  than  one 
month  old  at  the  time  of  their  death  ;  this  gives  an  estimated  neo-natal  death  rate 
of  18  per  1,000  as  compared  with  17.76  last  year.  A  drop  in  the  number  of  deaths 
between  1  and  12  months  of  age  has  resulted  in  an  infant  mortality  rate  of 
27.2  per  thousand  live  births  as  compared  with  33  during  1953,  the  best  yet 
achieved  in  Preston  but  still  appreciably  above  what  has  been  attained  elsewhere. 
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Table  12. 
Infant  Deaths. 


Days 

Weeks 

Months 

_ 

Cause 

0 

1- 

-7 

1- 

-4 

1  + 

2  + 

4  + 

6  + 

9— 

12 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1.  Tuberculosis  (Resp.) 

1 

1 

2.  Tuberculosis  (Other) 

1 

1 

20.  Other  heart  disease  ... 

1 

1 

23.  Pneumonia  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

24.  Bronchitis 

1 

1 

25.  Other  diseases  of  the  respira¬ 
tory  system 

1 

1 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diar¬ 
rhoea 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

31.  Congenital  Malformations  ... 

1 

5 

4 

2 

1 

6 

7 

32.  Other  defined  and  undefined 

causes 

1 

2 

9 

4 

2 

1 

1 

14 

6 

34.  All  other  accidents  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

2 

7 

13 

7 

2 

2 

1 

. 

— 

3 

4 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

— 

27 

23 

There  were  two  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  and  four  cases  of  pemphigus 
neonatorum  notified.  All  recovered  with  treatment. 


Clinic  Premises. 

An  additional  ad  hoc  clinic  was  opened  early  in  the  new  year  at  Tulketh 
Road  to  serve  the  needs  of  the  residents  in  Ashton  and  the  Larches  bringing 
the  number  of  ad  hoc  clinics  in  the  borough  to  three  with  the  already  well 
established  clinics  at  Manchester  Road  and  Cuttle  Street. 

The  rented  halls  at  Strand  Road,  Barlow  Street,  Guttridge,  St.  Mary 
Magdalene,  Walker  Street  and  St.  Mark's  continue  in  use. 

The  building  of  a  comprehensive  all-purpose  clinic  has  started  at  Saul 
Street  on  the  site  of  the  old  baths  and  it  is  hoped  this  will  be  opened  in  1955. 

The  dental  clinic  at  Eldon  Street  was  opened  in  the  autumn  and  should  be 
of  great  value  in  this  heavily-populated  area. 
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Ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics. 

Seven  combined  ante-  and  post-natal  clinics  are  held  weekly. 

Seven  hundred  and  twelve  expectant  mothers  made  3,793  attendances  at 
these  clinics  compared  with  770  and  3,891  in  1953.  Further  comment  is  made  on 
this  matter  in  the  section  headed  Midwifery. 

Sixty-nine  patients  attended  for  post-natal  examination  and  advice  as 
compared  with  69  in  the  previous  year. 

These  do  not  include  women  attending  clinics  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  and 
Sharoe  Green  Maternity  Departments. 

In  April,  1954,  a  consultative  ante-natal  clinic  was  established  at  Manchester 
Road  Clinic  on  one  afternoon  per  fortnight,  where  cases  from  all  the  other  ante¬ 
natal  clinics  could  be  referred  at  or  about  the  34th  week  of  pregnancy  for  a 
check  by  a  consultant,  or  at  any  other  time  during  pregnancy  when  there  was 
concern  about  the  state  of  the  mother’s  condition. 

During  the  year  18  climes  were  held  and  194  mothers  attended  for  the  first 
time  and  41  re-attended. 


Child  Welfare  Olinios. 

Ten  medical  and  three  non-medical  sessions  are  held  weekly  at  the  various 
centres  and  one  non-medical  session  is  held  fortnightly.  25,985  attendances  were 
made  by  children,  which  represents  a  decrease  of  2,286  from  the  year  before. 

The  drop  in  attendances  at  the  child  welfare  sessions  appears  to  have  arisen 
from  various  causes.  Primarily,  the  persistent  inclement  weather  of  1954 
undoubtedly  caused  many  mothers  to  reduce  their  visits  to  the  clinic  to  a  mini¬ 
mum,  whilst  the  continuously  growing  peripheral  housing  estates  are  taking 
more  and  more  young  children  from  the  more  central  parts  of  the  town  to  areas 
that  are  not  conveniently  served  by  the  existing  clinics.  In  addition  the  organi¬ 
sation  of  ad  hoc  toddlers’  clinics  has  caused  a  certain  reduction  in  attendance  at 
the  routine  welfare  sessions  though  it  has  provided  a  much  improved  service  of 
inspection  to  the  group  concerned. 

With  these  factors  operating  in  association  with  a  falling  birth  rate  smaller 
attendances  are  likely  to  be  the  rule  until  new  clinics  are  established  in  the 
housing  estates. 

During  the  year  two  demonstrators  continued  to  attend  every  child  welfare 
centre  at  least  once  per  fortnight  for  the  purpose  of  giving  instruction  to  the 
mothers  in  dressmaking,  toy-making  and  other  novelties. 

The  Preston  and  District  Infant  Welfare  Voluntary  Workers’  Association 
instituted  in  1915  continues  to  render  valuable  aSvSistance  at  the  welfare  centres 
and  to  take  an  interest  generally  in  the  mothers  and  babies  attending  there. 
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WELFARE  FOODS. 

During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Food  discontinued  the  direct  issue  of  welfare 
foods  and  this  function  was  delegated  to  Local  Authorities.  A  special  centre  for 
the  sale  of  welfare  foods  was  established  in  the  Town  Hall  on  the  4th  July,  1954, 
and  from  then  until  December  31st  the  following  foods  were  sold  : — 


National  Dried  Milk 
Orange  Juice 
Cod  Liver  Oil  ... 

Vitamins  A  and  D  (Tablets) 


34,978  tins. 
45,129  bottles. 
7,630  bottles. 
2,996  packets. 


Dried  milk  and  other  nutrients  continued  to  be  sold  at  the  centres  and 
during  1954  totalled  £2,007  against  £1,940  in  the  previous  year. 

The  supply  of  free  nutrients  cost  the  Council  £107. 


ANCILLARY  THERAPY. 

Dental  Treatment. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Knowles,  the  Senior  Dental  Officer,  has  contributed  the  following 
report  ; — 

“In  spite  of  the  depletion  of  the  authority's  dental  staff  from  May  to 
November  the  provision  of  treatment  for  the  priority  classes  has  been  main¬ 
tained  on  the  same  scale  as  in  recent  years.  All  demands  have  been  met,  but 
there  is  still  a  wide  disparity  between  the  numbers  of  patients  referred  for 
treatment  and  those  actually  attending  and  receiving  the  recommended  treat¬ 
ment.  The  fact  that  availability  of  treatment  has  been  confined  to  North  Road 
Clinic  is  thought  to  have  been  some  deterrent  from  attendance  by  many  patients. 
To  overcome  this,  arrangements  are  in  hand  to  render  examination  and  com¬ 
prehensive  treatment  available  at  all  four  of  the  authority’s  dental  clinics  with 
all  available  dental  officers  undertaking  treatment. 


“Work  done  during  the  year  shows  a  slight  increase  in  total  with  a  reduction 
for  children  and  a  considerable  increase  for  mothers,  particularly  in  provision  of 
artificial  dentures.  Detailed  figures  are  given  in  Table  13.’’ 
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Table  13. 

No.  of  patients  provided  with  dental  treatment  and  form  of 

treatment  given. 

Expectant  and 
nursing  mothers 

Children  under 

5  years 

Examined 

58 

95 

Needing  treatment  ... 

56 

90 

Treated 

56 

85 

Made  dentally  fit 

41 

63 

Extractions  ... 

260 

197 

Anaesthetics — Local 

3 

1 

General 

55 

82 

Eillings 

56 

48 

Scaling  and  gum  treatment 

6 

— 

Silver  nitrate  treatment 

11 

67 

Dressings 

32 

28 

Radiographs  ... 

3 

— 

Dentures  provided — 

Complete 

21 

— 

Partial 

14 

— • 

Dentures  re-lined 

■ 

■  '  ■ 

One  session  per  week  is  devoted  to  this  work  at  present.  Now  that  a  fifth 
dental  surgery  has  been  opened  and  with  prospects  of  an  additional  dental 
officer,  it  is  hoped  to  increase  considerably  the  number  of  sessions  devoted  to 
this  work  with  resulting  improvement  in  service  to  the  mothers  and  young 
children. 


Toddlers’  Clinics. 

Toddlers’  clinics  continue  to  be  held  fortnightly  at  Cuttle  Street,  Manchester 
Road,  Barlow  Street,  Guttridge,  St.  Mary  Magdalene’s,  Strand  Road  and 
Tulketh  Road.  Children  between  the  ages  of  two  and  five  are  invited  on  or 
about  their  birthdays  to  attend  for  check-up  and  sufficient  time  is  allowed  for 
each  consultation  so  that  the  mother  and  doctor  can  discuss  any  difficulties. 

3,709  appointments  were  made  during  the  year  and  1,683  children  attended, 
yielding  a  45  per  cent  response. 

This  response  to  invitation  is  remaining  fairly  constant  but  just  over  1,000 
extra  invitations  were  sent  out  and  almost  500  more  consultations  were  carried 
out  than  in  1953.  About  one-third  of  the  increase  is  associated  with  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  new  clinic  at  Tulketh  Road.  The  poorest  response,  as  will  be  seen 
from  Table  14,  is  got  at  Cuttle  Street  and  St.  Mary’s,  Ribbleton. 

Table  14  gives  details  of  numbers  attending  various  clinics. 
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Table  14. 
Toddlers’  Clinics, 

1954. 

No.  referred 

No.  referred 

Clinic 

No.  invited 

No.  who  attended 

for 

specialist 

treatment 

for 

observation 

Barlow  Street 

552 

309 

55.9% 

11 

13 

Cuttle  Street 

589 

206 

34.9% 

36 

1 

Deepdale 

St.  Mary’s 

653 

314 

48.1% 

21 

65 

502 

188 

37.4% 

22 

23 

Manchester  Road  ... 

529 

269 

50.8% 

56 

54 

Strand  Road 

Tulketh  Road  (from  Feb., 

502 

203 

40.4% 

28 

42 

1954)  . 

382 

194 

50.8% 

46 

63 

Totals  ... 

3,709 

1,683 

45.3% 

220 

261 

Physiotherapy. 

This  service  suffered  during  the  year  from  lack  of  effective  staff,  but  by 
the  end  of  the  year  clinic  sessions  were  being  held  regularly  at  Cuttle  Street, 
Manchester  Road,  the  Open  Air  School  and  Tulketh  Road,  the  last-named  clinic 
having  taken  over  the  work  previously  done  at  Barlow  Street.  An  equivalent 
of  seven  sessions  are  devoted  each  week  at  these  four  clinics  to  the  care  of 
children  under  5  years  and  two  full-time  and  two  part-time  physiotherapists 
are  engaged  in  the  work. 

Pre-school  children  treated. 

New  patients  Discharged  Attendances  Sessions  held 

142  119  3,529  516 

In  addition  weekly  sessions  are  held  at  Guttridge,  Manchester  Road, 
Tulketh  Road  and  Cuttle  Street  ante-natal  clinics  to  give  expectant  mothers 
special  instruction  in  relaxation  and  suitable  exercises  to  help  them  in  their 
pregnancy  and  labour. 

Expectant  Mothers  Treated. 

New  patients  Discharged  Attendances  Sessions  held 

40  18  292  93 

Artificial  Sunlight  Therapy. 

This  treatment  is  carried  out  at  Cuttle  Street,  Manchester  Road  and  the 
Open  Air  School. 

The  figures  below  show  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  : — 

New  patients  Discharged  Attendances  Sessions  held 

134  123  1,779  304 
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Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Therapy. 

Facilities  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  ear,  nose  and  throat  con¬ 
ditions  in  pre-school  children  exist  through  the  clinic  run  as  part  of  the  School 
Health  service.  The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  work  done. 

New  cases . 40 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Referred  for — 

Operative  treatment...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Treatment  in  clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

X-ray . . . 12 

Defective  Vision. 

Potential  squint  cases  continued  to  be  referred  to  the  special  squint  clinic 
and  the  following  table  is  a  record  of  the  work  done  on  pre-school  children 


during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  children  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Refractions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Prescriptions  given  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Referred  for  operative  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 

Paediatric  Clinic. 


Seven  cases  were  referred  by  the  medical  officers  in  clinics  to  the  Paediatric 
Out-patient  clinic  at  the  Open  Air  School  for  advice  or  treatment. 


Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  children  referred  by  the  medical 
officers  to  the  orthopaedic  clinic  : — 

Number  of  children  under  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  131 

X-rays  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Recommended  admission  to  hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Classification  of  Defects  : 

Deformities,  congenital 
,,  traumatic 

,,  other  ... 

Rickets 
Paralysis 

Care  of  Illegitimate  Children. 

The  Council  continued  its  general  arrangements  under  this  heading  during 
the  current  year  and  close  liaison  was  maintained  with  the  local  Moral  Welfare 
Councils.  Two  mothers  were  cared  for  at  Brettargh  Holt  Maternity  Home, 
Kendal,  and  two  at  the  Girls’  Hostel,  Lancaster. 


1 

25 

21 

1 


Care  of  Premature  Infants. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-four  Preston  babies  as  opposed  to  155  in  1953 
were  born  prematurely  in  1954,  95  of  those  were  in  hospital  or  maternity  homes 
and  29  in  domiciliary  practice.  Care  of  the  premature  baby  in  the  home  con¬ 
tinues  to  rest  with  the  individual  midwife  under  the  close  supervision  of  the 
superintendent  midwife  until  the  child  attains  6  lbs.  in  weight. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  premature  infants  and  their 
survival  state  at  the  end  of  the  month. 
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Table  15. 

Premature  Infants  Survival  State. 


Trans¬ 

ferred 

to 

hospital 

Died 

first 

24 

hours 

Died 
2nd — 
7th 
day 

Died 

8th— 

28th 

day 

Sur¬ 

vived 

28 

days 

Total 

Babies  born  at  home — 

3  lbs.  4  ozs.  or  less  ... 

1 

1 

Over  3  lbs.  4  ozs.  up  to  and 
including  4  lbs.  6  ozs. 

2 

■ — ■ 

1 

— - 

6 

9 

Over  4  lbs.  6  ozs.  up  to  and 
including  4  lbs.  15  ozs. 

• — • 

■ — 

■ — ■ 

— 

■ — ■ 

Over  4  lbs.  15  ozs.  up  to  and 
including  5  lbs.  8  ozs. 

— 

• — ■ 

— 

■ — ■ 

19 

19 

Total 

3 

— 

1 

— 

25 

29 

Babies  born  in  Private  Maternity 
Homes— 

3  lbs.  4  ozs.  or  less  ... 

Over  3  lbs.  4  ozs.  up  to  and 
including  4  lbs.  6  ozs. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Over  4  lbs.  6  ozs.  up  to  and 
including  4  lbs.  15  ozs. 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Over  4  lbs.  15  ozs.  up  to  and 
including  5  lbs.  8  ozs. 

— 

— 

— 

• — ■ 

3 

3 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

Babies  born  in  Hospital — 

3  lbs.  4  ozs.  or  less  ... 

1 

4 

9 

14 

Over  3  lbs.  4  ozs.  up  to  and 
including  4  lbs.  6  ozs. 

— ■ 

1 

— 

. — 

11 

12 

Over  4  lbs.  6  ozs.  up  to  and 
including  4  lbs.  15  ozs. 

— 

— 

1 

■ — ■ 

17 

18 

Over  4  lbs.  15  ozs.  up  to  and 
including  5  lbs.  8  ozs. 

— 

4 

3 

— 

40 

47 

Total 

■ — ■ 

6 

8 

■ — ■ 

77 

91 

Grand  Totals  ... 

*3 

6 

9 

106 

124 

*  All  3  babies  transferred  to  Hospital  died  between  2nd  and  8th  day. 
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Day  Nursery  Provision. 


The  Council  continues  to  provide  six  day  nurseries  with  a  total  of  263  places 
and  the  average  daily  attendance  for  the  year  was  238. 

Overall,  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  total  attendances  of  801. 


Table  16. 

Summary  of  Statistics,  1354. 


Eldon 

St. 

Fish- 

wick 

Gordon 

St. 

Harting- 

ton 

Rd. 

Isher 

wood 

St. 

Ribble- 

ton 

Ave. 

Total 

Attendances  ... 

...  8,725 

7,691 

9,156 

11,461 

12,455 

8,363 

57,851 

New  children  admitted 

35 

53 

40 

31 

35 

46 

239 

Children  left  ... 

36 

54 

38 

31 

31 

47 

237 

On  Register — - 
January  1st 

48 

44 

48 

53 

60 

44 

297 

December  31st 

47 

43 

48 

53 

64 

44 

299 

On  Waiting  List^ — 
January  1st 

59 

13 

18 

69 

36 

36 

231 

December  31st 

68 

13 

54 

71 

36 

30 

272 

Infection  ; 

Measles 

2 

27 

29 

24 

20 

20 

122 

Rubella 

.  .  .  - 

2 

- - 

- - 

— 

— 

2 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

8 

4 

19 

■ - - 

31 

28 

90 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

5 

1 

— ■ 

— 

8 

Mumps 

... 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

4 

Dysentery 

36 

30 

— 

— 

20 

— - 

86 

Scarlet  Fever 

. . .  — 

1 

1 

. — 

. — - 

- — • 

2 

Gastro-Enteritis 

. . .  — 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

8 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Four  of  the  nurseries  are  recognised  training  centres  for  the  purpose  of  the 
National  Nurseries  Examination  Board  Certificate.  The  course  is  of  two  years 
duration  and  21  nursery  students  were  in  training,  of  whom  nine  obtained  the 
certificate. 


II.  MIDWIFERY. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  25  midwives  were  in  practice  in  the  town  of  whom  15 
were  employed  at  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  two  at  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  two  in 
private  maternity  homes  and  six,  including  the  Supervisor,  in  municipal 
domiciliary  practice. 


The  nurses  employed  in  the  Council’s  domiciliary  midwifery  service,  under 
the  supervision  of  a  whole-time  non-medical  supervisor  of  uiidwives,  performed 
366  deliveries  and  attended  120  deliveries  as  maternity  nurses. 


In  respect  of  another  birth  registered  but  not  notified  it  was  ascertained 
that  the  mother  had  relied  on  her  own  professional  experience  and  had  not 
considered  it  necessary  to  engage  additional  help. 


The  demand  for  hospitalisation  for  midwifery  remains  high  and  since  there 
is  a  fairly  large  number  of  hospital  beds  devoted  to  midwifery  the  ratio  of 
hospital  to  domiciliary  deliveries  in  Preston  is  higher  than  for  the  country  as  a 
whole  and  for  the  north-west  region.  The  position  was  further  complicated  by 
the  development  of  a  shortage  of  domiciliary  midwives  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  so  that  in  the  last  few  weeks  of  the  year  the  domiciliary  service  was  not 
fully  staffed. 


As  a  further  measure  of  co-ordination  in  respect  of  every  woman  attending 
the  ante-natal  clinics  a  case  record  precis  is  sent  at  the  eighth  month  to  her 
family  doctor  whether  or  not  he  has  been  engaged  for  the  confinement.  In 
addition  a  copy  is  given  to  the  midwife  so  that  if  an  emergency  arises  the  doctor 
in  attendance  has  a  history  available  to  him. 


With  the  establishment  of  the  consultative  clinic  attended  by  Mr.  Corbet 
there  is  now  a  fully  comprehensive  service  available  to  mothers  in  Preston. 

The  value  of  the  service  given  is  reflected  in  the  figures  shown  in  Table  17 


All  six  midwives  are  qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air,  and  the  six  gas  and 
air  analgesia  outfits  which  are  available  were  used  in  401  deliveries.  Five 
hundred  and  sixty-four  accouchement  outfits  were  provided  during  the  year. 
Medical  aid  in  accordance  with  rule  E(12)  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  was 
sought  in  35  cases. 


Seven  auto-cycles  are  provided  for  the  use  of  midwives  in  performance  of 
their  duties. 
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Table  18. 

Place  of  delivery  of  Preston  mothers  during  1954. 

Available 

No.  of  Preston 

Place  of  confinement 

beds 

deliveries 

Domiciliary  ... 

487 

Sharoe  Green.  Hospital 

51 

831 

Preston  Royal  Infirmary 

50 

377 

St.  Joseph’s  Hospital 

25 

171 

Maternity  homes 

6 

35 

Other  hospitals 

• — ■ 

5 

Others 

- - 

3 

Totals 

132 

1,909 

These  figures  of  deliveries  relate  only  to  women  normally  domiciled  in 
Preston  and  the  hospitals  undertook  a  large  amount  of  obstetric  work  for  the 
surrounding  areas  also. 


Mothers  and  babies  continue  to  be  discharged  from  the  hospitaJs  on  the 
tenth  day  where  it  is  considered  safe  to  do  so.  631  such  cases  were  supervised. 
In  addition  101  premature  babies,  including  those  born  at  home  and  those  born 
in  hospitals  and  nursing  homes,  were  supervised  on  the  district  by  the  midwives 
until  they  attained  a  weight  of  6  lbs. 


III.  Health  Visitors. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  24  trained  health  visitors  on  the  staff 
including  1  Superintendent  and  1  Deputy  Superintendent.  Each  health  visitor 
spends  half  her  time  on  health  visiting  duties.  In  addition  there  was  1  whole¬ 
time  tuberculosis  visitor. 


The  scheme  of  assisted  training  of  student  health  visitors  has  continued  to 
work  well  and  four  students  attended  the  course  of  instruction  at  Leeds.  All  the 
students  successfully  completed  the  examination  and  have  subsequently  proved 
a  v/elcome  addition  to  the  staff. 


The  prospect  of  obtaining  a  full  complement  of  health  visitors  continues  to 
be  poor,  but  the  present  state  of  the  staff  is  better  than  it  has  been  for  some  years. 


Table  19  sets  out  in  statistical  form  the  number  and  type  of  visits  carried 
out  by  health  visitors  during  the  year. 


Table  19. 

Domiciliary  Health  Visiting. 

Number  of  visits  to  : 

Year  1954 

Births  (first  visit)  ... 

1,846 

Births  (re-visits) 

10,261 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

38 

Children  1 — 5  years,  1st  visits 

143 

re-visits 

17,979 

Expectant  mothers  (first  visits)  ... 

303 

Expectant  mothers  (subsequent  visits)  ... 

448 

Persons  suffering  from  illness,  0 — 5  years 

20 

5 — 15  years 

54 

15-f  . 

309 

Infectious  diseases  ... 

1,598 

Special  visits 

1,080 

Infant  death  investigations 

39 

Visits  to  elderly,  sick  and  infirm  persons 

667 

Tuberculosis  domiciliary  visits 

1,635 

Total  number  of  visits  ... 

36,420 

The  increased  scope  of  health  visiting  is  reflected  in  the  greater  variety  of 
the  work  now  carried  out  and  the  marked  increase  in  the  amount  of  home  visiting 
now  being  done.  The  number  of  visits  paid  for  all  purposes  exceeds  by  3,447 
those  paid  in  1953. 


IV.  Home  Nursing. 

There  is  a  staff  of  one  matron,  one  deputy  matron  and  17  district  nurses  on 
home  nursing.  A  home  is  provided  where  the  matron,  deputy  matron  and  four 
of  the  staff  reside,  the  remainder  working  on  a  non-resident  basis.  Twelve 
autocycles  are  provided  for  the  use  of  the  nurses  to  cover  their  districts  ade¬ 
quately  and  bicycles  are  provided  for  those  who  prefer  them.  The  service  is 
available  at  the  request  of  the  general  practitioners  between  the  hours  of  8  a.m. 
and  10  p.m.  daily  and  emergency  calls  are  undertaken  overnight.  • 

The  number  of  visits  was  slightly  fewer  than  in  1953. 
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Table  20. 

Summary  of  the  work  of  the  District  Nurses. 

No.  of  cases 
at  beginning 
of  month 

New 

cases 

Terminated 

No.  of 
cases  at  end 
of  month 

No.  of 
visits 

Conv. 

Hosp. 

Died 

Other 

causes 

January 

298 

309 

251 

20 

21 

9 

306 

5,999 

February 

306 

218 

186 

20 

18 

— ■ 

300 

4,886 

March 

300 

291 

209 

28 

30 

11 

313 

4,319 

April  ... 

313 

333 

285 

25 

32 

13 

291 

5,326 

May  ... 

291 

327 

271 

21 

28 

8 

290 

5,056 

June . 

290 

286 

301 

21 

16 

20 

218 

5,439 

July . 

218 

289 

196 

23 

15 

12 

261 

5,235 

August 

261 

303 

199 

20 

14 

16 

315 

5,613 

September  . . . 

315 

201 

166 

10 

15 

18 

307 

5,403 

October 

307 

212 

170 

13 

10 

4 

322 

3,165 

November 

322 

182 

133 

19 

14 

5 

333 

4,364 

December 

333 

204 

134 

23 

16 

8 

356 

4,754 

Total  for  year 

— 

3,155 

2,501 

243 

229 

124 

— 

59,559 

The  demand  for  the  services  of  district  nurses  appears  to  have  stabilised 
itself  as  will  be  seen  from  Table  21. 


Table  21. 

Visits  paid  by  district  nurses  in  each  of  the  past  five  years. 

Year 

New  visits 

Total  visits 

1954 

3,155 

59,559 

1953 

3,652 

64,527 

1952 

3,110 

64,792 

1951 

3,424 

60,745 

1950 

3,077 

63,994 

Table  22. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  and  complications  of  pregnancy 
visited  during  the  year  by  district  nurses. 

Number 

Visits 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

86 

635 

Tuberculosis 

92 

2,194 

Influenza 

12 

114 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

Abortions  ...  ...  ‘  ... 

7 

54 

Mastitis 

11 

78 

Thrombosis 

— 

— 

Pyrexia 

5 

31 

213 

3,106 
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V.  Ambulance  Service. 

During  the  year  the  ambulance  service  took  over  the  inter-hospital  transfers 
in  the  Preston  group  of  hospitals  and  at  the  same  time  added  to  its  fleet  the 
ambulance  previously  used  for  this  purpose  by  the  group. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  fleet  consisted  of  two  Austin  ambulances,  three 
short  wheel-based  Bedford  ambulances,  two  long  wheel-based  Bedford  am¬ 
bulances,  a  utility  Bedford  sitting-case  vehicle,  a  seven-seater  Bedford  sitting- 
case  vehicle  and  a  Rover  car. 

In  accordance  with  the  committee’s  policy  a  new  Bedford  ambulance  was 
ordered  to  replace  the  oldest  Austin  and  this  vehicle  was  expected  to  be  in 
service  on  the  1st  January,  1955. 

Mileage  and  journeys  show  an  increase  once  more. 

The  staff  has  been  increased  by  one  driver /attendant  and  now  consists  of  a 
station  officer,  three  telephonists,  20  driver/attendants  and  one  attendant. 


Table  23. 

Ambulance  Service — Record  of  journeys  made  and  mileage  covered. 

Month 

Borough 

1950 

Mile¬ 

age 

1950 

Jour¬ 

neys 

1951 

Mile¬ 

age 

1951 

Jour¬ 

neys 

1952 

Mile¬ 

age 

1952 

Jour¬ 

neys 

1953 

Mile¬ 

age 

1953 

Jour¬ 

neys 

1954 

Mile¬ 

age 

1954 

Jour¬ 

neys 

January 

7,661 

1,622 

8,944 

1,992 

8,620 

1,970 

10,327 

2,365 

11,029 

2,791 

February 

6,848 

1,603 

7,898 

1,719 

9,065 

1,910 

9,188 

2,283 

10,349 

2,688 

March 

8,095 

1,904 

8,484 

1,899 

8,820 

1,811 

9,994 

2,492 

11,092 

2,697 

April  ... 

7,627 

1,638 

9,359 

1,958 

8,614 

1,605 

9,342 

2,293 

10,272 

2,474 

May  ... 

7,686 

1,791 

8,297 

1,887 

9,007 

1,856 

9,341 

2,337 

11,087 

2,932 

Tune  ... 

8,061 

1,731 

9,060 

1,946 

9,171 

1,802 

10,048 

2,543 

11,486 

2,757 

July . 

8,461 

1,958 

8,988 

1,774 

9,598 

1,819 

9,717 

2,438 

11,792 

2,581 

August 

7,765 

1,676 

9,157 

1,625 

9,250 

1,836 

10,325 

2,431 

11,627 

2,789 

September  . . . 

7,994 

1,498 

9,394 

1,654 

8,764 

1,854 

10,375 

2,47l 

11,080 

2,787 

October 

8,917 

1,615 

9,059 

1,796 

10,129 

2,323 

11,165 

2,687 

11,471 

2,574 

November 

8,427 

1,877 

7,659 

1,784 

9,401 

2,367 

10,873 

2,738 

13,153 

2,963 

December 

8,401 

1,781 

8,561 

1,914 

9,751 

2,630 

10,957 

2,714 

12,460 

3,165 

95,943 

20,694 

104,860 

21,948 

110,190 

23,783 

121,652 

29,792 

136,898 

33,198 

128  journeys  involving  1,148  miles  were  made  for  Lancashire  County 
Council  and  22  journeys  involving  453  miles  for  other  authorities. 


VI.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care. 

1.  Tuberculosis. 

The  general  arrangements  for  tuberculosis  prevention  and  care  are  reported 
under  the  heading  “Tuberculosis”  on  page  60. 
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2.  Convalescent  Treatment. 

In  1954,  five  men,  six  women  and  three  children  were  sent  to  various  homes 
for  convalescent  treatment. 

One  or  two  convalescent  homes  are  specially  designed  to  give  mothers  who 
are  not  coping  adequately  with  their  family  responsibilities  a  rest,  and  co¬ 
incidentally  some  training  in  home  and  child  management.  One  mother  with 
two  children  was  sent  during  1954.  More  use  could  be  made  of  this  special  type  of 
convalescent  home  if  accommodation  was  more  readily  available. 


3.  Domiciliary  Meals  Service. 

This  service,  whereby  persons  recovering  from  illness  or  in  a  low  state  of 
health  have  been  able  to  receive  a  hot  meal  delivered  in  their  home  has  been 
continued  throughout  the  year. 

Table  24  shows  the  scope  of  the  service  during  1954. 


Table  24. 

Invalids’  and  infirm  Persons’  Meal  Service. 

Number  of 
persons 
receiving 
meals  on 

1.1.54 

Number  of 
new 

recipients 
during  year 

Number  of 
persons 
ceasing  to 
have  meals 
during  year 

Number  of 
persons 
remaining 
at 

31.12.54 

Total  Number 
of  meals 
served  during 
year 

106 

125 

122 

109 

10,341 

4.  Night  Attendant  Service. 

This  service,  inaugurated  in  1951,  was  continued  during  1954  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Home  Help  Organiser.  Run  on  similar  lines  to  the  home  help 
service  it  is  designed  to  relieve  the  burden  on,  and  give  respite  to,  relatives  and 
friends  of  invalids  who  cannot  be  left  on  their  own  with  safety. 

During  the  year  59  cases  were  assisted  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were 
five  night  attendants. 

5.  Provision  of  Nursing  Equipment  and  Apparatus. 

General  nursing  equipment  and  apparatus  are  provided  by  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Association.  This  association  has  for  years  past  had  a  comprehensive 
well-stocked  nursing  equipment  section  available  to  everyone  in  the  town.  Its 
service  has  been  supplemented  directly  by  the  Corporation  by  the  provision  of 
beds  and  bedding,  bed  linen,  nightwear,  bed  blocks,  fracture  boards,  support 
boards  and  other  similar  forms  of  equipment  which  may  be  needed  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  a  patient  being  nursed  at  home. 
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6.  Laundry  service. 

From  time  to  time  circumstances  arise  whereby  a  patient  ill  at  home  is 
unable  to  arrange  for  laundering,  either  by  relatives  or  neighbours  or  through 
a  commercial  laundry,  of  the  bed  and  personal  linen  and  facilities  are  provided 
at  the  Corporation  laundry  for  dealing  with  such  linen.  The  need  is  small  in 
extent  and  is  most  commonly  met  with  in  the  case  of  elderly  people  living  alone 
where  linen  has  not  only  to  be  lent  but  also  laundered. 


7.  Health  Education. 


The  Council  contributes  to  the  funds  of  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education  whose  resources  are  available  for  health  propaganda  purposes. 

The  professional  staff  of  the  department  are  during  the  course  of  their 
everyday  work  giving  help  and  advice  directly  or  indirectly  on  every  aspect  of 
health. 


The  maternity  and  child  welfare  clinics  including  toddlers'  clinics  are  the 
other  large  and  fruitful  fields  for  health  education  either  collectively  or  in¬ 
dividually  to  the  mothers. 

The  shop  window  at  48  Lancaster  Road  has  had  health  education  topics  on 
display  throughout  the  year.  These  displays  are  changed  frequently,  the  material 
being  obtained  from  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  and  from  displays 
made  by  the  members  of  the  staff. 


Topics  displayed  included  “Accidents  in  the  Home",  “Measles",  “Influenza", 
“The  Housefly",  “Smoke  Abatement",  “Eood  Poisoning"  and  “Eunctions  of  the 
Health  Visitor". 


Various  members  of  the  staff  have  given  talks  and  lectures  to  outside 
groups  amongst  whom  have  been  Ribbleton  Men's  Eellowship,  the  Women's 
Co-operative  Guild,  the  Mothers'  Unions  of  Christ  Church  and  St.  Michael's, 
the  Parent  Teachers’  Associations  at  St.  Andrew’s  and  St.  Saviour’s,  the  local 
branch  of  the  National  Association  of  Parents  of  Backward  Children  and  the 
students  for  the  Clerical  and  Administrative  Examinations  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Examinations  Board. 


8.  Problem  Families. 

The  child  neglected  in  its  own  home  has  continued  to  exercise  the  minds  of 
the  staff  of  the  department  and  considerable  effort  and  time  are  consumed  in 
trying  to  rehabilitate  and  help  these  relatively  few  families. 

A  number  of  these  apparently  abnormal  families  have  their  troubles  resolved 
at  one  administrative  stroke  such  as  providing  domestic  help  or  getting  the  child 
into  a  nursery  so  that  the  mother  can  have  time  to  recuperate  and  cope,  and  the 
result  is  that  there  is  no  longer  a  family  with  a  problem. 

The  hard  core  of  the  issue  of  what  might  be  described  as  real  problem 
families  as  opposed  to  families  with  a  problem  however  is  very  difficult  to  solve 
and  even  small  improvement  necessitates  hard  and  long  case  work. 
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To  get  the  fullest  available  information  and  help  for  this  case  worker  the 
co-ordinating  committee  has  continued  to  meet  monthly  and  twenty-seven 
families  have  been  considered.  Three  of  these  families  have  in  fact  been  families 
with  a  problem  which  has  been  solved.  Two  families  have  been  helped  to  re¬ 
habilitate  themselves  and  now  are  considered  sufficiently  integrated  to  merit 
the  discontinuance  of  active  supervision.  Two  other  families  seem  to  have 
settled  down  and,  at  least  temporarily,  resolution  of  their  difficulties  has  occurred, 
but  the  social  worker  is  maintaining  regular  contact.  Eleven  families  have  been 
under  constant  review  throughout  the  whole  of  the  year  and  continue  as  un¬ 
solved  problems  under  active  consideration,  although  it  can  be  fairly  stated  that 
three  of  these  have  shown  considerable  improvement.  With  the  remainder  no 
material  progress  has  been  made. 

Table  25  gives  a  brief  picture  of  the  work  of  the  committee. 


Table  25. 
Problem  families. 


No.  of  families  on  list  1.1.54  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

No.  of  new  families  during  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

No.  of  families  struck  from  list  during  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

No.  remaining  on  list  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 


The  two  following  examples  are  illustrative  of  the  problems  met  with. 

The  first  concerns  a  family,  both  parents  nearing  40  with  three  children. 
The  man  was  frequently  unemployed  and  rarely  at  home,  the  wife  whose  health 
was  unsatisfactory  spent  most  of  her  time  with  the  children  at  her  mother’s. 
The  council  house  in  which  they  lived  was  filthy,  the  bathroom  was  indes¬ 
cribable,  the  little  bedding  that  was  there  was  wet  and  filthy,  the  kitchen  was 
dirty,  there  were  several  broken  windows  and  the  garden  was  completely  un¬ 
cultivated.  By  no  stretch  of  the  imagination  could  anyone  see  evident  even  a 
glimmering  of  home  management.  Persistent  action  over  a  period  produced 
only  slight  and  evanescent  improvement.  A  period  of  imprisonment  for  child 
neglect  occurred  and  subsequently  the  wife  and  children  underwent  convalescence 
and  rehabilitation  at  a  convalescent  home.  After  some  two  years  of  persistent 
effort  it  can  be  said  that  the  husband  is  now  more  or  less  regularly  employed, 
though  he  frequently  changes  jobs,  the  wife  knows  a  little  more  about  house¬ 
keeping  and  from  time  to  time  puts  some  of  it  into  practice.  The  family  also 
still  live  as  a  unit. 

The  second  family  consists  of  two  young  persons  who  now  have  three 
children.  When  they  first  came  to  our  notice  both  parents  had  an  adolescent 
outlook  on  life.  The  father  worked  steadily  and  provided  a  modest  income  but 
was  prepared  to  regard  this  as  the  sum  of  his  parental  duties.  The  wife  fed  her 
child  and  cooked  meals,  but  her  efforts  at  housekeeping  beyond  this  were 
negligible.  By  mutual  arrangement  each  took  alternate  nights  to  stay  at  home 
with  the  child,  the  other  going  out  to  the  cinema  or  to  play  football.  With  the 
inevitable  family  increase  and  the  unsatisfactory  home  conditions  the  mother’s 
health  deteriorated  and  she  became  completely  apathetic  and  unco-operative, 
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even  to  the  extent  of  refusing  to  consult  a  doctor.  Hard  and  persistent  work 
with  this  family  over  more  than  two  years  is  yielding  some  slight  result  inasmuch 
as  the  parents  appear  to  have  become  somewhat  better  adjusted  and  more 
adult  in  their  outlook.  Household  management  is  now  better,  but  constant 
supervision  is  necessary. 


VII.  Domestic  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  supervised  by  a  domestic  help  organiser.  In  April,  1954,  the 
staff  was  increased  from  70  to  75  part-time  home  helps.  The  service  is  aimed 
at  giving  help  in  the  home  where  circumstances  make  it  difficult  or  impossible 
for  the  family  to  manage  without  assistance.  Priority  is  given  to  maternity 
cases,  elderly  infirm  and  chronic  sick,  and  cases  of  sudden  acute  illness  in  the 
home. 

An  average  of  418  cases  were  assisted  each  month  by  this  service  and  the 
amount  of  time  given  to  each  case  varied  from  three  hours  to  eight  each  day. 

This  service,  combined  with  the  night  attendant  service  and  the  meals 
service,  helps  materially  to  keep  the  infirm  at  home  and  leave  beds  in  hospital 
and  other  institutions  for  even  needier  cases. 

Each  application  for  aid  is  investigated,  an  assessment  of  time  required  is 
made,  the  degree  of  priorit3^  determined  and  the  charge  to  be  paid  fixed.  The 
maximum  charge  is  at  present  2s.  8d.  per  hour  and  reduced  payments  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  a  prescribed  scale  may  be  demanded.  The  minimum  charge  made  is 
4s.  per  week. 

Whilst  in  theory  any  of  the  home  helps  can  go  to  any  case,  in  practice  home 
helps  undertake  particularly  certain  types  of  cases  and  tend  to  be  utilised  for 
the  type  best  suited  to  their  ability  and  temperament. 


Table  26. 

Domestic  Help  Service. 

No.  being  assisted 

1954 

Existing 

New 

Terminated 

at  the  end  of  the  month 

January 

383 

30 

16 

397 

February 

397 

24 

23 

398 

March 

398 

19 

20 

397 

April  ... 

397 

44 

34 

407 

May  ... 

407 

34 

27 

414 

June . 

414 

22 

23 

413 

July . 

413 

19 

15 

417 

August 

417 

16 

13 

420 

September  ... 

420 

25 

14 

431 

October 

431 

27 

18 

440 

November 

440 

23 

14 

449 

December 

449 

19 

38 

430 
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9.  Cerebral  Palsy. 

No  complete  record  of  the  incidence  of  cerebral  palsy  in  the  town  is  available 
but  there  is  fairly  complete  information  regarding  children  of  school  age  com¬ 
piled  from  school  health  sources,  whilst  some  of  the  more  severe  adult  cases  are 
registered  and  known  through  the  welfare  services  section. 

The  cases  actually  known  to  the  staff  are  recorded  in  the  table  below  : — 


Table  27. 


No.  of  known  cases  of  cerebral  palsy  and  epilepsy. 


Ages 

Cerebral  pals}^ 

Epilepsy 

]\Iales 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

—5  . 

4 

3 

7 

3 

4 

7 

5+  . 

8 

5 

13 

3 

6 

9 

10+  . 

6 

4 

10 

11 

7 

18 

15+  . 

8 

4 

12 

6 

2 

8 

20+  . 

6 

6 

12 

8 

5 

13 

30+  . 

2 

1 

3 

2 

8 

10 

40+  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

5 

50+  . 

2 

■ — 

2 

4 

5 

9 

60  +  . 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

70+  . 

— 

■ — ■ 

— 

— • 

1 

1 

Total 

36 

23 

59 

38 

43 

81 

Voluntary  registration  of  any  condition  depends  for  its  success  on  the 
apparent  benefit  to  be  obtained  by  the  persons  invited  to  co-operate.  In  the 
case  of  children  of  school  age  and  under,  registration  is  fairly  complete  for  not 
only  are  the  cases  ascertained  at  routine  clinical  examinations  but  diagnosis, 
supervision  and  care  are  all  available  through  the  orthopaedic  and  paediatric 
clinic  facilities  and  the  special  cerebral  palsy  unit  at  the  Open  Air  School  at 
which  last  six  cases  were  in  attendance  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Since  the  ortho¬ 
paedic  and  paediatric  consultants  hold  clinics  at  the  school  and  are  regularly  in 
consultation  the  care  of  these  cases,  medical,  social  and  educational,  is  fully 
co-ordinated. 

10.  Epilepsy. 

Epilepsy  is  a  condition  which  even  in  the  absence  of  treatment  varies 
considerably  in  severity  from  case  to  case.  Records  are  kept  in  register  form 
only  of  the  more  severe  types  in  which  some  form  of  care  or  regular  supervision 
is  required.  81  cases  were  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Of  the  27  schoolchildren  affected  three  are  in  special  residential  schools  and 
six  attend  the  Open  Air  School.  6  also  suffer  from  mental  deficiency  of  such  a 
degree  as  to  bring  them  within  the  ambit  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts. 

Amongst  the  adult  population  epilepsy  comes  to  notice  as  a  rule  only  when 
assistance  is  sought  to  overcome  some  social  need.  There  is  a  difficulty  from  time 
to  time  in  getting  residential  accommodation  as  a  matter  of  urgency  though 
eventually  cases  have  all  been  placed. 
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Four  men  are  in  epileptic  colonies  and  five  men  also  suffering  from  mental 
deficiency  are  in  mental  deficiency  institutions.  Correspondingly  six  women  are 
in  colonies  and  three  in  mental  deficiency  institutions. 

Contact  is  also  maintained  with  the  Youth  Employment  Officer  in  respect 
of  juvenile  epileptics  and  advice  given  on  the  most  suitable  forms  of  employment. 

Two  men  and  two  women  are  employed  in  open  industry.  One  man  is 
employed  in  a  sheltered  workshop  and  one  woman  does  casual  work.  One  woman 
attends  the  social  centre  for  handicraft  training. 

In  the  case  of  adults  a  small  number  of  cases  of  the  more  severe  type  have 
been  registered  through  the  welfare  services  section.  Occupational  therapy  in  the 
home  is  provided  for  cases  whose  spatial  movements  are  severely  restricted  and 
three  men  and  one  woman  are  doing  handicrafts  at  home,  whilst  a  weekly 
half-day  session  is  held  at  the  social  centre  for  persons  suffering  from  crippling 
defects.  Two  men  aged  17  and  19  were  attending  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Close  co-operation  exists  with  the  youth  employment  officer  and  the 
disablement  rehabilitation  officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  both  as  to  training 
for  industry  and  placement.  Six  men  are  employed  in  open  industry  and  two 
undertake  casual  work  on  their  own  account.  One  woman  is  engaged  in  open 
industry.  One  woman  is  engaged  in  gold  thread  embroidery  working  in  her  own 
home  for  a  local  firm. 

Visitation,  where  it  is  not  declined,  is  undertaken  regularly  by  the  district 
health  visitor. 

Vlil.  MENTAL  HEALTH. 

1.  Administration. 

(a)  Committee.  Administration  of  the  mental  health  service  continues  to 
be  carried  out  by  the  Mental  Health  Sub-committee  of  the  main  Health  Com¬ 
mittee. 

(b)  Staff  and  Premises.  During  the  year  a  psychiatric  social  worker 
took  up  duties  in  a  part-time  capacity  and  the  staff  engaged  in  this  work  is  now 
as  follows. 

The  whole  of  the  medical  staff  in  the  department  carry  out  appropriate 
medical  duties  as  and  when  necessary,  but  Dr.  Ridehalgh  is  directly  responsible 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  general  oversight  of  all  mental  health 
matters.  The  consultant  psychiatrist  continues  to  advise  on  matters  both  general 
and  particular.  In  addition  to  the  trained  psychiatric  social  worker  there  is  one 
woman  mental  health  visitor  and  duly  authorised  officer,  who  is  a  university 
graduate  and  two  male  mental  health  visitors  and  duly  authorised  officers. 

The  new  occupation  centre  at  The  Elms,  Cromwell  Road,  was  opened  in 
May,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  everybody  concerned.  This  centre  which  was 
originally  a  large  private  residence  is  situated  in  its  own  grounds,  there  are  hve 
classrooms,  plus  a  large  room  for  assembly,  recreational  and  dining  purposes, 
apart  from  the  usual  kitchen  and  other  offices,  and  the  grounds  provide  ample 
facilities  for  games  and  gardening. 

In  addition  to  the  teaching  staff  there  is  a  gardener/caretaker,  a  part-time 
meals  attendant  and  part-time  cleaner. 
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Transport  to  the  centre  where  physical  handicap  of  the  defective  prevents 
liis  using  public  transport  is  undertaken  daily  by  a  vehicle  belonging  to  the 
ambulance  service  and  other  defectives  travelling  by  public  transport  have  bus 
tickets  issued  to  them  free  of  cost. 

(c)  Co-ordination  with  Hospitals.  The  appointment  of  the  psychiatric 
social  worker  working  in  close  co-operation  with  the  psychiatrist  and  attending 
certain  of  his  clinics  regularly  has  resulted  in  a  much  closer  active  liaison  and 
better  care  of  patients  under  treatment.  Some  supervision  of  cases  discharged 
from  mental  hospitals  is  now  being  carried  out  by  agreement  with  the  patients 
and  family  doctors  concerned.  By  arrangement  with  the  medical  superintendent 
of  the  appropriate  institution  eleven  mental  defectives  on  licence  were  super¬ 
vised  by  the  mental  health  visitors. 

(d)  Voluntary  Associations.  No  duties  are  delegated  to  voluntary 
associations,  but  the  council  makes  an  annual  contribution  of  £12  10s.  to  the 
National  Association  for  Mental  Health. 

(e)  Staff  Training.  Continued  use  was  miade  of  the  course  of  training  run 
by  the  National  Association  for  Mental  Health  in  Manchester  and  one  new 
assistant  supervisor  at  the  occupation  centre  took  up  duties  after  completing  his 
training  in  Manchester,  whilst  another  woman  assistant  supervisor  started 
training  in  September. 

The  occupation  centre  staff  at  the  end  of  the  year  consisted  of  a  supervisor 
holding  a  Diploma  of  the  National  Association  for  Mental  Health,  a  male 
assistant  supervisor  holding  a  similar  qualification  and  two  untrained  but 
experienced  assistant  supervisors,  one  of  whom  was  attending  a  full-time  course 
of  instruction  in  Manchester. 

An  additional  untrained  woman  assistant  supervisor  was  appointed  in 
December  and  took  up  duties  in  January,  1955. 

The  quality  of  the  staff,  of  the  premises  and  of  the  work  being  done  at  the 
occupation  centre,  is  now  such  that  the  National  Association  for  Mental  Health 
invited  co-operation  in  the  practical  training  of  students  attending  their 
Manchester  course  and  one  student  was  receiving  practical  training  in  the 
occupation  centre  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

ACCOUNT  OF  WORK  UNDERTAKEN  IN  THE  COMMUNITY. 

Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts. 

135  notifications  were  dealt  with  during  1954  as  follows  : — 

Males  Females 

Three-day  orders .  .  6  2 

Fourteen-day  orders  ...  ...  ...  56  57 

Summary  reception  orders  ...  ...  9  5 

Of  the  121  cases  admitted  under  three-  or  fourteen-day  orders  20  males  and 
11  females  were  subsequently  retained  under  summary  reception  orders. 

Many  of  the  above  cases  remained  in  hospital  as  voluntary  patients. 

Under  the  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930,  39  males  and  51  females  were 
admitted  to  hospital  as  voluntary  patients  and  1  male  and  2  females  as  tem¬ 
porary  patients. 
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During  the  year  56  males  and  68  females  discharged  from  hospital  were 
supervised  by  the  mental  health  staff  by  arrangement  with  the  general  prac¬ 
titioner  and  the  patient,  550  visits  being  paid  for  this  purpose. 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-1938. 

(1)  New  cases  to  the  extent  of  13  males  and  11  females  were  reported 
during  the  year.  The  number  of  defectives  on  the  authority’s  register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  461,  as  follows  : — 


Males 

Females 

Voluntary  supervision 

.  16 

26 

Statutory  supervision 

.  144 

108 

Statutory  guardianship  ... 

2 

— 

In  hospital 

.  99 

66 

261 

200 

Of  the  cases  admitted  to  hospital  one  was  admitted  on  formal  petition, 
two  in  association  with  court  action  and  one  on  an  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

Domiciliary  Care. 

443  visits  of  supervision  were  made  by  the  mental  health  staff,  whilst  107 
investigations  regarding  home  and  social  conditions  were  made  and  reports 
submitted  to  medical  superintendents  in  respect  of  patients  detained  under 


order  in  the  following  mental  hospitals  : — 

Allerton  Priory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Brockhall  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Calderstones  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Gillibrand  HaU .  1 

Lisieux  Hall  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Newchurch  Homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Royal  Albert  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

St.  Mary’s  Home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Valuable  assistance  in  the  solving  of  problems  in  the  home  was  given  by  the 
superintendents  of  certain  hospitals  through  the  provision  of  temporary  accom¬ 
modation  of  defectives.  5  males  and  4  females  were  temporarily  accommodated 
for  reasons  which  ranged  from  confinement  of  the  mother  to  the  freeing  of 
parents  for  a  fortnight  to  take  a  much  needed  holiday. 

Co-operation  with  the  Ministry  of  Labour  in  the  placing  of  defectives  in 
employment  was  continued  throughout  the  year. 

As  indicated  earlier,  the  new  occupation  centre,  “The  Elms”,  was  opened 
in  May,  1954.  It  does  not  include  an  industrial  centre  for  the  training  of  defectives, 
nor  are  creche  facilities  available  for  untrainable  defectives. 

A  parent-teachers’  association  has  been  set  up  and  appears  likely  to  do 
useful  work. 
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Table  28  sets  out  the  number  of  cases  under  instruction  at  the  centre  during 
the  year. 


Table  28. 

Pupils  in  attendance  at  the  Occupation  Centre  during  1954. 


No.  of  pupils 
under  instruction 

on  1.1.54 

No.  of  new  pupils 
admitted  during 
the  year 

No. 

discharged 

No.  on 

Register  on 

31.12.54 

Under 
16  yrs. 

Over 

16  yrs. 

Under 
16  yrs. 

Over 

16  yrs. 

Under 
16  yrs. 

Over 

16  yrs. 

Under 
16  yrs. 

Over 

16  yrs. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

County  Borough  ... 

10 

10 

3 

4 

2 

1 

1 

- - 

1 

2 

— • 

- - 

11 

9 

4 

4 

County  Council  ... 

5 

7 

3 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— • 

— 

6 

6 

3 

3 

15 

17 

6 

6 

3 

2 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

17 

15 

7 

7 

IX.  Domiciliary,  Medical,  Pharmaceutical,  Dental  and  Ophthalmic  Services. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Leyland,  Clerk  to  the  Preston  Executive  Council, 
for  the  following  statement  on  the  medical,  pharm.aceutical,  dental  and 
ophthalmic  services  administered  by  the  Preston  Executive  Council  : — 

'General  Medical  Services. 

"The  number  of  persons  registered  on  doctors’  lists  at  31st  March,  1955, 
was  117,724.  There  were  68  practitioners  on  the  Medical  List  of  the  Council, 
42  of  whom  were  resident  in  the  Borough  and  63  of  whom  were  also  included  in 
the  Council’s  Obstetric  List  for  the  provision  of  maternity  medical  services. 
There  were  also  3  assistant  practitioners.  The  total  gross  payments  for  general 
medical  services  for  the  year  was  £134,785  18s.  9d.  including  £4,508  12s.  8d. 
for  maternity  medical  services. 

Pharmaceutical  Services. 

"On  the  31st  March,  1955,  there  were  55  chemists’  establishments  on  the 
Council’s  Pharmaceutical  List  for  the  supply  of  medicines  and  appliances,  and 
19  contractors  for  the  supply  of  appliances  only.  The  Rota  Scheme,  providing 
for  establishments  in  different  parts  of  the  town  to  be  open  for  one  hour  each 
evening  after  the  normal  hour  of  closing,  and  one  hour  each  Sunday,  Local  and 
Bank  Holiday,  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 

"During  the  year  29  test  prescriptions  were  taken,  all  of  which  were  satis¬ 
factorily  dispensed. 

"Payments  made  by  the  Council  for  the  supply  of  medicines  and  appliances 
amounted  to  £168,322  5s.  3d.  including  £865  16s.  Od.  for  Rota  Services.  The 
amount  of  the  charges  paid  by  patients  towards  this  part  of  the  service  was 
£23,283  9s.  Od.  805,410  prescriptions  were  dispensed  by  chemists  during  the 

year. 
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General  Dental  Services. 

'‘At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  38  Dental  Practitioners  on  the  Council’s 
Dental  List.  The  total  cost  to  the  Council  for  the  supply  of  dental  appliances, 
extractions  and  conservative  treatment  was  £91,228  12s.  6d.,  the  total  charges 
paid  by  patients  towards  such  treatment  amounted  to  £27,158  16s.  Id.  64 
persons  applied  for  replacement  of  dentures  originally  provided  under  the 
National  Health  Service,  on  the  grounds  of  loss  or  damage  ;  24  applications 
were  approved,  the  remainder  being  required  to  pay  part  or  whole  of  the  cost  of 
the  replacement. 

Supplementary  Ophthalmic  Services. 

“At  the  31st  March,  1955,  there  were  3  Ophthalmic  Medical  Practitioners, 
20  firms  of  Ophthalmic  Opticians,  and  2  firms  of  dispensing  opticians  on  the 
Council’s  Ophthalmic  List.  20,416  applications  for  glasses  were  received  during 
the  year,  as  compared  with  19,641  the  previous  year.  Of  the  number  of  sight 
tests  provided  during  the  year  15,425  cases  were  supplied  with  glasses  under  the 
National  Health  Service.  Applications  for  repairs  or  replacement  of  glasses 
totalled  1,149  of  which  1,052  were  approved.  The  total  cost  to  the  Council  for 
this  branch  of  the  service  was  : — 

£  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 

Sight  testing  fees  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,534  14  0 

Supply  and  repair  of  glasses  ...  ...  38,678  11  9 

paid  by  patient  ...  ...  ...  19,797  14  5 

— — - —  18,880  17  4 


Net  amount  paid  by  Council 


£33,415  11  4” 


X.  PATHOLOGICAL  AI^O  LABORATORY  SERVICE. 


There  is  close  co-operation  with  the  Group  Laboratory  in  the  investigation 
into  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  and  general  epidemiological  problems.  A 
record  of  the  work  done  on  behalf  of  the  department  is  given  in  the  table 
below  : — 

Units  of  Work 


Bacteriology 

Chemistry 

Inoculations 

Serology 


Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  86/47, 
19th  May,  1947. 
Public  Health  V.D. 
Dept.  Dept. 

23,647  — 

877  — 

3,164  — 

—  5,481 


27,688  5,481 


National  Assistance  Acts,  1948  and  1951. 

Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

No  action  for  the  removal  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  was 
taken  during  1954. 
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Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease. 

The  modern  pattern  of  infectious  disease  is  cleaily  demonstrated  in  the 
epidemiological  events  of  1954  in  Preston. 

Immunisation  has  kept  at  bay  smallpox  and  diphtheria  and  no  proved 
case  of  the  latter  disease  has  occurred  in  the  past  three  years.  Whooping 
cough,  against  which  mass  immunisation  with  a  satisfactory  antigen  has  been 
practised  only  since  late  in  1952,  looks  as  though  it  may  well  react  in  a  manner 
similar  to  that  of  diphtheria. 

The  antibiotics  appear  to  be  playing  an  effective  part  in  reducing  the 
incidence  of  infection  in  tuberculosis  as  well  as  affecting  morbidity,  and  deaths 
from  the  other  infections  are  practically  nil. 

After  some  years  of  high  incidence  natural  forces  in  the  shape  of  immunity 
and  virulence  have  interacted  and  produced  a  sharp  drop  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  scarlet  fever  whilst  the  converse  has  occurred  in  the  case  of  measles  and 
the  usual  biennial  peak  of  incidence  shows  in  1954.  After  the  disturbing 
experience  of  1953  epidemic  poliomyelitis  was,  by  the  grace  of  God,  absent. 

The  food  infections  continued  their  amiable  endemicity  completely  oblivi¬ 
ous,  except  perhaps  in  grosser  degree,  to  the  puny  attempts  of  man  to  control 
them  and  influenza  passed  through  the  population  in  the  autumn  of  the  year. 

A  localised  outbreak  of  epidemic  vomiting  occurred  in  one  area  in  the 
summer  and  a  small  but  interesting  group  of  cases  of  pemphigus  neonatorum 
was  dealt  with  in  association  with  the  domiciliary  midwifery  service. 

Table  29  gives  the  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  in  Preston  over  the  past 
ten  years  grouped  according  to  year  and  disease. 


Table  29 


Number  of  notifications  grouped  according  to  year  and  disease. 


Disease 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Smallpox 

Diphtheria 

44 

41 

5 

4 

2 

— 

1 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

316 

138 

130 

218 

247 

299 

382 

407 

516 

156 

Measles 

1156 

505 

1821 

1715 

564 

741 

1157 

1757 

302 

1531 

Whooping  Cough 

Pneumonia  (Primary  and 

104 

299 

140 

298 

187 

432 

303 

329 

246 

245 

Influenzal) 

83 

81 

89 

83 

101 

76 

104 

57 

46 

65 

Acute  Encephalitis 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

4 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— ■ 

1 

17 

1 

3 

5 

5 

2 

35 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

4 

2 

3 

3 

— 

6 

— 

— 

Typhoid  Fever... 

2 

— 

■ — • 

— 

1 

— 

■ — ■ 

1 

1 

■ — 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

7 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Dysentery 

22 

4 

3 

55 

28 

265 

147 

86 

258 

376 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

31 

36 

31 

353 

48 

Erysipelas 

23 

14 

17 

26 

25 

27 

9 

5 

17 

13 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary 

114 

134 

103 

104 

107 

100 

111 

114 

100 

72 

Tuberculosis,  Non-Pulmonary 

39 

21 

17 

23 

22 

38 

31 

20 

30 

21 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

29 

30 

17 

13 

18 

15 

17 

8 

33 

38 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

10 

1 

7 

8 

3 

2 

5 

— ■ 

3 

2 

Malaria 

« 

1 
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Table  80  gives  the  cases  notified  during  the  present  year  arranged  according 
to  disease  and  age  at  notification. 


Table  30. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis) 
occurring  during  the  year,  showing  age  grouping,  degree  of 

hospitalisation  and  mortality. 


CASES 

NOTIFIED 

Disease 

Under  1 

J, 

CO 

1 

CO 

lO 

1 

o 

T-H 

lO 

10—15 

o 

(M 

lO 

20—35 

35—45 

45—65 

65  and  over 

Age 

unknown 

TOTAL 

Cases 

admitted 

to  hospital 

DEATHS 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

6 

11 

15 

21 

83 

19 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

156 

120 

— 

Measles 

54 

198 

236 

225 

213 

565 

3 

2 

4 

— • 

1 

— ^ 

30 

1531 

47 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

27 

21 

36 

33 

43 

75 

6 

■ — • 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

245 

11 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  (Primary 
and  Influenzal) 

3 

5 

4 

3 

3 

5 

3 

3 

6 

2 

14 

12 

2 

65 

18 

55 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

7 

27 

4 

— 

— 

— 

38 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

2 

6 

4 

— 

13 

3 

— 

D5^sentery 

18 

47 

28 

23 

26 

125 

18 

10 

31 

12 

16 

3 

19 

376 

14 

— 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 
and  Polioencephalitis  . . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

2 

2 

2 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

3 

4 

— 

1 

6 

1 

— 

7 

6 

9 

9 

— 

48 

5 

— 

106 

280 

320 

299 

307 

859 

50 

22 

79 

27 

47 

28 

51 

2475 

255 

56 

Smallpox. 

No  case  of  smallpox  occurred  in  the  borough  during  the  year  and  no  case 
arrived  at  the  port.  The  last  definite  cases  in  Preston  occurred  in  1929.  There 
was  little  trading  with  ports  in  areas  where  smallpox  is  endemic,  the  only  danger 
area  being  North  Africa  from  which  there  arrived  six  ships. 

The  number  of  vaccinations  known  to  have  been  carried  out  in  the  year  is 
set  out  in  the  table  below.  These  figures  represent  185  primary  vaccinations 
less  and  195  re- vaccinations  less  than  those  of  1953.  Only  30  per  cent,  of  those 
under  1  were  vaccinated  during  the  year. 
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This  is  a  slight  drop  (32  per  cent.)  from  the  previous  year  and  this  slow 
decline  is  disturbing.  It  was  perhaps  too  hopeful  a  view  that  after  the  initial 
feeling  of  freedom  from  compulsion  parents  would  return  without  stimulus  of 
their  own  volition  to  infant  vaccination  and  the  population  must  now  be  be¬ 
coming  very  vulnerable  to  an  onslaught  from  smallpox  which  is  perhaps  more 
likely  to  be  introduced  with  increasing  air  travel  whereby  the  person  incubating 
the  disease  can  get  to  this  country  from  any  of  the  endemic  areas  in  the  world 
long  before  he  manifests  the  disease. 


Table  31. 

Vaocinatien  against  Smallpox. 

Age  at  31st  Dec.,  1954, 
i.e.,  born  in  year 

Under  1 
1954 

1—4 

1950-1953 

5—14 

1940-1949 

15  or  over 
before  1940 

Total 

Number  vaccinated 

534 

24 

9 

22 

589 

Number  re-vaccinated  ... 

1 

2 

— 

30 

33 

Total 

535 

26 

9 

52 

622 

Diphtheria. 

For  the  third  year  in  succession  there  has  been  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  the 
borough.  This  fact  underlines  the  value  of  artificially  acquired  active  immunity 
which  is  being  lost  with  the  disease  discussed  in  the  preceding  paragraph. 

Last  year  comment  was  made  that  the  figure  of  76.3  per  cent,  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  under  15  who  had  been  immunised  was  a  pleasing  feature  in  view  of  some 
national  alarm  at  the  drop  in  immunisation  figures  and  this  year  the  percentage 
of  those  under  15  who  have  been  immunised  is  79.2,  a  rise  of  3  per  cent.  This 
is  due  in  very  large  measure  to  the  enthusiasm  of  the  health  visiting  staff  in 
seeking  out  and  persuading  parents  of  the  value  of  immunisation  and  the 
co-operation  and  good  will  of  the  general  practitioners,  most  of  whom  are  now 
carrying  out  immunisation  procedure  as  a  routine  service  to  their  patients. 

Table  33  shows  that  51.04  per  cent,  of  children  under  5  years  were  recorded 
as  having  completed  a  full  course  of  immunisation. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  data  from  the  health  visitors’  routine  records  of  all 
children  up  to  five  years  were  compared  with  formal  returns  of  immunisation. 
From  a  rather  smaller  population  the  health  visitor’s  records  showed  58  per  cent, 
of  children  under  five  years  to  have  been  immunised.  The  difference  in  the 
population  figures  probably  stems  from  incomplete  up-to-date  records  of  children 
moving  into  the  town.  Even  if,  as  is  not  unlikely,  this  group  is  less  completely 
immunised  than  the  main  body  of  children  it  would  seem  that  probably  55  per 
cent,  of  the  under  five  population  has  been  immunised,  the  difference  between 
that  figure  and  that  shown  in  Table  33  arising  from  unreported  work  done  by 
general  practitioners. 
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In  recent  years  persistent  regular  immunisation  of  school  entrants  has  been 
the  practice.  An  appreciable  number  of  hitherto  unimmunised  children  are 
picked  up  at  this  time  as  will  be  seen  from  Table  32  and  very  large  numbers  of 
other  children  receive  boosting  doses  of  antigen.  As  a  consequence  the  numbers 
of  children  between  five  and  fifteen  who  can  be  considered  to  have  a  satisfactory 
immunity  state  has  increased  steadily  from  a  figure  of  80.9  per  cent,  in  1950  to  one 
of  94.4  per  cent,  in  1954. 

Table  32  shows  the  extent  of  primary  immunisation  carried  out  annually 
since  1942  and  takes  no  account  of  subsequent  reimmunisation  by  boosting  doses. 


Table  32. 

Number  of  children  receiving  a  full  primary  course  of  immunisation 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

It  was  forecast  in  last  year’s  report  that  the  increasingly  high  incidence  of 
scarlet  fever  prevailing  over  the  past  six  years  was  likely  to  be  checked  and  that 
this  year  would  see  the  beginning  of  a  downward  trend.  In  point  of  fact  there  was 
an  abrupt  change,  the  number  of  cases  dropping  from  516  in  1953  to  156  in  1954 
and  the  likelihood  is  that  we  shall  now  experience  a  period  of  relative  freedom 
from  the  disease. 

It  is  still  fashionable  to  seek  hospital  admission  for  scarlet  fever  and  120 
cases  were  admitted.  For  the  ninth  successive  year  no  death  has  been  attributed 
to  this  disease. 


INCIDENCE  OF  SCARLET  FEVER  1944-1954. 
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Measles. 


1531  cases  of  measles  were  notified  in  the  borough  during  the  year. 

As  was  to  be  expected  from  previous  experience  an  epidemic  of  measles 
began  in  the  autumn  of  the  year  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  an  average 
of  65  cases  being  notified  weekly. 

One  death  from  the  disease  occurred. 

Measles  is  certainly  not  a  disease  to  be  feared  as  it  once  was  though  the 
factors  which  have  resulted  in  this  state  are  complex  in  character  and  the  extent 
to  which  each  has  played  a  part  is  not  clear. 


Whooping  Cough. 

The  number  of  cases  (245)  notified  in  1954  was  substantially  the  same  as  in 
1953  and  no  death  was  attributed  to  this  disease  during  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough  immunisation  has  been  carried  out  as  a  routine  measure 
at  the  combined  immunisation  sessions  held  during  the  year  and  in  fact  only  a 
small  proportion  of  children  under  five  were  immunised  with  whooping  cough 
vaccine  alone.  Almost  all  the  children  have  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough 
immunisation  combined  now,  the  vaccine  used  being  Suspended  Diphtheria 
Pertussis  Prophylactic — Glaxo 

The  number  of  children  immunised  arranged  according  to  year  of  birth  and 
to  year  of  immunisation  is  shown  in  Table  34. 

It  will  be  seen  that  effective  mass  immunisation  covers  only  1953  and  1954 
and  it  is  in  consequence  still  much  too  early  to  make  claims  as  to  its  effect  on  the 
community.  Table  35  however  sets  out  the  attack  rate  in  children  under  5  years 
since  1946  and  also  the  corresponding  rate  for  1953  and  1954  of  the  immunised 
under  5  years  group,  from  which  it  is  clearly  evident  that  whilst  the  total  number 
of  cases  annually  so  far  has  remained  apparently  unaffected,  the  incidence  of 
disease  in  the  immunised  children  is  7-8  times  less  than  amongst  the  unimmunised. 
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Table  35. 

Notifications  and  Attack  Rates  of  Whooping  Cough  in  Children  under  5 
years  of  age. 

Total 

Attack  rate 

Number  of 

Notified 

Attack 

Estimated 

notifica- 

per  1,000 

immunised 

previously 

rate  per 
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Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 

One  case  occurred  during  the  year  in  a  three-year-old  child.  No  contact 
could  be  established  with  any  known  source  of  infection. 

Enteric  Fever. 

No  case  of  enteric  fever  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Dysentery. 

Three  hundred  and  seventy-six  cases  of  dysentery  all  caused  by  the  sonne 
strain  were  notified  during  the  year. 

86  of  these  cases  were  children  in  Day  Nurseries.  36  from  Eldon  Street, 
30  from  Fishwick  and  20  from  Isherwood  Street. 

Early  in  the  year  this  scourge  broke  out  in  Eldon  Street  Day  Nursery  where 
39  children  and  6  staff  had  positive  bacteriological  findings.  Subsequently 
Fishwick  Day  Nursery  had  an  outbreak  where  31  children  and  7  staff  were 
discovered  and  finally  Isherwood  Street  Day  Nursery  where  18  children  and  7 
staff  were  discovered. 

In  the  middle  of  the  Eldon  Street  outbreak  where  methods  of  prevention 
had  followed  the  well  tried  and  old  established  practice  of  rigid  exclusion  and 
careful  hygiene  in  the  nursery,  the  method  of  treatment  recommended  was 
changed  from  sulpha  drugs  to  a  mixture  of  sulpha  drug  and  streptomycin  and 
this  seemed  to  be  more  effective.  It  was  decided  therefore  when  the  second  out¬ 
break  occurred  at  Fishwick  Day  Nursery  to  amend  the  procedure  and  in  that 
nursery  the  following  procedure  was  adopted. 

Very  young  children,  under  12  months,  and  children  whose  parents  were  in 
food  handling  trades  were  excluded  from  the  nursery  forthwith  whether  they 
were  suspect  or  not.  Similarly  any  member  of  the  domestic  staff  was  excluded 
if  there  were  suspicious  symptoms. 

The  remainder  of  the  Day  Nursery  staff  and  children  whether  symptom 
free  or  not,  unless  too  ill  to  remain  in,  and  whether  found  to  be  excreting  the  bacillus 
or  not  were  given,  with  the  agreement  of  the  parents  and  the  family  doctor,  a 
course  of  streptomycin  and  sulphaguanidine.  It  was  found  that  24  were  still 
excreting  after  this  first  course  and  a  second  was  given.  The  13  members  of 
the  nursery  who  were  still  excreting  the  organism  after  these  two  courses  were 
excluded  until  cleared. 

This  nursery  using  these  methods  had,  on  the  face  of  it,  a  much  lighter 
incidence  and  much  smaller  attendance  loss  and  it  was  decided  to  adopt  this 
method  again  when  the  third  day  nursery,  Isherwood  Street,  began  an  outbreak. 

Table  36  shows  the  differences  in  attendance  loss,  cases  and  positive  excreters 
in  the  three  day  nurseries  and  also  the  estimated  losses  in  revenue.  This  last 
gives  an  indication  of  how  much  the  Corporation  may  have  saved  by  adopting 
this  method  and  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  lessening  of  the  number  of 
exclusions  meant  that  fewer  parents  had  to  desist  from  work,  so  that  they  also 
were  better  off  and  at  the  same  time  production  by  these  workers,  was  not  lost. 
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Food  Poisoning. 

Forty-eight  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Forty-one  of  these  were  isolated  single  cases  in  a  family  and  no  foodstuff 
could  definitely  be  incriminated  in  any  of  these  cases.  Thirteen  of  these  cases 
were  due  to  salmonella  typhimurium  and  one  to  the  staphylococcus.  In  the 
remaining  27  cases  no  causal  organism  was  isolated. 

The  remaining  seven  cases  occurred  as  an  outbreak  at  the  Civic  Hostel, 
Ashton.  The  presenting  symptoms  were  abdominal  pain,  vomiting  and  diarr¬ 
hoea  and  the  interval  between  the  first  onset  and  the  last  was  23  hours.  No 
positive  bacteriological  findings  were  made  and  no  human  source  discovered, 
in  spite  of  intensive  search,  nor  could  any  foodstuffs  be  definitely  incriminated. 

Epidemic  Vomitisig. 

During  the  autumn  term  an  outbreak  of  epidemic  vomiting  occurred  in  one 
mixed  infant  school. 

The  disease  generally  was  mild  in  character  and  in  most  cases  the  family 
doctor  was  not  consulted.  Information  was  first  received  from  the  headmistress 
and  investigation  was  pursued. 

The  common  symptoms  were  abdominal  pain  followed  rapidly  by  vomit¬ 
ing.  Headache  also  was  the  rule  and  in  some  diarrhoea  of  mild  type  ensued. 
The  illness  lasted  from  12  to  48  hours. 

35  cases  occurred  in  this  infant  school  representing  an  attack  rate  of  20 
per  cent.  All  these  cases  occurred  within  a  period  of  three  weeks. 

24  secondary  cases  occurred  amongst  family  contacts,  7  men,  9  women, 
4  boys  and  4  girls  and  no  spread  took  place  in  the  adjacent  junior  school.  The 
usual  interval  between  the  main  and  the  secondary  case  was  1-2  days,  the  longest 
interval  being  7  days.  Stools  were  bacteriologically  examined  but  no  positive 
information  was  obtained. 

Pemphigus. 

A  small  outbreak  of  pemphigus  was  reported  by  the  midwives  during  the 
first  week  in  January.  On  investigation  it  was  found  that  four  newly  born 
babies  had  skin  eruptions  from  which  a  staphyloccocus  aureus  was  isolated. 
Subsequently  a  small  blister  on  the  finger  of  one  of  the  midwives  yielded  this 
also. 

From  the  lesions  on  three  of  the  babies,  from  the  blister  on  the  finger  of  the 
nurse  and  from  her  nasopharynx  staphyloccocus  aureus  of  the  same  phage  type 
was  recovered. 

The  usual  preventive  measures  were  put  into  operation  and  two  of  the 
children  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  All  the  cases  made  an 
uneventful  recovery. 

Influenza. 

In  the  first  half  of  November  reports  were  received  of  an  influenzal  type  of 
illness  occurring  south  of  Preston  in  the  Leyland  area.  The  outbreak  appeared 
to  be  fairly  sharp  and  to  be  involving  particularly  children  in  the  12-14  age  range. 
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The  first  evidence  of  involvement  within  the  County  borough  appeared 
towards  the  end  of  November  at  the  Catholic  College  and  shortly  afterwards 
at  The  Park  School  for  Girls.  By  the  last  week  of  November  about  one-third 
of  the  boys  in  the  former  school  were  reported  absent  and  the  weight  of  absence 
was  concentrated  heavily  in  the  12-14  age  group.  A  large  proportion  of  pupils 
at  both  schools  come  from  outside  the  town  and  quite  a  number  come  from  that 
part  of  the  County  area  which  was  known  earlier  to  be  involved. 

During  December  the  epidemic  spread  throughout  most  of  the  schools  in 
the  town  and  in  the  week  before  the  onset  of  the  Christmas  holidays  the  absentee 
rate  was  about  30  per  cent.  Though  the  12-14  age  range  was  the  first  and  most 
severely  affected  the  disease  rapidly  spread  up  and  down  through  the  population 
and  the  morbidity  rates  for  the  working  population  covering  the  greater  Preston 
area  practically  doubled  to  a  peak  in  mid  and  late  December. 

The  epidemic  cleared  quickly  early  in  January  when  the  working  population 
morbidity  rates  dropped  rapidly  and  the  attendance  rates  at  schools  returned  to 
their  normal  winter  level. 

The  illness  generally  took  a  recognisable  course  with  abrupt  onset  of  head¬ 
ache  and  sore  throat  often  followed  by  nausea  and  occasionally  vomiting  and 
generalised  aches  and  pains.  The  illness  lasted  about  four  days  and  recovery 
was  apparently  rapid  but  relapse  was  not  uncommon  and  some  cases  continued 
with  a  low  fever  for  two  or  three  weeks.  Complications  amongst  the  adult 
population  included  severe  gastroenteritis,  labyrinthitis  and  sinusitis. 

Ten  volunteers  from  one  secondary  school  had  blood  specimens  examined 
and  seven  of  these  gave  a  positive  reaction  to  blood  complement  fixation  against 
Influenza  B.  None  of  the  specimens  was  positive  to  the  Influenza  A  antigen. 

Tuberculosis. 


Formal  notification  of  a  diagnosis  of  tuberculosis  was  received  in  respect 
of  98  persons  as  opposed  to  111  last  year.  Table  37  shows  the  site  affected  to¬ 
gether  with  the  age  group  of  those  involved. 


Table  37. 

Age  periods 

9 

Formal  Notification 

No.  of  Primary  Notifications  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis 

0- 

1- 

2- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

Total 

All 

Ages 

Respiratory, 

Males  ... 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

2 

7 

9 

7 

12 

3 

1 

2 

47 

Respiratory, 

Females 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

9 

6 

3 

4 

3 

1 

— 

— 

32 

Non-  Respiratory, 
Males  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

■ — - 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Non-Respiratory, 

Females 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

13 

6i 


In  addition  to  the  above  notifications  the  deaths  of  two  males  and  three 
females  not  previously  notified  were  registered  as  due  to  tuberculosis.  The 
total  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year  were  23,  so  that  22  per  cent,  of  the 
cases  dying  from  tuberculosis  presumably  had  not  previously  been  so  diagnosed 
and  were  an  unrecognised  risk  to  the  rest  of  the  community. 

Table  38  gives  thenumber  of  persons  classified  according  to  sex  and  site  of 
disease  on  the  tuberculosis  notification  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  together 
with  the  number  of  cases  removed  from  the  register  and  the  reasons  therefor. 


Table  38.  Notification  Register. 


Respiratory 

N  on-respiratory 

Total 

Cases 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Number  of  cases  of  Tuber- 

culosis  remaining  on  the 

31st  December,  1954,  on 

the  Register  of  Notifica- 

373 

262 

635 

94 

90 

184 

819 

tions  kept  by  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health 

Number  of  cases  removed 

from  the  Register  during 

the  year  by  reason,  inter 

alia,  of  ; — 

1.  Withdrawal  of  notifica- 

tion 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2.  Recovery  from  the 

disease... 

9 

11 

20 

1 

1 

2 

22 

3.  Deaths  (all  causes) 

16 

7 

23 

1 

— 

1 

24 

4.  Outward  Transfers 

8 

5 

13 

1 

1 

2 

15 

5.  Otherwise  (Lost  sight 

of,  etc.) 

2 

2 

.  2 

In  the  light  of  the  present  efforts  to  control  and  ultimately  exterminate 
tuberculosis  as  a  human  affliction  the  trends  of  notification  and  mortality  are 
of  some  interest. 

Table  39  gives  the  notification  and  death  rates  for  both  respiratory  and 
non-respiratory  disease  since  1930. 
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Both  death  rates  show  an  irregularly  progressive  fall  during  the  period 
under  review  with  the  rate  of  decline  increasing  sharply  in  1949  in  the  case  of 
respiratory  deaths  and  plunging  almost  to  zero  in  1952  in  the  case  of  non- 
respiratory  deaths. 

The  respiratory  notification  rate  shows  a  downward  trend  in  the  first  ten 
years  interrupted  by  a  sharp  rise  during  the  war  years  that  more  than  outweighed 
the  gains  of  the  preceding  decade.  Since  the  peak  of  adversity  reached  in  1945 
a  fairly  steady  fall  has  ensued  until  1954  when  a  new  low  level  has  been  touched. 

In  respect  of  non-respiratory  notifications  using  1930  as  the  base  line  the 
rate  dropped  by  about  two  thirds  in  the  1930’s,  swung  back  to  about  one  half 
during  the  war  years,  dropped  abruptly  to  a  quarter  in  1946  and  has  moved 
irregularly  around  the  figure  since. 

Despite  the  disruption  of  the  war  years  there  is  solid  improvement  in  the 
position  in  Preston  whether  the  measurement  is  by  notified  case  or  by  death 
certificate. 

Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after  care  as  applied  to  Tyberculosis. 

Prevention  of  illness. 

The  health  visitors  continue  to  investigate  and  report  on  new  cases  dis¬ 
covered  seeking  contacts  and  arranging  for  their  examination  by  the  chest 
physician.  I  am  advised  by  Dr.  Griffel,  the  Chest  Physician,  that  422  contacts 
were  examined  during  1954,  of  whom  14  were  diagnosed  as  tuberculosis. 

Tuberculin  Testing. 

340  babies  at  about  the  age  of  1  year  were  tested  for  sensitivity  by  the  tuber¬ 
culin  jelly  test  and  three  reacted  positively.  Close  investigation  of  the  family 
environment  in  the  most  complete  sense  was  made  and  in  two  instances  no 
source  of  infection,  either  human  or  via  milk,  was  demonstrable.  In  the  third 
case  holiday  contact  with  the  family  of  a  known  case  of  open  tuberculosis 
living  in  another  part  of  the  country  was  established.  This  last  child  is  still 
under  observation  by  the  Chest  Physician,  whilst  the  other  two  after  investiga¬ 
tion  have  been  pronounced  free  from  active  tuberculous  disease. 

Over  the  past  two  and  a  quarter  years  the  tuberculin  positive  rate  for  this 
age  group  has  been  only  1.2  per  cent,  and  it  has  been  decided  to  offer  the  test 
to  older  age  groups. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

Vaccination  was  offered  to  all  thirteen-year-old  school  children  during  1954. 
Advice  by  leaflet,  and  by  consultation  where  asked  for,  was  given  to  parents  and 
it  was  made  abundantly  clear  that  whilst  the  acceptance  of  this  offer  to  parents 
was  recommended  it  was  in  the  final  instance  a  parental  decision  and  refusal 
of  the  offer  carried  no  stigma.  It  was  necessary  to  do  this  because  in  the  earlier 
tuberculin  testing  survey  of  1949-50  considerable  persuasion  to  co-operate  was 
necessarily  exercised  on  parents  and  it  seemed  important  to  emphasize  the 
difference  of  purpose  between  the  two  schemes  and  the  fundamental  difference 
between  testing  to  determine  existing  sensitivity  to  tuberculin  and  vaccination 
in  an  attempt  to  protect  against  the  disease. 
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A  satisfactory  response  was  received  to  the  offer  and  the  work  was  carried 
out  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  Table  40  sets  out  the  data  derived  from 
the  work  done. 


Table  40. 

BX.G.  Vaccination  of  thirteen-year-old  school  children  in 

1954. 

1. 

Estimated  population 

1,416 

2. 

No.  of  consents 

Percentage  consenting  of  population  ... 

1,040 

73.0 

3. 

No.  Mantoux  tested... 

Percentage  tested  of  population 

925 

65.3 

4. 

No.  of  Mantoux  positives  ... 

Percentage  positive  reactors  to  mantoux  tested 

249 

26.9 

5. 

No.  of  Mantoux  negatives  ... 

Percentage  of  negative  reactors  to  mantoux  tested  ... 

675 

73.0 

6. 

No.  vaccinated 

Percentage  of  vaccinated  to  total  population  ... 

675 

47.6 

7. 

Percentage  of  positive  reactors  to  total  population 

17.6 

8. 

Percentage  of  population  not  dealt  with  (all  reasons) 

34.7 

9. 

No.  of  vaccinated  who  were  tuberculin  negative  at  6  weeks 

4 

It  will  be  seen  that  of  the  total  group  population  almost  two-thirds  (65.3 
per  cent)  were  tested  for  tuberculin  sensitivity  and  26.9  per  cent,  of  those  tested 
reacted  positively.  From  information  received  from  colleagues  this  would 
appear  likely  to  be  an  average  present  day  figure  for  a  north  west  industrial 
town  but  to  be  higher  than  rates  prevailing  in  the  south.  The  rate  in  Preston 
for  the  same  age  group  as  determined  during  the  tuberculin  testing  of  1949-50 
was  46.6  per  cent,  and  whilst  it  is  true  that  the  two  groups  are  not  strictly 
comparable  in  a  statistical  sense,  inasmuch  as  the  earlier  group  numbers  were 
chosen  on  a  tight  numerical  basis  of  every  fourth  child  on  the  school  registers 
whereas  in  the  current  group  the  only  limiting  factor  was  parental  consent, 
nevertheless  the  difference,  i.e.,  1949-50 — 46.6  per  cent,  1945^ — 26.9  per  cent., 
is  so  pronounced  that  one  is  inevitably  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  a  material 
reduction  in  infection,  as  measured  by  tuberculin  tests,  has  taken  place  at  this 
age  range  over  the  past  five  years. 

Since  infection  may  have  taken  place  at  any  time  during  the  child’s  life 
clearly  the  experiences  of  the  earlier  group  between  1936  and  1941  in  the  period 
before  the  later  group  was  born  are  important.  This  was  a  time  of  falling  but 
still  high  notification  rate  and  a  time  when  milk  pasteurisation  was  still  un¬ 
common  in  Preston.  Both  groups  were  exposed  to  the  increased  risk  of  the  war 
period  at  least  from  1941  to  1945  though  the  earlier  group  since  it  was  older  had 
a  wider  environmental  field  and,  therefore,  ran  a  greater  risk.  In  the  last  few 


years  both  must  have  benefited  from  the  effects  of  the  use  of  antibiotics  in 
reducing  the  amount  of  infection,  from  the  smaller  number  of  new  cases  being 
found  and  from  the  virtual  abolition  of  the  sale  of  ungraded  milk.  Preston  is 
still  not  a  specified  area  under  the  Milk  Act  but  so  far  as  can  be  determined  little 
or  no  ungraded  milk  is  now  sold  in  the  town.  This  position  is  of  relatively 
recent  date  and  is  complicated  by  the  finding  of  tubercle  bacilli  in  so-called  T.T. 
farm  bottled  milk.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  a  general  improvement  in 
milk  as  supplied  to  the  consumer  has  taken  place. 

It  is  probable  that  several  factors  are  operating  to  reduce  the  incidence  of 
tuberculous  infection  in  the  human  and  that  these  factors  are  progressive  and 
accumulative  in  their  effect. 

x\s  table  40  shows,  some  47.6  per  cent,  of  the  group  populations  were  vaccin¬ 
ated  with  B.C.G.  The  influence  of  this  factor  in  reducing  the  incidence  of 
tuberculosis  will  be  watched  by  all  with  keen  interest  in  the  coming  years.  The 
vaccinated  cases  six  weeks  later  were  inspected  and  tuberculin  tested  again. 
No  material  or  untoward  complication  had  occurred  in  any  case  six  months 
after  vaccination. 

In  addition  B.C.G.  vaccination  is  carried  out  by  the  Chest  Physician  on 
tuberculin  negative  contacts  and  105  child  contacts  were  so  vaccinated. 

Care  and  after  care. 

The  night  sanatorium  arrangements  have  remained  unchanged  during  the 
year.  Five  cases  were  admitted  and  five  discharged,  the  average  length  of  stay 
being  89  days.  Two  of  the  beds  were  occupied  at  the  close  of  the  year  and  one 
man  was  in  full  employment  in  open  industry. 

Close  co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the  Ministry  of  Labour  in 
relation  to  the  employment  of  the  tuberculous.  During  the  year  2  men  and  4 
women  completed  training  under  the  vocational  training  scheme  of  the  Ministry 
and  25  men  and  8  women  were  placed  in  suitable  employment  by  the  disablement 
rehabilitation  officers. 

fVlilk. 

There  was  maintained  during  the  year  the  system  of  providing  to  the 
tuberculous,  milk  as  a  dietary  additive  and  39  persons  received  supplies  free  or 
at  reduced  prices. 

Nursing  and  Ancillary  Equipment. 

A  full  range  of  equipment  for  the  domiciliary  care  of  the  sick  is  available 
on  loan  or  otherwise  and  has  been  drawn  upon  as  required. 

The  Chest  Physician,  Dr.  W.  Griff  el,  has  kindly  contributed  the  following 
note  : — 

“Improvements  in  housing  and  nutrition  and  the  betterment  of  the  econ¬ 
omic  position  of  the  population  as  a  whole,  have  been  the  contributing  factors 
in  implementing  the  preventive  and  curative  measures  against  tuberculosis. 
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“The  result  is  reflected  in  the  steady  decline  of  the  death  rate  from  this 
disease  throughout  the  country  and  the  lowest  death  rate  on  record  for  the 
Preston  County  Borough  has  been  reached  in  1954.  Still,  23  persons  out  of  a 
population  of  118,000  died  of  tuberculosis  (one,  a  child,  of  meningitis,  diagnosed 
at  Post  Mortem)  giving  a  death  rate  of  .19. 

“In  1944,  ten  years  ago,  66  persons  died  of  the  disease  and  the  death  rate 
was  .61. 

“To  reiterate  on  the  declining  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  is  not  enough. 
Those  who  are  engaged  in  the  care  of  the  tuberculous  know  very  well  how  great  the 
economic  problems  associated  with  this  disease  are.  More  known  living  tuber¬ 
culous  persons  are  on  the  register  now,  than  10  years  ago.  Unless  morbidity, 
the  attack  and  relapse  rates  are  studied  and  made  known,  the  size  and  extent 
of  the  problem  will  not  be  clearly  stated  and  neither  will  the  number  of  wrecked 
lives  and  broken  homes  be  known. 

“Tuberculosis  is  a  recurrent  endemic  disease  and  the  unpredictability  of  the 
necrotic  tuberculous  lesions  makes  it  necessary  to  be  wary  of  the  final  success  of 
chemotherapy  and  thoracic  surgery.  The  problem  of  tuberculosis  is  by  no  means 
near  a  solution  and  until  our  preventive  measures  have  been  brought  fully  into 
use  there  will  remain  a  challenge  to  our  community. 

“The  trend  to  treat  tuberculous  patients  at  homes  and  at  Outpatient 
Clinics  instead  of  in  the  Sanatoria  or  Hospitals  may  have — in  areas  in  which 
sanatorium  accommodation  was  lacking  or  insufficient — some  appeal.  Home 
treatment  is  leading  to  a  decline  in  the  number  of  Hospitals  and  Sanatoria  used 
for  treatment  of  tuberculosis,  but  it  would  be  most  unfortunate  if  this  situation 
be  used  as  a  lever  to  close  these  institutions. 

“The  rehabilitation  of  those  who  have  improved  is  continuing  with  the 
close  co-operation  of  the  local  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service. 

“The  reports  of  the  health  visitors  on  the  state  of  patients  and  contacts 
continues  to  be  of  great  assistance  to  the  work  of  the  clinic. 

“The  chalets  at  the  Chestnuts  vSanatorium  continue  to  be  used  and  are  a 
half-way  house  between  sanatorium  and  home  and  also  a  permanent  residence 
for  those  without  a  home  and  still  infectious. 

“Contact  examinations  and  B.C.G.  vaccinations  have  proceeded  parallel 
with  the  testing  and  vaccination  of  school-leavers  by  the  County  Borough." 


Treatment  of  Scabies  and  Verminous  Heads. 

Ellen  Street  and  Cuttle  Street  continue  to  be  used  as  centres  for  cleansing, 
particularly  heads. 


Table  41  gives  details  of  treatment  given. 
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Table  41. 


ELLEN 

STREET 

CUTTLE 

STREET 

Scabies 

Verminous 

Heads 

Scabies 

Verminous 

Heads 

Cases 

Treat¬ 

ments 

Cases 

Treat¬ 

ments 

Cases 

Treat¬ 

ments 

Cases 

Treat¬ 

ments 

Men  ... 

2 

4 

• — 

■ — - 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

Women 

4 

7 

37 

38 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Boys  (under  14) 

2 

4 

288 

309 

— 

— 

81 

82 

Girls  (under  14) 

4 

8 

2649 

2687 

— 

— 

1275 

1281 

Total 

12 

23 

2974 

3034 

— ■ 

— 

1356 

1363 

Further  comment  on  this  subject  is  made  in  the  section  dealing  with  the 
health  of  the  school-child. 

Venerea!  Disease. 

The  arrangements  in  relation  to  the  control  of  venereal  disease  remain 
unchanged. 

Social  work  is  carried  out  by  a  worker  stationed  at  the  clinic  at  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary  and  acting  directly  under  the  control  of  the  clinic  consultant. 
Alnaost  200  follow-up  letters  were  sent  out  with  over  50%  effective  results  and 
numerous  visits  were  made  with  good  effect. 

167  new  cases  from  Preston  were  seen  during  the  year  of  whom  18  were 
suffering  from  syphilis  and  34  from  gonorrhoea.  One  infant  was  diagnosed  as 
suffering  from  congenital  syphilis. 

Coinciding  with  the  increase  in  foreign  trade  at  the  port  there  is  an  in¬ 
creasing  referral  of  seamen  to  the  clinic.  51  cases  were  first  seen  in  1954  of  whom 
one  had  syphilis  and  6  gonorrhoea.  Experience  in  port  health  work  leaves  the 
impression  that  seamen  are  well  aware  of  the  dangers  of  venereal  disease  and 
do  not  hesitate  to  seek  arrangements  for  attendance  at  the  clinic. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

1  .—Water. 

Preston  water  is  all  obtained  from  upland  gathering  grounds  at  an  elevation 
exceeding  500  feet  above  sea  level  :  the  area  is  chiefly  of  a  moorland  character. 
In  the  Forest  of  Rowland  Estates,  having  an  area  of  6,775  acres,  there  are  six 
intakes  abstracting  the  waters  of  the  Langden  and  Hareden  Streams  and  their 
tributaries.  Of  these,  Langden  is  the  largest  and  Hareden  the  next  in  size 
followed  by  Losterdale  Intake  where  immediate  chlorination  is  effected,  and 
three  smaller  ones  constructed  under  the  parliamentary  powers  obtained  in 
1947.  In  addition,  there  are  two  intake  works  gathering  water  from  the  southern 
side  of  Longridge  Fell.  All  the  water  is  soft  and  well  suited  for  all  domestic  and 
industrial  purposes. 

The  whole  of  the  foregoing  supplies  converge  upon  the  four  large  storage 
reservoirs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Longridge,  and,  after  decanting  through  these 
reservoirs,  the  water  passes  on  to  Grimsargh,  where  it  is  strained  through  fine- 
mesh  copper  cloth,  which  removes  the  coarser  materials  in  suspension  and 
chlorinated  before  entering  the  mains  to  Preston. 

A  large  new  storage  reservoir  is  in  the  process  of  construction  at  Spade  Mill 
and  is  intended  to  augment  the  available  storage  to  meet  periods  of  drought. 

The  Water  Engineer  has  supplied  the  following  additional  information 
with  regard  to  1954. 

(a)  The  water  supplied  to  this  area  has  been  satisfactory,  both  in  quality 
and  quantity. 

(b)  347  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  water  were  made  including 
68  of  the  water  as  supplied  to  consumers.  A  copy  of  the  latest  analysis  is 
appended. 


Table  42. 

Results  expressed  in  Parts  per  Millioti. 

Total  Solid  Residue  (Dried  at  180°  C.) 

...  68.0 

Oxygen  required  to  oxydise  in  15  minutes 

0.45 

Oxygen  required  to  oxydise  in  3  hours 

1.16 

Ammonia — Free  and  Saline  ... 

0.032 

Ammonia — Albuminoid 

0.076 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ... 

0.30 

Chlorides 

...  12.0 

Temporary  Hardness  ... 

. . .  Nil 

Permanent  Hardness  ... 

...  38.0 

Total  Hardness 

...  38.0 

pH  Value 

7.1 

Physical  properties 

Colour  13  Hazen,  Odourless 

(c)  The  raw  water  has  occasionally  slight  plumbo-solvent  action,  but  the 
continuous  addition  of  lime  to  the  supply  neutralizes  the  risk  in  this  direction 
and  the  average  pH  figure  for  the  supply  is  7.2. 

(d)  No  action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  contamination. 

(e)  The  number  of  dwellinghouses  supplied  within  the  area  of  direct  supply 
is  36,058  and  of  houses  and  shops  (combined)  2,342.  The  population  supplied 
in  these  houses  is  125,000  with  a  further  32,000  in  districts  supplied  in  bulk. 

No  person  is  supplied  by  means  of  stand-pipes. 
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2. — General  Sanitary  Defects. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  under  the  public  health 
and  housing  acts  in  relation  to  dwellinghouses  during  1954  : — 


Table  43. 

Sanitary  Improvements  effected  under  the  Public  Health 

and  Housing  Acts. 

No.  of  premises  dealt  with 

1,959 

Chimneys  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

53 

Clothes  washing  accommodation 

2 

Dampness  remedied 

318 

Decorations  renewed 

1 

Downspouts  repaired  or  renewed 

102 

Drains  cleared 

222 

Drains  tested  repaired  or  renewed 

333 

Dust-bins  provided 

98 

Fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

46 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 

83 

Food  stores  provided  or  repaired 

8 

Gutters  repaired  or  renewed 

196 

Handrails  provided 

6 

Lighting  and  ventilation  improved 

8 

Nuisances  abated  (general) 

108 

Nuisances  abated  (smoke) 

26 

Offensive  accumulations  removed 

48 

Passages  or  yard  surfaces  flagged,  etc. 

25 

Plasterwork  repaired  or  renewed 

334 

Premises  disinfested  or  cleansed 

69 

Public  sewers  repaired  or  cleansed 

186 

Rent  books  inscribed  correctly  ... 

13 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed 

277 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed 

41 

Staircases  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

16 

Sufficient  washing  facilities  provided  ... 

1 

Sufficient  water  supply  provided 

1 

Sufficient  w.c.  accommodation  provided 

1 

Verminous  persons  cleansed 

8 

W alls  repaired  or  renewed 

132 

Water  service  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

76 

Waste-water  closet  conversions  ... 

5 

W.C.  accommodation  improved,  repaired 

or  renewed 

325 

Woodwork  (general)  repaired  or  renewed 

124 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

232 

Other  work  done  ... 

138 

A  total  of  805  informal  notices  and  265  statutory  notices  were  served  under 
the  Public  Health  Act  during  the  year.  These  are  itemised  in  Table  45. 

Five  waste- water  closets  were  converted  during  the  year  and  assistance  was 
provided  by  the  Council  to  3  owners  who  took  advantage  of  Section  47  of  the 
Public  Health  Act. 

In  one  instance  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  a  nuisance  order  and  in  one  case 
proceedings  were  successfully  instituted  against  an  owner  who  had  failed  to 
comply  with  a  sanitary  notice.  One  case  was  withdrawn  on  payment  of  costs, 
the  owner  having  signed  an  agreement  requesting  the  Corporation  to  carry  out 
the  necessary  work  on  his  behalf. 
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One  owner  appealed  to  the  Magistrates’  Court  against  a  notice  served  under 
Section  75  of  the  Public  Health  Act  requiring  him  to  provide  a  dust-bin.  The 
appeal  was  dismissed. 

Table  44. 

Details  of  Notices  and  Letters  sent  with  regard  to  Defects  found. 


Number  of  informal  notices  ...  ...  ...  805  in  respect  of  819  premises 

Number  of  subsequent  letters  ...  ...  ...  10  in  respect  of  10  premises 

Number  of  statutory  notices  ...  ...  ...  265  in  respect  of  205  premises 


Table  45. 

Summary  of  Statutory  Notices  served  under  Public  Health  Act, 

1936. 

Section 

Number 

served 

24  Repairs  to  public  sewers  ... 

15 

39  Drainage 

53 

45  Closet  accommodation 

24 

51  Care  of  flushing  apparatus  to  w.c. 

5 

56  Yard  paving 

2 

58  Dangerous  buildings  and  structures 

3 

75  Dust-bins 

42 

92/3  Abatement  notices  (statutory  nuisances) 

121 

265 

3. — Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Three  sites  are  occupied  by  accredited  members  of  the  Showmen’s  Guild 
as  winter  quarters. 

One  renewal  of  application  to  station  a  van  on  private  land  in  the  borough 
was  granted. 

Two  new  applications  to  station  a  van  on  land  in  the  borough  were  refused. 
One  applicant  appealed  to  the  Magistrates’  Court  against  the  Local  Authority’s 
decision.  The  appeal  was  dismissed. 

4. — Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  four  common  lodging  houses  in  the  borough  and  90  visits  to  them 
were  carried  out  by  the  sanitary  inspectors. 

One  lodging  house  was  sold  and  ceased  to  be  registered.  The  new  owner 
subsequently  applied  for  registration  of  himself  as  keeper. 

5.  — Places  of  Public  Entertainment. 

There  are  seventeen  cinemas  in  the  area  plus  two  theatres  which  hold 
cinematograph  licences  and  in  1954  a  full  certificate  was  issued  to  sixteen. 
A  provisional  certificate  was  issued  in  respect  of  two  others,  in  one  of  which 
internal  decorating  was  incomplete  and  in  another  where  consequent  on  the 
fitting  of  a  new  screen  certain  seats  did  not  comply  with  viewing  requirements. 

In  both  instances  action  was  being  taken  by  the  owners  to  remedy  the  de¬ 
fects.  In  one  instance  because  of  failure  to  carry  out  cleansing  and  decorating 
and  various  repairs  a  certificate  of  sanitary  fitness  was  refused. 

There  are  3  theatres,  3  billiard  halls,  and  27  dance  halls  in  the  borough. 
Four  of  the  cinemas  hold  licences  for  stage  plays  and  5  other  premises  are 
similarly  licensed.  121  visits  were  made  to  these  places  of  public  entertainment. 
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6.  — Drainage  Work. 

Drain  defects,  renewals  and  alterations  have  occasioned  2,418  visits  by  the 
sanitary  staff. 

Section  83  of  the  Preston  Corporation  Act,  1947,  is  used  in  cases  of  emer¬ 
gency  to  deal  with  blockages.  Notices  were  served  under  this  Section  in  four 
instances. 

7.  — Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  17  premises  established  as  offensive  trades  in  the  borough.  The 
trades  include  fat  and  tallow  melters,  tripe  boilers,  fell-monger,  gut  scraper, 
tanner  and  leather  dressers,  soap  boilers,  and  rag  and  bone  dealers.  Of  these 
premises  the  majority  have  been  established  for  a  considerable  number  of  years, 
six  only  being  required  to  make  application  for  periodic  renewal  of  their  licence 
to  carry  on  an  offensive  trade.  Applications  in  respect  of  these  six  have  been 
renewed  for  a  period  of  12  months. 

8.  — Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

Thirty-six  rooms  in  25  premises  were  disinfected  after  the  occurrence  of 
infectious  disease.  279  rooms  were  treated  with  insecticide  for  various  infesta¬ 
tions.  798  beds,  1,610  blankets,  754  sheets,  1,357  pillows,  105  midwives'  packs, 
313  dressing  drums,  and  302  other  articles  were  steam  treated  for  infection, 
infestation,  or  as  a  routine  measure  in  the  case  of  removals  to  Corporation 
houses.  162  library  books  were  also  treated.  139  removals  involving  234  house¬ 
holders  were  carried  out  to  Corporation  houses. 

The  service  is  maintained  by  a  staff  of  three,  and  together  with  the  necessary 
motor  transport  these  men  run  a  general  transport  pool  for  all  sections  of  the 
Health  department. 

9.  — Factories. 

There  were  369  visits  made  by  the  sanitary  inspectors  to  factories  during 
the  year.  The  following  tables  show  a  summary  of  visits  and  work  done,  etc., 
under  the  Factories  Act  : — 


Table  46. 

1  Inspections. 

Premises 

No.  on 
the 

Register 

No.  of 
Inspections 

No.  of 
written 
notices 

No.  of 

Prosecutions 

Non-mechanical  factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  enforced 
by  Local  Authority... 

94 

28 

1 

Mechanical  factories  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

752 

314 

9 

— 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- workers’  premises) . . . 

19 

27 

■ — 

— 

Totals 

865 

369 

10 

— 
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Table  47. 

Defects. 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  referred 

No.  of 

Particulars  and  Section 

Defects 

Defects 

Prose- 

found 

remedied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

cutions 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

2 

_ 

1 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

■ — • 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — • 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) .  ... 

1 

1 

• — ■ 

1 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) — • 

(a)  insufficient 

- — 

2 

- — 

■ — ■ 

■ — • 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

18 

17 

■ — 

16 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

• — 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act. . . 

— 

— 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

Total 

20 

22 

- — • 

18 

— 

10. — Outworkers. 

Sixteen  workers  were  notified  under  Section  110  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937, 
which  requires  that  the  local  authority  be  notified  of  any  outworkers  employed 
in  their  area. 


11.— Rodent  Control. 

A  staff  of  one  senior  rodent  operator  and  two  others  were  employed  full¬ 
time  on  pest  extermination  under  the  general  direction  of  the  sanitary  inspectors. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  attended  No.  9  Workable  Area  Committee 
Meetings  as  representative  of  this  Authority.  These  meetings,  which  are  held 
quarterly,  are  organised  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  to  promote 
co-operation  on  rodent  control  between  adjacent  authorities  and  the  Ministry. 

During  the  year  one  test  baiting  campaign  was  carried  out  in  the  town's 
sewers.  The  number  of  manholes  test-baited  was  489.  Two  poison  treatments 
were  made,  a  total  of  1,702  manholes  being  poison  baited  in  all.  To  facilitate 
this  work  men  were  loaned  by  the  Borough  Surveyor,  supervision  being  carried 
out  by  the  senior  rodent  operator. 

The  work  of  the  staff  is  summarised  in  the  following  table. 
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Table  48. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Typ 

e  of  Property 

(1) 

-Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 

houses 

(3) 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
and 

Industrial) 

(4) 

Total 
of  (1),  (2) 
and  (3) 

(5) 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

I.  Number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  District 

125 

34,805 

6,727 

41,657 

26 

II.  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  by  the  Local 
Authority  during  1954  as 
a  result  (a)  of  notification 
or  (b)  otherwise 

(a)  33 

326 

143 

502 

8 

(b)  11 

129 

71 

211 

15 

III.  Total  inspections  carried 
out 

234 

1,520 

842 

2,596 

59 

IV.  Number  of  properties  (un¬ 
der  II)  found  to  be  in¬ 
fested  by  : — 

["Major  ... 

(a)  Rats  < 

Minor  ... 

r Major  ... 

(b)  Mice  < 

Minor  ... 

4 

7 

6 

17 

3 

10 

189 

48 

247 

15 

13 

61 

54 

128 

— 

2 

16 

4 

22 

• — ■ 

V.  Number  of  infested  prop¬ 
erties  (in  IV)  treated  by 
Local  Authority 

28 

254 

75 

357 

10 

VI.  Total  treatments  carried 
out 

30 

254 

78 

362 

10 

VII.  No.  of  notices  served 
under  Section  4  of  the  Act : 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Structural  work 

(i.e.,  proofing)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

VIII.  Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken 
by  Local  Authority  fol¬ 
lowing  the  issue  of  a  notice 
under  Section  4  of  the  Act 

IX.  Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

X.  No.  of  “Block”  control 
schemes  carried  out 

16. 
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12. — Stables. 

To  secure  compliances  with  the  byelaws  relating  to  the  removal  of  manure 
and  the  proper  maintenance  of  premises,  14  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 


1 3. — Shops. 

This  work  is  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  other  duties  concerning  shop 
property.  During  the  year  30  visits  were  made  specifically  in  connection  with 
the  welfare  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act. 


14. — Atmospheric  PoSlution. 

The  work  of  cleansing  the  air  of  harmful  impurities  has  continued  unabated. 

In  the  industrial  field  the  prior  approval  section  of  the  1947  private  act 
applied  in  the  case  of  the  proposed  installation  of  a  new  Lancashire  boiler. 
The  application,  subject  to  certain  qualifications,  was  approved. 

Continuous  effort  was  applied  to  the  reduction  of  nuisance  arising  from 
inefficiently  operated  plants  and  advice  given  on  the  individual  problem.  The 
close  interest  of  the  public  in  atmospheric  pollution  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
thirty-four  complaints,  nearly  three  per  month,  were  made  of  emanations  from 
industrial  plants. 

Persistent  action  over  a  period  of  years  has  been  taken  regarding  repeated 
pollution  of  the  atmosphere  by  railway  engines  at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Preston 
station  with  little  or  no  evidence  to  show  that  improvement  was  being  effected. 
Proceedings  under  the  Railway  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,  and  the  Regula¬ 
tion  of  Railways  Act,  1868,  were  therefore  taken  against  British  Railways  who 
pleaded  guilty  to  one  of  the  alleged  offences  and  the  court  inflicted  a  fine  of  £5. 
Summonses  in  respect  of  two  other  alleged  offences  were  withdrawn.  Con¬ 
siderable  publicity  was  given  to  the  proceedings  which  aroused  interest  not  only 
locally  but  also  much  further  afield.  Most  important  of  all  it  achieved,  at  least 
in  the  short  run,  the  improvement  in  conditions  at  the  railway  station  which 
had  not  been  effected  by  persuasive  measures. 

Consideration  has  been  given  to  the  active  use  of  the  powers  obtained  in  the 
private  act  of  1952  for  the  establishment  of  a  first  smokeless  zone  in  Preston  and 
a  survey  was  instituted  covering  a  fairly  extensive  area  of  the  town.  It  is  already 
apparent  that  preparatory  work  in  the  elimination  of  individual  problems  should 
precede  the  actual  declaration  of  a  zone  and  action  accordingly  is  being  taken. 
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The  routine  work  of  the  inspectors  is  summarised  statistically  below. 


Table  49. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

Steam 

Metallurgical 

Brick 

Others 

Total 

Boilers 

Furnaces 

Kilns 

1. 

Observations  taken  or 

deposits  collected  ... 

103 

1 

2 

13 

119 

2. 

Inspections  on  com- 

plaints 

66 

13 

4 

47 

130 

3. 

Nuisance  source — 

Smoke 

8 

— 

3 

18 

29 

Grit  ... 

4 

1 

— 

— 

5 

Noise 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4. 

Notices  served 

11 

— 

• — - 

— ■ 

11 

5. 

Repairs,  alterations  or 

improvements  effec- 

ted  ... 

17 

1 

18 

Atmospheric  Pollution  and  its  measurement. 

When  in  1950  steps  were  taken  to  set  up  a  special  organisation  for  the 
vigorous  pursuit  of  smoke  abatement  measures  it  was  clear  that  a  full  study 
of  the  local  problems  postulated  the  compilation  from  a  number  of  points  of 
records  of  pollution  both  quantitive  and  qualitative  occurring  over  a  period  of 
years.  After  some  delay  over  the  delivery  of  apparatus  collecting  points  were 
established  at  Ashton  Park,  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  Chestnuts  Sanatorium 
and  the  health  education  show  window  in  Lancaster  Road.  At  the  first  three 
points  two  instruments  were  set  up,  the  standard  deposit  gauge  and  the  louvred 
box  lead  peroxide  apparatus  and  at  the  last  a  volumetric  sulphur  dioxide 
apparatus  with  an  associated  smoke  filter.  The  actual  sites  were  chosen  with 
some  care.  The  Ashton  site  is  to  the  west  on  the  side  of  the  prevailing  wind  but 
close  to  the  industrial  pollution  from  the  dock  area  and  the  electricity  station 
south  of  the  river.  The  Chestnuts  site  is  on  the  east  side  and  might  be  affected 
by  the  drift  of  pollution  from  the  built  up  area  when  the  winds  blow  between 
the  south-west  and  the  north-west  and  the  Royal  Infirmary  site  is  near  the 
geographical  centre  of  the  greater  Preston  area.  The  Lancaster  Road  site  was 
chosen  partly  for  its  central  site  and  partly  to  permit  public  display,  in  a  con¬ 
venient  place,  of  the  working  apparatus  side  by  side  with  the  results  obtained. 


The  following  diagram  shows  the  frequency  of  wind  direction  during  the 
four  years  1951-1954  as  recorded  daily  at  the  Moor  Park  observatory. 


tas 
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WIND  DIRECTIONS,  1951—1954. 


C<xl  m 
Days 
ifc,4- 
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Graph  I  shows  for  two  years  the  average  daily  concentration  of  smoke  in 
milligrams  per  cubic  metre  as  measured  by  the  smoke  filter  apparatus.  It 
demonstrates  the  expected  reduction  in  pollution  during  the  summer  months 
when  space  heating  appliances  are  not  in  use.  The  lower  readings  for  1954  may 
be  related  to  the  persistently  heavier  rainfall  of  that  year  washing  down  more 
of  the  solid  matter  from  the  atmosphere. 


PER  MONTH 
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Graph  II  shows  for  the  same  period  the  average  daily  concentration  of 
sulphur  dioxide  in  parts  per  million  as  measured  by  the  volumetric  apparatus. 


Graph  II. 


PER  MONTH 
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Graph  III  records  atmospheric  sulphur  dioxide  in  milligrams  of  sulphur 
trioxide  per  day  per  sq.  cms.  of  lead  peroxide  and  brings  out  the  point  that 
sulphur  dioxide  pollution  is  persistently  greater  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  site 
than  at  the  other  two  which  differ  little  from  each  other.  This  pattern  tends  to 
recur  more  or  less  exactly  each  year. 

Graph  III. 


8o 


Table  50  gives  the  average  deposit  each  month  of  solids  in  tons  per  square 
mile  at  each  of  the  three  stations.  If  the  average  monthl}^  deposit  of  solids  at  the 
Royal  Infirmary  applied  over  the  whole  of  the  town  it  would  amount  annually 
to  about  2,600  tons. 


Table  50. 

Measurement  of  Deposited  Matter  by  Deposit  Gauge. 

Average  figures  per  month 

Ashton 

Park 

Chestnuts 

Sanatorium 

P.R.I. 

Rain  in  inches 

4.10 

4.24 

4.16 

Total  dissolved  matter  in  tons  per  square  mile  ... 

7.16 

7.22 

10.52 

Total  insoluble  matter  in  tons  per  square  mile  ... 

5.15 

4.92 

13.22 

Soluble  matter  in  CS2  in  tons  per  square  mile  ... 

0.02 

0.06 

0.25 

Other  combustibles  in  tons  per  square  mile 

1.49 

1.84 

4.75 

Total  solids  in  tons  per  square  mile 

12.26 

12.13 

23.92 

15. — Public  Conveniences. 

During  the  year  the  work  on  the  new  convenience  combined  with  a  recrea¬ 
tion  pavilion  at  Ribbleton  Park  was  completed.  The  Earl  Street  convenience 
was  closed  for  a  temporary  period  for  reconstruction  and  the  Church  Street  one 
for  a  short  time  for  repairs. 

The  convenience  in  the  covered  car  park  shed,  Glovers  Street,  and  the 
temporary  convenience  at  the  car  park  at  the  back  of  the  Deepdale  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital  were  demolished.  One  of  the  children's  conveniences  in 
Hartington  Road  Recreation  Ground  was  also  demolished. 

During  1953  for  an  experimental  period  of  6  months,  later  extended,  free 
facilities  were  offered  in  public  conveniences  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  The 
charges  were  restored  on  1st  March,  1954. 

There  is  a  staff  of  11  men  and  4  women,  plus  2  women  part-time  relief, 
working  under  the  control  of  a  foreman  in  the  maintenance  of  all  the  public 
conveniences  in  the  borough. 


16. — Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act. 

In  connection  with  the  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  Part  2,  registrations, 
20  visits  were  paid  to  premises,  mainly  small  mixed  business  shops  seeking 
registration  under  the  Act. 
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17. — Hairdressing  Establishments. 

Four  additional  registrations  and  3  changes  of  registration  under  Section  108, 
Preston  Corporation  Act,  1947,  were  approved  during  the  year.  One  ceased  to 
function  during  the  year. 

In  all,  82  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  supervision  of  hygienic 
conditions  in  these  establishments. 


18. — Fertilisers  and  Feedingstuffs  Act,  1926. 

Eight  samples  of  fertiliser  and  three  samples  of  feedingstuffs  were  taken 
during  the  year.  One  fertiliser  had  an  incorrect  statutory  statement. 

There  were  no  requests  from  purchasers  to  have  articles  sampled  and 
analysed  in  accordance  with  Section  3  of  the  Fertilisers  and  Feedingstuffs  Act, 
1926. 


19.-^Rag  Flock. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  6  premises  registered  in  accordance  with 


Section  2  of  the  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act, 

1951. 

Nine  samples  of 
results  are  itemised  in 

Filling  Materials  were 
the  following  table  : — - 

Number  of 

taken  during 

the  year  and  the 

Class  of  Sample 

Samples  taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Coir  Fibre  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Cotton  Felt 

3 

3 

— — 

New  Cotton  Millpuffs 

1 

1 

— 

Rag  Flock  ... 

3 

3 

— 
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Housing. 

Clearance  and  Repair. 

Considerable  attention  was  devoted  during  the  year  to  the  assessment  of 
house  fitness  and  to  action  associated  therewith. 

Formal  representation  of  169  houses  in  a  portion  of  Avenham  Ward  com¬ 
prising  the  remainder  of  Russell  Street  and  Brunswick  Street,  Bowker  Street 
and  Pleasant  Street  was  accepted  by  the  Council  at  its  meeting  in  January,  1954. 
The  site  which  comprised  2.66  acres  gave  a  density  of  63.4  houses  per  acre  and 
614  persons  equivalent  to  3.63  persons  per  house  were  involved.  The  Cor¬ 
poration  decided  to  acquire  the  site  for  redevelopment  purposes  and  a  small 
amount  of  additional  property  and  land  was  added  to  the  original  declared  area 
to  achieve  this  object.  A  formal  inquiry,  at  which  opposition  to  the  Council’s 
proposals  was  heard,  took  place  in  the  autumn  and  the  Minister  subsequently 
confirmed  the  order  without  amendment  in  February,  1955. 

Further  survey  work  in  preparation  for  representation  of  other  areas  was 
begun  in  the  late  spring  and  became  merged  in  the  genera]  survey  subsequently 
asked  for  under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954.  In  addition  action 
has  been  continuous  in  respect  of  those  individual  houses  whose  condition  was 
such  that  delay  could  not  be  justified.  Table  51  records  statistically  the  work 
carried  out  under  the  Housing  Acts  during  the  year. 


Table  51. 

Housing  Acts,  1936—1952.  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 

Act,  1953. 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  unfit  houses  under  the  above  Acts. 


Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  449 

Number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  115 

Number  of  Representations  made  to  the  Council — 

(a)  with  a  view  to  service  of  Notice  requiring  execution  of  works  ...  7 

(b)  with  a  view  to  making  of  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  21 

Number  of  notices  served  requiring  execution  of  works — 

(a)  informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

(b)  formal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of- — • 

(a)  informal  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  formal  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  under  Section  11  of  Housing  Act,  1936  7 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  under  the  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 

Provisions)  Act,  1953  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  by  the  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  3 


No  houses  were  demolished  under  clearance  area  procedure  in  1954  but 
three  individual  unfit  houses  were  so  dealt  with,  whilst  three  ceased  to  be  used 
for  human  habitation  under  formal  undertakings  given  and  accepted,  whilst 
four  were  closed  under  the  provisions  of  the  1953  Act.  A  total  of  seven  houses 
were  rendered  fit  after  informal  or  formal  action. 
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Appeals  against  decisions  of  the  Council  were  lodged  in  four  instances. 
In  the  first,  against  an  S.9  notice  requiring  repair,  leave  was  given  to  withdraw 
the  appeal  on  payment  of  costs.  In  the  second  recovery  of  possession  was 
sought  in  respect  of  two  houses  the  subject  of  demolition  orders,  and  an  order 
was  made  against  the  tenants  to  vacate  in  one  month.  The  houses  have  since 
been  demolished.  In  the  third  an  appeal  against  demolition  orders  on  four 
houses  was  withdrawn  and  in  the  fourth  where  the  council,  in  the  absence  of  an 
effective  undertaking  not  to  let  for  human  habitation,  made  a  demolition  order, 
the  court  accepted  an  undertaking  from  the  owner  and,  the  corporation  not  • 
dissenting,  quashed  the  order. 

General  repair  of  houses  under  Public  Health  Act  proceedings  is  referred 
to  in  the  preceding  chapter  of  this  report. 

Overcrowding. 

A  complete  survey  of  overcrowding  has  not  yet  been  attempted  but  all 
instances  brought  to  notice  are  investigated  and  action  where  it  is  justified  is 
taken.  Most  complaints  of  this  nature  arise  in  relation  to  attempts  at  obtaining 
a  council  house  and  not  infrequently  the  overcrowding  is  deliberate  and  planned 
in  the  hope  that  rehousing  will  follow. 

As  would  be  expected,  from  the  number  of  houses  erected  in  recent  years, 
serious  overcrowding  is  becoming  much  less  frequent  and  a  more  orthodox 
type  of  family  with  which  overcrowding  commonly  was  associated  before  the 
war  is  tending  again  to  play  the  main  role. 

Table  52  summarises  the  position  for  1954. 

Table  52. 

Overcrowding,  1954. 


Number  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Number  of  complaints  confirmed  and  referred  to  Borough  Surveyor  ...  ...  23 

Number  of  complaints  not  confirmed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Number  of  complaints  confirmed  but  no  action  taken  ...  ...  ...  28 

Number  rehoused  while  complaint  was  being  investigated  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  rehoused  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 


Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

Inspections  in  relation  to  certificates  of  disrepair  under  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954,  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and  the  position  is 
summarised  in  Table  53  below. 

Table  53. 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair. 


Number  of  certificates  applied  for  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Number  of  certificates  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  certificates  refused  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  notices  of  increase  in  rent  withdrawn  by  owner  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  certificates  revoked  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 
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Food  and  Drugs. 

Food  Hygiene. 

Efforts  to  improve  the  standards  of  hygiene  in  relation  to  food  handling 
were  sustained  during  the  year. 

The  running  of  snack  bars  is  apparently  a  less  lucrative  occupation  than  it 
was  and  the  rash  of  these  has  subsided  somewhat,  a  number  of  the  less  satis¬ 
factory  type  having  gone  out  of  business  along  with  others  not  very  happily 
sited  from  a  trade  point  of  view.  In  the  twelve  months  period  under  review  the 
number  of  cafes,  restaurants  and  snack  bars  recorded  dropped  by  11  to  87. 

Investigation  of  conditions  operating  in  bakehouses  was  continued  during 
1954  and  attention  was  directed  especially  to  the  small  shops  where  baking  for 
retail  sale  is  carried  out  in  back  premises  and  sometimes  in  the  family  kitchen 
and  scullery.  Necessary  improvements  were  effected  in  some  of  these  and  others 
ceased  functioning  as  bakehouses,  the  supply  of  goods  for  retail  sale  being 
obtained  from  the  larger  bakeries.  The  number  of  bakehouses  known  to  exist 
was  reduced  during  the  year  by  33  to  187. 

The  retail  sale  of  loose  milk  is  gradually  dwindling  and  only  28  dairies, 
six  fewer  than  last  year,  are  now  on  the  register.  There  were  also  fourteen  fewer 
distributors  from  shops  of  bottled  milk. 

The  following  tables  give  a  general  picture  of  the  premises  in  which  food  in 
all  its  aspects  is  dealt  with  and  the  extent  of  their  inspection  during  1954  — 


Table  54. 

Hygiene  in  Food  Premises. 

Premises 

No.  of 

No.  of 

premises 

visits 

Premises  registered  under  Sec.  14  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 — ■ 

(a)  Preserved  food  premises,  etc.  • 

46 

164 

(b)  Ice-cream  retailers  and  manufacturers 

420 

194 

Cafes,  restaurants  and  snack  bars  ... 

87 

218 

Bakehouses  ... 

187 

369 

Food  hawkers’  storage  premises  (registered  under  Preston  Cor- 

poration  Act,  1947-1952) 

60 

25 

Fish  Fryers  ... 

104 

141 

Butchers’  shops 

139 

104 

Registered  dairies 

28  "1 

Pasteurisers  ... 

2  [ 

641 

Distributors  registered  for  the  sale  of  bottled  milk  from  shops  ... 

193  J 

Poultry  dressing  stations 

2 

20 

Others... 

— 

50 

Total  ... 

1,266 

1,926 
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Table  55. 

Repairs  and  improvements  effected  in  food  preparing  premises. 

Improvement 

No. 

Impervious  floor  surfaces  repaired,  renewed  or  improved 

46 

Impervious  wall  surfaces  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

66 

Ceiling  surfaces  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  . 

38 

Windows  ,,  ,,  „  ,,  . 

17 

Woodwork  (general)  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

17 

Sinks  „  „  „  ,,  . 

30 

W.C.  accommodation  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

9 

Hand-washing  facilities 

5 

Lighting  and  ventilation  improved 

30 

Water  supply 

6 

Disposal  of  fumes  and  steam  ,, 

26 

Waste  bins 

19 

Hot  water  supplies  ,, 

27 

Working  benches 

19 

Food  displays  ,, 

16 

Vegetable  preparation  facilities  improved 

9 

Staff  cloakroom  facilities  improved 

10 

Decorations  renewed 

55 

Bakehouses  cleansed 

21 

Food  preparing  premises  cleansed 

14 

Food  storage  accommodation  repaired  ... 

7 

Impervious  sink  drainers  fitted 

24 

Refrigerators  fitted 

16 

Sterilising  routines  introduced 

6 

Miscellaneous  works 

42 

Premises  disinfested 

8 

Premises  treated  for  rats  and  rendered  rat-proof 

2 

MILK. 

Milk  and  milk  sampling. 

One  hundred  and  forty-five  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  suppliers 
coming  into  the  borough  to  determine  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli.  As  can 
be  seen  from  Table  56  seven  of  the  samples  gave  positive  findings.  Consequent 
on  a  report  of  these  findings  and  of  the  subsequent  inspection  of  cattle  by 
veterinary  officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  one  cow  was 
slaughtered.  Notice  was  served  on  one  producer  within  the  borough  requiring 
him  to  pasteurise  his  milk  temporarily. 

That  10.7%  of  ungraded  milk  tested  gave  a  positive  finding  for  tubercle 
bacilli  is  not  surprising  in  the  light  of  past  experience  and  since  it  was  all  sub¬ 
sequently  pasteurised  before  sale  to  the  public  the  risk  of  human  infection  is  for 
practical  purposes  eliminated.  That  5.1%  of  farm  bottled  T.T.  milk  should  give 
a  similar  result  is  disquieting  especially  when  subsequent  investigation  of  the 
herds  allegedly  concerned  revealed  no  tuberculous  disease  in  the  cows.  This 
position  is  being  further  investigated. 
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Table  58. 

Milk  samples  taken  for  biological  examination. 

No.  of 

Tubercle  Bacilli 

Class  of  milk  sample 

samples 

taken 

Absent 

Present 

Ungraded 

28 

25 

3 

Tuberculin  Tested 

39 

39 

- — ■ 

T.T.  farm  bottled 

78 

74 

4 

Totals 

145 

138 

7 

Table  57  shows  the  number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination.  In  the  case  of  unsatisfactory  samples  of  tuberculin  tested  (farm 
bottled)  milk,  and  samples  from  producer/retailers  or  known  farm  supplies,  the 
information  is  passed  to  the  Area  Chief  Milk  Production  Officer,  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  for  his  investigation. 


Table  57. 


Milk  samples  for  bacteriological  examination. 


No.  of 

Coliform  Bacilli 

Methylene  Blue 

Class  of  milk  sample 

samples 

in  0.01  Millilitre 

Test 

taken 

Absent 

Present 

Passed 

Failed 

Ungraded 

29 

23 

6 

24 

5 

Tuberculin  Tested 

38 

33 

5 

33 

5 

T.T.  farm  bottled 

78 

54 

24 

69 

9 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

10 

10 

— 

10 

- - - 

Pasteurised 

41 

41 

— 

41 

■ — ■ 

Totals 

196 

161 

35 

177 

19 

A  total  of  four  hundred  and  forty-eight  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to 
the  public  analyst  for  chemical  analysis.  These  are  summarised  in  Table  58 
Thirty-four  samples  of  milk  from  school  and  school  kitchens  were  taken  during 
the  year  and  were  all  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Table  58. 

Milk  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis. 


Class  of  milk  sample 

No.  of 
Samples 
taken 

Informal 

Formal 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Ungraded 

61 

32 

24 

3 

Tuberculin  Tested 

101 

41 

3 

51 

6 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

49 

32 

— 

17 

— 

T.T.  (Channel  Islands) 

31 

25 

1 

b 

— 

Pasteurised 

173 

133 

— 

40 

— 

Sterilised... 

33 

32 

— 

1 

— 

Totals  ... 

448 

295 

6 

138 

9 

Four  of  the  informal  and  five  of  the  formal  samples  contained  extraneous 
water.  The  remainder  showed  small  fat  deficiencies.  Warning  letters  were  sent 
to  four  producers  whilst  three  producers  and  one  dairyman  were  interviewed 
regarding  these  deficiencies. 

In  all  instances  follow-up  samples  were  satisfactory. 

The  one  unsatisfactory  tuberculin  tested  (Channel  Island)  milk  fell  below 
the  standard  laid  down  in  the  Milk  (Control  of  Maximum  Prices)  (Great  Britain) 
Order. 


Table  59. 

Milk  samples  taken  for  Phosphatase,  Methylene  Blue  and  Turbidity  Tests. 

Class  of 

No.  of 

Phosphatase 

Meth.  Blue 

Turbidity 

milk  sample 

samples 

taken 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised  ... 

140 

139 

1 

98 

’ 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

36 

36 

— 

26 

— 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

33 

— 

— 

— 

— 

33 

— 

Totals 

209 

175 

1 

124 

— 

33 

— 

The  sample  of  pasteurised  milk  which  failed  the  phosphatase  test  was  from 
a  plant  outside  the  borough  and  the  authority  concerned  was  notified.  Follow-up 
samples  were  satisfactory. 

Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  twenty-eight  premises  registered  as 
dairies.  This  included  two  holding  pasteuriser's  licences.  One  hundred  and 
ninety-three  distributors  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  bottled  milk  at  shops. 
There  are  also  on  the  register  twenty-two  distributors  operating  from  registered 
premises  outside  the  borough  and  approximately  twenty-three  dairy  farmers  are 
known  to  be  retailing  milk  within  the  borough. 
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The  good  structural  standard  and  cleanliness  of  registered  dairies  was 
maintained  during  the  year  and  the  standard  of  cleanliness  of  milk  bottles  and 
equipment  used  was  satisfactory. 

The  two  pasteurising  plants  in  the  area  are  of  the  "High  Temperature 
Short  Time”  type. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  amount  of  designated 
milk  sold  in  the  borough  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  only  three  dis¬ 
tributors  of  milk  and  nine  producer/retailers  selling  in  the  area  milk  which  was 
not  tuberculin  tested,  pasteurised  or  sterilised. 

During  the  year  proceedings  were  instituted  against  one  milk  producer  and 
one  producer/retailer.  In  both  instances  bottled  milk  was  sold  and  marked  as 
"Tuberculin  Tested  (farm  bottled)”  when  in  fact  licences  to  use  a  designation 
were  not  in  force  with  the  licensing  authority,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

In  the  first  case  the  producer  was  fined  £2  and  costs,  and  in  the  second 
case  £10  and  costs. 

Miscellaneous  Foods. 


Two  hundred  and  three  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination  and  two  hundred  samples  for  chemical  analysis.  These  are  summarised 
in  the  three  subsequent  tables. 


Table  60. 

Miscellaneous  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Class  of  sample 

No.  of  samples 

Satisfactory 

U  nsatisfactory 

Milk  bottle  rinses  ... 

36 

35 

1 

Water 

8 

8 

— 

Well  water  ... 

5 

5 

— 

Swimming  bath  water 

7 

7 

— 

Cockles 

3 

3 

— 

Orange  juice. . . 

2 

2 

— 

Mussels 

1 

1 

• — • 

Frozen  eggs  ... 

13 

3 

10 

Meat  ... 

3 

3 

- - 

Strawberries-in-syrup 

1 

1 

- - - 

Milk . 

2 

2 

_ 

Chocolates 

2 

2 

_ 

Sampling  in  connection  with  Food 
Hygiene  and  Food  Poisoning 
Outbreaks 

33 

33 

— 

Totals 

116 

105 

11 

The  ten  unsatisfactory  frozen  egg  samples  were  all  from  one  particular 
consignment  which  was  subsequently  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption. 


Ice-cream. 

A  satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  and  a  good  structural  condition  of 
premises  were  maintained  during  the  year.  Ninety-six  per  cent  of  the  bacterio¬ 
logical  samples  taken  during  the  year  fell  into  Grades  1  and  2  of  the  Methylene 
Blue  test,  while  over  eighty-one  per  cent  passed  the  B.  Coli  tests. 
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The  majority  of  ice-cream  retailers  are  now  dealing  in  pre-wrapped  ice¬ 
cream. 

The  two  unsatisfactory  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis  were  both 
slightly  deficient  in  fat.  They  were  from  the  same  manufacturer  and  a  warning 
letter  was  sent. 


Table  61. 

Ice-cream  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

1  Methyleae  Blue 

B.  Coli 

Methylene  Blue 

B.  Coll 

92  88 

75 

4 

17 

Table  62. 

Miscellaneous  samples  taken  for  cliemical  analysis. 

Class  of  sample 

ISIo.  of 
samples 
taken 

Info 

Satis¬ 

factory 

rmal 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

For 

Satis¬ 

factory 

mal 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs 

50 

47 

3 

Ice-cream 

7 

5 

1 

— 

1 

Seasonings,  Sauces 

14 

14 

— 

— ' 

— 

Beverages 

3 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Fish  Paste 

5 

3 

1 

— 

1 

Preserves 

13 

13 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Wines  and  Spirits 

9 

5 

4 

■ — - 

— 

Fats 

32 

31 

1 

— ■ 

■ — ■ 

Tinned  Milk 

2 

2 

— 

■ — ■ 

— - 

Sausages 

7 

3 

4 

■ — • 

— 

Tea 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Coffee 

1 

1 

— ' 

— ■ 

— 

Cream 

2 

2 

— 

— • 

— - 

Sweets,  etc. 

21 

20 

1 

— 

• — - 

Potted  shrimps  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— • 

Town’s  water 

3 

3 

■ — - 

— • 

— 

Tinned  Fruit 

3 

3 

■ — • 

— 

- — ■ 

Tinned  Fish 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Cereals 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

Sugar 

4 

4 

— 

■ — - 

Soft  drinks 

8 

3 

4 

— 

1 

Soups 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Medicines 

7 

7 

— 

— • 

- - 

Salts 

1 

— 

1 

• - - 

— 

Totals 

202 

177 

22 

— 

3 

go 


Sixteen  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  contraventions  of  the  Labelling 
of  Food  Order  and  packers  were  approached  accordingly.  The  two  unsatisfactory 
fish  pastes  were  from  the  same  manufacturer  and  were  deficient  in  fish  content, 
while  the  four  samples  of  sausage  were  all  pork  sausage  with  meat  content  below 
sixty-five  per  cent  and  were  regarded  as  unsatisfactory.  Letters  were  sent  to 
the  manufacturers  in  each  case. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  against  a  dairyman  under  the  Defence  (Sale  of 
Food)  Regulations,  1943-5  and  Para.  3  Part  II  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953, 
for  publishing  an  advertisement  falsely  describing  a  food,  a  soft  drink  containing 
only  11.5%  orange  including  juice,  as  orange  juice  and  selling  pre-packed  food 
without  a  label  according  to  statute.  He  was  fined  a  total  of  £10  and  costs. 

Wholesale  Fish  Market. 

During  the  year  4  tons  16  cwts.  of  fish,  and  1  cwt.  4  lbs.  of  rabbits  were 
surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Retail  Markets. 

No  material  change  has  taken  place  in  the  inadequate  arrangements  that 
exist  at  the  open  market  where  food  is  exposed  for  sale  at  open  stalls.  Systematic 
inspection  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Condemnation  of  Food. 

No  food  was  seized  by  formal  procedure  during  the  year  but  the  following 
foodstuffs  were  voluntarily  surrendered  because  of  unfitness  for  human  con¬ 
sumption  : — 


Table  63. 

Unfit  food  surrendered. 

lbs. 

ozs. 

Canned  Goods 

•••  •.»  •••  ••• 

...  13,490 

8 

Bacon  and  Ham  . . . 

687 

1 

Cereals 

48 

— 

Confectionery 

4 

2 

Dairy  Produce 

10 

10 

Dried  Fruits 

27 

— 

Fish  (Retail) 

316 

— 

Fruit 

...  19,728 

— 

Frozen  Eggs 

752 

■ — ■ 

Jams  and  Preserves 

17 

13 

Offal  . 

...  7,852 

2 

Prepared  Floods 

802 

4 

Poultry 

419 

— 

Rabbits  (Retail)  ... 

71 

— 

Vegetables 

... 

20 

— 

44,245 

8 

In  addition  to  the  above,  198  tons  2  cwts.  of  bananas  were  surrendered  at 
the  Port  of  Preston  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
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Agriculture  Act,  1937  (IVlilk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949). 

Visits  are  made  by  the  veterinary  officer  to  herds  in  the  borough  in  his 
capacity  as  an  officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  Where  the  milk  from  a 
herd  is  pasteurised  before  sale  herd  inspections  have  been  temporarily  suspended. 

Table  64  gives  details  of  these  visits. 


Table  64. 

Visits  made  by  veterinary  officer  to  herds  in  the  borough. 

Number  of  herds  in  the  borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  visits  made  by  the  veterinary  officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  cattle  examined  by  the  veterinary  officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Number  of  cattle  isolated  for  various  reasons  and  milk  detained  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  cattle  removed  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order 

Number  of  milk  samples  examined  for  Tuberculosis  and  other  reasons  ...  — 


Those  herds  which  are  Attested  or  hold  Tuberculin  Tested  licences  are 
clinically  inspected  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  officers  on  the  occasion  of 
routine  tuberculin  testing  visits.  Six  of  the  twelve  herds  in  the  borough  are  now 
attested  and  owners  of  others  are  considering  joining  the  scheme.  These  are 
only  awaiting  a  favourable  opportunity  and  more  progress  is  expected. 


MEAT. 

The  veterinary  officer  and  meat  inspector  made  visits  as  under  : — 


Table  65. 

Visits  made  by  veterinary  officer  and  meat  inspector. 

Veterinary 

Meat 

Officer 

Inspector 

Visits  to  public  slaughterhouses 

428 

257 

Visits  to  private  slaughterhouses  ... 

37 

4 

Visits  to  butchers’  shops 

4 

6 

Visits  to  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milkshops 

Visits  to  shops,  stores,  etc.,  to  inspect  fresh  meat  brought  into 

■ 

the  borough 

12 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933 — 1954. 

The  total  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  on  the  register  was  95.  Some  of 
these  are  employed  regularly  at  the  abattoir  and  others  do  only  casual  slaughter¬ 
ing.  Action  was  taken  against  four  slaughtermen  for  failing  to  stun  sheep. 
In  each  instance  a  fine  of  £5  was  imposed  by  the  magistrates. 
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Public  Abattoir. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  continued  to  control  slaughtering  of  livestock  at  the 
public  abattoir  until  30th  June,  1954,  since  when  private  slaughtering  has  been 
carried  out  by  wholesalers,  large  and  small,  by  retail  butchers  for  themselves 
and  casual  slaughter  by  numerous  individuals.  The  change-over  to  private 
enterprise  was  carried  out  with  a  minimum  of  difficulty. 

After  some  preliminary  confusion  and  congestion  slaughtering  appears  now 
to  be  carried  out  on  a  fairly  regular  system.  One  slaughter  hall  is  used  by  the 
Fat  Stock  Corporation  for  whom  about  30  beasts  and  440  sheep  are  killed 
weekly.  Four  other  firms  share  the  second  hall  and  kill  over  100  beasts  and  about 
250  sheep.  Some  half  a  dozen  private  butchers  slaughter  in  the  first  hall  small 
amounts  for  their  own  purposes.  About  200  pigs  are  killed  weekly  in  a  separate 
building  partly  by  the  slaughtermen  employed  by  the  above  firms  and  part  by 
two  free-lance  slaughtermen  who  are  available  for  slaughtering  as  required. 
Thee  extent  of  slaughtering  varies  considerably  with  the  seasonal  fluctuations 
and  the  figures  given  above  are  only  approximations. 

Meat  inspection  has  continued  much  in  the  same  way  as  prevailed  before 
the  change-over. 

Table  66  shows  the  number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected  at  the  abattoir 
in  each  of  the  past  four  years. 


Tabic  66. 

Number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected. 

Year 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

1954 

7,735 

40,418 

12,352 

351 

1953 

8,048 

32,422 

7,825 

249 

1952 

8,288 

30,583 

5,331 

296 

1951 

11,044 

28,839 

3,485 

305 

Table  67. 

Casualties  (included  in  figures  in  Table  M). 

Year 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

1954 

210 

187 

716 

98 

1953 

254 

276 

848 

240 

1952 

303 

237 

1,426 

281 

1951 

396 

203 

727 

229 
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Estimated  figures. 
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The  number  of  cattle  killed  varied  very  little  from  the  previous  year  but 
there  was  a  big  increase  in  the  number  of  sheep  and  pigs,  pigs  again  having  over 
50%  increase. 

The  general  pattern  of  disease  incidence  does  not  vary  greatly.  Tuber¬ 
culosis  is  again  the  biggest  cause  of  condemnation  in  cattle  and  the  biggest 
single  factor  in  the  case  of  pigs.  However,  a  steady  decrease  in  its  incidence 
is  noted  and  is  expected  to  continue  as  the  Attested  Herds  scheme  progresses. 
Other  diseases  again  show  a  slight  decrease.  The  number  of  casualties  killed  in 
emergency  continues  to  decrease  and  it  must  be  inferred  from  the  figures  that  an 
improvement  in  the  general  health  of  animals  is  slowly  taking  place.  There  is  no 
particular  point  of  comment  in  respect  of  any  other  single  disease. 

Private  Slaughterhouses. 

Only  one  private  slaughterhouse  was  licensed  when  rationing  of  meat 
ended.  This  slaughter  house  continued  to  function  for  a  while,  but  the  licence 
was  not  renewed  by  the  Council  and  it  has  ceased  to  operate  as  a  slaughterhouse. 
Regular  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  whilst  they  were  in  operation  and 
76  cows,  16  heifers,  3  bullocks,  11  bulls  and  42  sheep  were  killed  and  examined. 
These  figures  include  one  casualty  cow  and  one  casualty/  sheep.  The  total  amount 
of  meat  condemned  was  1,702  lbs.,  all  of  which  was  dealt  with  at  the  Corporation 
Destructor. 

One  modern  slaughterhouse  was  licensed  in  1954  by  the  Corporation.  It  is 
owned  by  the  local  Co-operative  Society  and  no  slaughtering  in  it  actually  took 
place  during  the  year. 

Meat  Marking. 

All  cattle,  pigs  and  calves,  including  casualty  animals,  are  stamped  after 
examination  as  fit  for  human  consumption  and  any  meat  condemned  is  marked 
accordingly  so  as  to  avoid  any  chance  of  mistake.  Meat  deferred  for  further 
examination  is  detained  by  a  notice  attached  to  the  carcase  pending  a  decision. 

Fresh  meat  coming  into  the  Borough  from  other  areas. 

Since  meat  rationing  ended  a  free  market  has  allowed  butchers  to  buy 
wherever  they  like  and  consequently  no  figures  are  available  for  this  item. 
None  of  this  meat  has  been  found  unfit  for  consumption  and  checks  that  have 
been  made  have  not  found  any  meat  which  has  not  previously  been  inspected. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations. 

It  appears  that  a  number  of  people  in  the  meat  trade  need  reminding  of 
these  regulations,  chiefly  with  regard  to  wearing  overalls  when  handling  meat. 
Numerous  people  have  received  verbal  caution  on  this  account  and  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  made  without  any  formal  action  being  required. 

Meat  inspected  other  than  at  Abattoir. 

Visits  are  made  to  distribution  centres  and  depots  to  supervise  imported 
meat  comiing  into  the  borough.  Until  30th  June  this  all  belonged  to  the  Ministry 
of  Food.  After  that  date  free  buying  of  meat  was  allowed  and  more  home  killed 
meat  was  consumed,  there  being  comparatively  little  demand  for  frozen  meat. 
As  far  as  circumstances  have  allowed  visits  have  been  carried  out  to  wholesale 
importers.  The  meat  has  of  course  been  examined  and  passed  in  the  country  of 
origin.  It  has  merely  been  necessary  to  visit  shops  to  re-examine  home  killed  meat. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  imported  and  fresh  meat  con¬ 
demned  during  the  year  : — 


Table  69. 

Amount  of  eondemned  meat. 

Imported  Beef 

948  lbs. 

Imported  Pork 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

28  lbs. 

Imported  Mutton 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

390  lbs. 

Home  Killed  Beef... 

...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1,471  lbs. 

Home  Killed  Poi  k 

... 

1621  lbs. 

2,9991  lbs. 

Horse  Meat 

Only  one  shop  has  been  selling  horse  meat  in  the  borough  from  horses 
killed  and  inspected  in  another  Local  Authority’s  area.  After  the  end  of  meat 
rationing  this  shop  soon  ceased  this  trade  and  is  now  selling  ordinary  butcher’s 
meat,  killed  and  inspected  outside  the  borough.  No  horse  was  killed  for  human 
consumption  in  the  borough  during  the  year. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Anthrax  Order,  1938. 

No  confirmed  case  of  anthrax  occurred  in  the  borough  during  the  year. 
Samples  of  blood  are  taken  and  examined  microscopically  from  any  suspicious 
cases,  particularly  in  animals  arriving  at  the  abattoir. 

During  the  year  there  were  fewer  cases  in  the  country  than  the  year  before. 
This  does  not  reduce  the  necessity  for  continued  care  and  vigilance  in  dealing 
with  any  suspected  case  on  account  of  its  potential  danger  to  human  beings. 


Foot  and  Mouth  Disease,  1938. 

Over  the  country  as  a  whole  the  number  of  outbreaks  was  below  the  average 
and  no  serious  damage  occurred  to  animals.  At  any  time,  however,  the  country 
may  be  subjected  to  heavy  infection  and  the  strict  observance  of  various 
regulations  designed  to  keep  down  the  infection  is  very  necessary.  None  of  the 
outbreaks  occurring  affected  the  Preston  area. 


Boiling  of  Animal  Foodstuffs  Order,  1947. 

This  Order  is  one  of  those  designed  to  prevent  foot  and  mouth  disease  and 
other  diseases  from,  spreading  in  this  country.  Occasional  inspections  of  premises 
where  swill  is  boiled  for  animal  consumption  are  made  to  ensure  that  the 
regulation  is  being  complied  with. 


Sheep  Scab  Order,  1938. 

Another  year  has  passed  without  an  outbreak  of  sheep  scab  in  this  country, 
and  an  official  announcement  that  the  disease  has  been  eradicated  can  be 
expected.  In  the  meantime  sheep  dipping  as  required  by  the  regulations  has 
been  carried  out  in  the  borough  under  supervision. 

Swine  Fever  Order,  1938. 

This  disease  continues  and  is  very  difficult  to  control.  The  number  of 
outbreaks,  however,  was  less  than  the  previous  year  although  it  was  still  a  high 
figure.  No  outbreak  occurred  in  the  borough,  but  numbers  of  in-contact  pigs 
from  the  vicinity  were  slaughtered  at  the  abattoir  to  prevent  the  disease  spread¬ 
ing.  These  are  all  moved  under  special  licence  and  slaughtered  separately. 
No  ailing  pigs  are  allowed  to  be  moved  to  the  abattoir. 

Movement  of  Swine  Order,  1950  and  1954. 

This  order,  amended  slightly  in  1954,  continued  in  operation  to  control  the 
movement  of  pigs  with  a  view  to  reducing  the  number  of  outbreaks  of  disease, 
particularly  swine  fever.  50,616  store  pigs  passed  through  the  Market  requiring 
the  issue  of  4,598  movement  licences.  Two  offences  were  detected  against  the 
Order  and  proceedings  are  pending. 

Warbi©  Fly  Order,  1948. 

The  damage  caused  by  the  Warble  fly  seems  to  have  decreased  slightly 
over  the  last  few  years,  but  the  only  way  to  remedy  the  situation  is  to  eradicate 
this  parasite.  This  seems  to  be  a  difficult  problem  and  will  require  strict  ob¬ 
servance  of  the  Order.  It  is  a  difficult  matter  to  ensure  that  no  animal  escapes 
the  compulsory  dressing  but  no  obvious  cases  of  neglect  were  observed  in  the 
market  and  any  doubtful  cases  were  required  to  be  dressed  immediately. 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

Thirteen  cattle  were  sent  in  to  the  abattoir  during  the  year.  Nine  of  these 
were  totally  condemned  as  unfit  for  food.  Three  of  them  were  found  as  a  result 
of  milk  sampling,  four  on  herd  inspections,  three  as  a  result  of  having  calves 
slaughtered  which  were  found  to  have  congenital  tuberculosis  and  three  were 
reported  to  veterinary  surgeons  as  ailing.  The  general  incidence  of  tuberculosis 
seems  to  be  declining  and  the  number  of  Attested  herds  has  increased  by  over 
20,000  during  the  year.  Only  one  cow  was  removed  from  the  Market  under 
Article  8  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 

Market  Sales  and  Lairs  Order,  1925. 

The  market  is  required  to  be  cleansed  after  each  sale  of  animals  and  other¬ 
wise  as  required  by  the  Local  Authority.  This  latter  special  cleansing  was  carried 
out  on  several  occasions. 

Transit  of  Animals  Orders,  1927-47. 

Sixty-three  calves,  one  sheep,  2  cattle,  10  pigs  and  2  horses  were  detained 
under  this  Order  as  unfit  to  travel.  Numerous  verbal  cautions  were  issued 
during  the  year  but  no  prosecution  for  offences  was  taken. 

Number  of  vehicles  cleansed  and  disinfected  ...  2,861 
Number  of  vehicles  inspected  (without  warning)  ...  45 
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Animals  (landing  from  Ireland,  Channel  Islands  and  Isle  of  Man)  Order,  1938. 

183  licences  were  issued  for  the  movement  of  2,101  Irish  cattle  and  29 
licences  in  respect  of  1,466  Irish  sheep  to  authorise  their  removal  from  the  market. 
761  Irish  cattle,  1,871  Irish  sheep  and  1,598  Irish  pigs  were  removed  on  licence 
for  slaughter  at  the  abattoir. 


Fowl  Pest  Orders,  1936-1954. 

One  outbreak  of  this  disease  occurred  in  the  Borough  which  was  dealt  with 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  Owing  to  the  spread  of  Fowl  Pest  locally, 
poultry  sales  were  cancelled  by  Ministry  Order  from  17th  May,  1954.  From  1st 
January  to  that  date  13,157  birds  had  passed  through  the  market.  Since  then  all 
movement  of  poultry  in  Preston  and  district  has  had  to  be  made  only  on  licence 
and  a  large  number  of  licences  have  been  issued.  Three  offences  against  this 
Order  are  under  consideration  for  prosecution. 


Poultry  (Exposure  for  Sale)  Order,  1937. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  the  above  Order. 


Transit  of  Horses  Order,  1951. 

One  horse  in  transit  through  Preston  was  found  to  be  in  a  collapsed  state 
and  removed  from  a  railway  waggon  and  destroyed.  A  prosecution  for  an  offence 
under  the  above  Order  is  pending. 


Protection  of  Animals  Acts,  1911  and  1912. 

Several  cases  of  cruelty  have  been  detected  in  the  borough  during  the  year. 
One  person  was  fined  £10  for  working  a  horse  in  an  unfit  condition.  One  person 
was  fined  £5  and  costs  for  allowing  a  cow’s  horn  to  ingrowinto  the  head.  Another 
person  was  also  fined  £10  and  costs  for  working  a  horse  in  an  unfit  condition  and 
numerous  warnings  and  cautions  given  for  minor  offences.  The  R.S.P.C.A. 
Inspectors  have  been  very  active  in  doing  their  duty. 


Table  70. 

Details  of  markets  held. 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Sales 

Visits 

Dairy  Cattle 

53 

53 

Attested  Cattle  ... 

53 

53 

Store  Cattle  and  Sheep 

48 

52 

Pig  Sales 

52 

54 

Poultry  Sales 

19 

19 

Horse  Sales 

10 

10 

Collecting  Centres  and  fatstock  auctions 

51 

51 
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Number  of  animals  passing  through  the  Market. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  passing  through  the 
market  as  compared  with  previous  years  : — 


Table  71. 

Animals  passing  through  market. 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

Attested  Cattle  ... 

»  •  •  •  « 

2,682 

1,866 

1,376 

Dairy  Cattle 

4,947 

7,251 

9,417 

9,361 

Store  Cattle 

9,467 

10,292 

10,646 

10,657 

Calving  Cows 

1,536 

2,543 

2,744 

3,286 

Store  Bulls 

126 

200 

283 

218 

Fat  Cattle 

6,038 

7,976 

6,435 

8,249 

Fat  Sheep  ... 

18,497 

21,208 

19,194 

18,579 

Store  Sheep 

912 

1,167 

342 

482 

Fat  Calves 

i- 

13,266 

14,468 

15,664 

15,455 

Rearing  Calves  ... 

Fat  Pigs  ... 

.. 

29,444 

24,052 

25,505 

17,900 

Store  Pigs 

. 

46,408 

39,729 

31,396 

36,911 

Horses 

. 

418 

393 

400 

540 

Poultry  ... 

• 

13,157 

31,900 

19,447 

Apart  from  pigs  there  is  a  general  decrease  in  the  number  of  animals  passing 
through  the  market.  This  is  general  over  the  country  due  to  the  tendency  for 
fewer  dealers  to  operate  and  for  buyers  tending  to  buy  direct  from  the  sellers. 
This  is  a  distinct  advantage  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  control  of  communi¬ 
cable  disease. 
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Port  Health  Administration. 


Port  Health  District. 

The  Port  Health  District  of  Preston  extends  from  Formby  Point  on  the 
south  to  a  point  about  2,350  yards  south  of  the  Victoria  Pier,  South  Shore, 
Blackpool,  on  the  north.  The  dock,  which  is  3,200  feet  long  by  600  feet  wide, 
covers  40  acres  and  is  approached  by  the  entrance  basin,  850  feet  long  by  300 
feet  wide,  an  area  of  4f  acres. 

The  communicating  locks  are  550  feet  long  and  66  feet  wide,  with  a  depth 
of  29  feet  6  inches  at  high  water  ordinary  spring  tide.  The  dock  is  situated  in 
the  borough,  and  is  about  16  miles  up  the  River  Ribble  from  deep  water  at  the 
bar. 


The  quays  are  miles  long.  There  are  170  acres  of  storage  ground  and 
37,489  superhcial  yards  of  covered  floor  space. 

The  dock  is  equipped  with  hydraulic  and  steam  cranes,  and  has  ample 
railway  facilities. 

The  cattle  lairage  accommodates  800  cattle  and  1,600  sheep  or  pigs. 


(i)— Staff 


Table  72 

Changes  in  Staff. 

Name  of  Officer 

Nature  of 
Appointment 

Date  of 
Appointment 

Qualifications 

Any  other 
appointment 
held 

A.  T.  Singleton 

Deputy  to 
Port  San. 
Inspector 

2.4.53 

Resigned 

31.7.54 

Cert  R.S.I. 

District  San. 
Inspector 

. 

lOO 


(ii) — Amount  of  shipping  entering  the  district  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  under  review  2,174  ships  of  which  261  were  foreign,  entered 
the  port.  Details  are  shown  on  Table  73  below. 


Table  73 

Shipping  Entering  the  district  during  the  year. 

Ships 

from 

Number 

Tonnage 

Number  i 

nspected 

Number  of  ships 
reported  as 
having,  or  having 
had  during  the 
voyage  infectious 
disease  on  board 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer 
of  Health 

By  the 
Sanitary 
Inspector 

Foreign 

ports 

261 

215,235 

34 

261 

nil 

Coastwise 

1,913 

1,181,977 

2 

666 

nil 

Total 

2,174 

1,397,212 

36 

927 

nil 

(iii) — Character  of  Shipping  and  Trade  during  the  year. 

A  steady  increase  in  the  amount  of  passenger  traffic  is  occurring  coinci¬ 
dentally  with  the  post-war  development  of  the  Preston-Larne-Belfast  vehicle 
ferry  service  and  the  growth  of  the  banana  trade  with  the  West  Indies. 

Eight  weekly  ferry  sailings  in  each  direction  are  regularly  maintained  by 
one  firm.  Accommodation  is  provided  for  crews  of  vehicles  being  transhipped. 
Cabin  accommodation  is  also  available  and  in  the  summer  months  a  certain 
amount  of  holiday  traffic  is  carried. 

A  steady  build-up  in  the  banana  trade  with  the  West  Indies  has  taken  place 
in  the  past  two  years.  Three  modern  ships  call  at  approximately  ten  day 
intervals  and  with  the  addition  of  a  fourth  ship  weekly  sailings  will  take  place 
in  the  current  year. 

Good  cabin  accommodation  is  provided  on  these  ships  and  about  4/8 
passengers  are  on  board  on  each  inward  trip. 

The  West  Indies  trade  has  brought  as  a  concomitant  an  increased  import 
trade  in  stowaways.  A  total  of  1 1  arrived  during  the  year  from  various  countries. 
Of  these  6  were  British  and  5  were  aliens. 
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Table  74 

Character  of  shipping  and  trade  during  the  year. 

Passenger  Traffic —  Alien  Other 

Number  of  passengers  inwards  including  stowaways  23  1,310* 


Number  of  passengers  outwards  ...  ...  ...  1,183* 

*  Included  in  these  figures  are  1,194  inwards  and  1,126  outwards,  Larne-Preston 
Ferry  Service. 


Principal  Invports — 

Cement,  cattle,  coal,  cork,  iron,  steel,  motor  spirit,  potatoes,  potash, 
phosphates,  pit  props,  timber,  stone  chippings,  wood  pulp,  esparto  grass, 
grain,  oil  seeds,  china  clay,  vehicles  and  general  cargoes,  bananas,  onions, 
citrus  fruits. 

Principal  Exports— 

Coal,  coke,  pitch,  tar,  machinery,  vehicles,  petrol,  bitumen,  oils,  scrap 
iron  and  bricks. 


Principal  Ports  from  which  ships  arrive — 

Arzew,  Arendal,  Antwerp,  Bremen,  Bergen,  Bordeaux,  Cuxhaven,  Copen¬ 
hagen,  Drammen,  Friedrichstadt,  Ferusund,  Fredrikshamn,  Gothenburg, 
Gefle,  Gdynie,  Halmsted,  Hamburg,  Helsingborg,  Helsingfors,  Kemi, 
Karlstad,  Kotka,  Karlsham,  Kalmar,  Leningrad,  La  Palisse,  Larvik, 
Littletown,  Lulee,  Lovisse,  Marseilles,  Norrkoping,  Galo,  Oran,  Paris, 
Raumo,  Rostock,  Sundsvall,  Sfax,  Skelleftes,  Stockholm,  Trondheim, 
Valvick,  Vestervik,  Warnemunde,  and  West  Indies  Ports  (St.  Georges, 
Vieux  Fort,  Casties,  Portsmouth  Roseau). 


(iv)  — Inland  Barge  Traffic. 

There  is  no  inland  barge  traffic  from  the  Port  of  Preston. 

(v) — Water  Supply. 

No  change. 

(vi)  — Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1952. 

(1)  List  of  Infected  Areas. 

The  list  of  infected  areas  is  kept  up  to  date  and  circulated  regularly  to 
pilots  and  customs  officers  serving  the  port. 

(2)  Radio  Messages. 

[a)  The  port  is  not  equipped  for  radio  transmitting. 

{h)  The  port  is  not  equipped  for  radio  reception. 
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(3)  Notifications  otherwise  than  by  Radio. 

The  Corporation  maintain  a  barge  moored  at  Lytham  which  is  in  tele¬ 
phonic  communication  with  the  offices.  Ships  wishing  to  enter  the  port  signal 
this  barge  of  their  intentions  and  of  any  untoward  circumstances  on  board. 
These  messages  are  passed  on  to  the  Harbour  Master  who  in  turn  communicates 
with  the  Port  Medical  Officer.  ' 

(4)  Mooring  Stations. 

The  mooring  station  for  “  infected  ”  or  “  suspected  ships  is  one  of  the 
mooring  buoys  in  the  centre  of  the  Albert  Edward  Dock.  There  is  no  provision 
made  for  mooring  outside  the  dock. 

(5)  Arrangements  for  : 

[a)  Hospital  Accommodation. 

All  cases  of  infectious  disease  apart  from  smallpox  are  removed  to  the 
local  Isolation  Hospital,  at  Deepdale,  Preston. 

{h)  Surveillance. 

Surveillance  is  carried  out  as  suggested  in  section  18(2)  and  section  37  of  the 
Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1952. 

(c)  Cleansing  and  Disinfection. 

Quarters  are  disinfected  by  fumigation  by  HCN  gas  by  arrangement  with 
outside  commercial  firms  if  necessary.  Local  fumigation  by  sulphur  dioxide 
and  DDT  in  suitable  cases  is  carried  out  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Infested  and  infected  bedding  and  clothing  are  removed  by  van  to  the 
Corporation  Disinfecting  Station,  Argyll  Road,  Preston. 

Cleansing  of  persons  is  also  carried  out  at  the  disinfecting  station. 

(vii)  Smallpox. 

(1)  The  Isolation  Hospital  arrangements  for  admission  oi  smallpox  cases 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  who  advise  to  which  hospital  to 
send  such  cases.  Normally  Ainsworth  Hospital,  Bury,  is  retained  as  the  first 
regional  hospital  to  admit  cases  of  smallpox. 

(2)  Smallpox  cases  would  be  removed  by  an  ambulance  belonging  to  the 
Preston  Corporation. 

The  vaccinal  state  of  the  crews  of  those  ambulances  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  County  Borough  of  Preston. 

(3)  Smallpox  Consultants  : 

Dr.  C.  Metcalfe  Brown,  Town  Hall,  Manchester. 

Central  3377  and  Ringway  4273. 

Dr.  E.  R.  Peirce,  Port  Health  Authority,  Liverpool. 

Central  0831/2  and  0723  and  Garston  1236. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Semple,  Belmont  Grove,  Liverpool. 

Anfield  2271  and  Gateacre  2081. 
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(4)  Facilities  for  the  laboratory  diagnosis  of  smallpox  are  available  at  the 
Liverpool  School  of  Tropical  Medicine  under  the  direction  of  Professor  Downie. 


(viii)  Venereal  Disease. 

No  change  in  the  arrangements. 

26  Alien  and  2  British  seamen  in  the  port  suffering  from  venereal  diseases 
received  treatment  at  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  Clinic,  the  main  incidence 
of  these  diseases  being  associated  with  the  regular  ship  service  between  the 
West  Indies  and  Preston. 


Table  75 

(ix)  Cases  of  notifiable  and  other  infectious  diseases  on  ships. 


Category 

Disease 

Number  of  cases 
during  the  year 

Number  of  Ships 
concerned 

Passengerj 

>  Crew 

Cases  landed  from  ships  from  foreign 
ports 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cases  which  have  occurred  on  ships 
from  foreign  ports  but  have  been 
disposed  of  before  arrival 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cases  landed  from  other  ships 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(x)  Observations  on  the  occurrence  of  malaria  in  ships. 

No  case  of  malaria  has  been  reported. 

(xi)  Measures  taken  against  ships  infected  with  or  suspected  for  plague. 

No  plague  infected  or  suspected  ship  entered  Preston  during  the  year. 

(xii)  Measures  against  rodents  in  ships  from  foreign  ports. 

The  district  is  neither  an  approved  port  nor  a  designated  approved  port. 

(1)  Enquiry  is  made  of  the  captain  of  every  ship  from  a  foreign  port  as  to 
undue  mortality  in  rodents  on  board  ship  and  each  ship  is  examined  by  the 
Port  Sanitary  Inspector  and  a  rodent  operator  for  evidence  of  rodent  infestation. 
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(2)  Bacteriological  and  pathological  examination  of  rodents  is  carried  out 
at  the  laboratory  in  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary.  During  the  year  2  rats  from 
foreign  vessels  were  submitted  for  this  examination, 

(3)  Ships  are  fumigated  from  time  to  time  by  the  following  commercial 
firms  : — 

London  Fumigation  Co.,  Liverpool, 

Hiver  and  Co.,  Liverpool, 

Deodor-x  Hygiene  Services  Ltd.,  Birkenhead, 

and  by  informal  arrangement  with  the  Liverpool  Port  Health  Authority  deratting 
certificates  issued. 

No  rat  proofing  has  been  done  during  the  year. 

(4)  All  ships  from  foreign  ports  are  required  to  place  efficient  rat  guards 
on  all  mooring  ropes  to  prevent  the  passage  of  rats  between  ships  and  shore. 
In  the  event  of  vessels  not  having  the  required  equipment  on  board  rat  guards 
are  loaned  at  a  charge  of  sixpence  per  guard  daily  and  a  charge  of  14/-  is  made 
in  the  case  of  each  loss. 


Table  76 

Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year  in  ships  from  foreign  ports. 

Category 

Number 

SlB,ck  rdjt^s  •••  •••  ...  ... 

11 

Brown  rats  ... 

3 

Species  not  known  ... 

3 

Sent  for  examination 

2 

Infected  with  plague 

Nil 

Preston  is  not  a  designated  approved  port  nor  an  approved  port  for  the  issue 
of  deratting  and  exemption  certificates  and  therefore  Table  77  does  not  apply. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Application  to  Shipping)  Order,  1951. 

All  classes  of  vessels  as  defined  in  section  2  of  the  Order  were  searched  by 
the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  rodent  operator.  32  local  deratting  cer¬ 
tificates  were  issued  to  masters  of  ships  found  to  be  free  from  rat  infestation. 
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(xiii)  Inspection  of  Ships  for  Nuisances. 


Table  77 

Inspections  and  Notices. 

Nature  and  Number  of  No. 

inspections 

Notice 

3S  served 

Results  of 
serving  notices 

Statutory 

Notices 

Other 

Notices 

British  666  Defects  in  original 

construction  ...  6 

Defects,  wear  and 
tear  ...  ...  20 

Dirt,  vermin,  pre¬ 
judicial  to  health  32  ^ 

Nil 

Verbal 

intimations 

58 

49  defects 
^  remedied 

Other  Defects  in  original 

Nations  261  construction  ...  4 

Defects,  wear  and 
tear  ...  ...  12 

Dirt,  vermin,  pre- 
j  udicial  to  health  1  p 

Nil 

Verbal 

intimations 

27 

V  21  defects 
remedied 

Total  927  85 

Nil 

85 

70  defects 
remedied 

(xiv)  Public  Health  (Shell  fish)  Regulations  1934  and  1948. 

No  change  in  the  arrangements. 

There  were  3,768  bags  of  mussels  treated  at  Lytham  Beds 
ex  Bangor  60  per  cent, 

ex  Morecambe  40  per  cent,  approx. 

The  number  of  bags  treated  are  25  per  cent,  less  than  in  1953. 

Dutch  and  Danish  imports  have  badly  affected  the  local  trade. 

(xv)  — Medical  inspection  of  Aliens. 

The  Port  of  Preston  is  not  approved  for  the  landing  of  aliens  and  none  of 
the  medical  staff  holds  a  warrant  of  appointment  as  a  Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens. 


Aliens,  however,  are  entering  the  port  in  small  but  increasing  numbers. 
A  total  of  23  arrived  during  the  year,  of  whom  9  were  passengers  landing  at  the 
port,  9  were  passengers  or  relatives  of  members  of  the  crew  not  landing  from  the 
ship  and  5  were  stowaways.  All  three  groups  are  of  course  equally  capable  of 
introducing  infection  into  the  town. 


(xvi) — Arrangements  for  the  burial  on  shore  of  giersons  who  have  died  on  board  ship 
from  infectious  disease. 

No  change. 


(xvii) — Food  inspection. 

Food  voluntarily  surrendered. 

The  following  quantity  of  bananas  was  surrendered  as  unfit  for  humian 
consumption,  arriving  Preston  from  West  Indies  :  198  tons  2  cwts. 


(xviii) — Importation  of  Livestock  from  Ireland. 

No  cattle  were  imported  during  the  year. 
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National  Assistance  Act^  1948. 

Residential  and  Damiciiiary  Welfare  Services  for  Handicapped  Persons. 

The  Welfare  Services  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  are  admin¬ 
istered  by  the  Homes,  Hostels  and  Welfare  Services  Sub-committee  and  deal 
with  the  provision  of  residential  accommodation  for  the  aged  and  infirm  and 
others  in  need  of  care  and  attention,  the  provision  of  temporary  accommodation 
for  persons  in  urgent  need  of  such  accommodation,  the  registration  and  in¬ 
spection  of  disabled  persons’  and  old  persons’  homes  provided  otherwise  than  by 
the  local  authority,  and  with  the  provision  of  welfare  services  for  the  blind,  deaf 
and  dumb,  crippled  and  others  suffering  from  disabilities. 

Residential  accommodation  is  provided  by  the  Council  in  accordance  with  a 
scheme  made  under  Section  21  of  the  Act,  and  welfare  services  for  all  classes  of 
handicapped  persons  are  provided  in  accordance  with  schemes  made  under 
Section  29  of  the  Act. 


Residential  accommodation. 

Corporation  hostels. 

Ashton  Civic  Hostel  with  44  places  has  been  fully  occupied  throughout  the 
year  and  since  there  are  few  changes  in  the  persons  occupying  the  accommodation 
there  remains  a  fair  sized  waiting  list  for  admission  particularly  of  women. 
No  particular  changes  have  been  made  in  the  general  running  of  the  hostel 
during  the  year. 

Gamull  Lane  Hostel,  a  new  building  with  accommodation  for  36  persons 
in  eight  single  and  fourteen  double  bedrooms,  was  delayed  in  its  erection  by  the 
persistent  wet  weather  and  was  still  a  long  way  from  completion  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Fulwood  Civic  Hostel  continued  to  provide  the  main  accommodation  of 
approximately  300  places  and  further  measures  for  its  complete  modernisation 
were  implemented  during  the  year.  The  men’s  side  has  now  been  adapted  to 
provide  five  bedrooms  accommodating  two  to  four  persons,  and  a  hairdressing 
saloon,  the  sanitary  arrangements  have  been  modernised  throughout  and  the 
main  wards  fitted  with  wash-hand  basins  and  wall  mirrors.  All  floors  have  been 
relaid  and  wall  plastering  done  throughout. 

In  the  women’s  quarters  a  start  has  been  made  by  modernising  the  whole  of 
the  sanitation  and  by  the  plastering  of  certain  rooms  and  the  subdivision  of 
others  to  smaller  units. 

The  general  provision  for  the  care  of  the  residents  has  remained  sub¬ 
stantially  unchanged  during  the  year. 
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Other  homes  and  hostels. 

The  policy  has  been  maintained  of  placing  handicapped  persons  in  hostels 
best  suited  to  their  needs.  All  the  accommodation  offered  by  the  Institute  for 
the  Blind  at  their  hostel  in  Penwortham  has  been  immediately  and  gratefully 
accepted.  Accommodation  for  epileptics  has  been  obtained  mainly  at  Langho 
and  Maghull  though  cases  are  admitted  elsewhere  as  occasion  demands. 

It  is  clear  that  no  matter  how  much  classification  is  carried  out  there  is 
always  a  residue  of  people  who  are  considered  unsuitable  for  admission  to 
specialised  residential  accommodation  whether  this  be  a  hospital  or  a  hostel. 
The  dividing  line  between  sickness  and  infirmity  is  frequently  blurred  and  the 
physical  and  mental  qualities  of  old  people  fluctuate  easily  from  week  to  week. 
In  consequence,  Fulwood  Hostel  has  proved  of  immeasurable  assistance  in 
dealing  with  persons  for  whom  accommodation  could  not  be  obtained  elsewhere. 

Table  78  shows  the  number  of  people,  classified  according  to  handicap,  in 
various  hostels  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Table  78. 

Persons  resident  in  accommodation  on  31st  December, 

1954, 

In  accommodation 

No.  of 

provided 

on  behalf 

persons 

Total  No.  of 

Description 

In  premises 

of  the  Council 

accom- 

persons  for 

of  persons 

managed  by 

modated  for 

whom  the 

accommodated 

Council 

By  other 

By  voluntary 

whom  other 

Council 

local 

organisa- 

local  auth- 

are 

authorities 

tions 

orities  are 

respon- 

responsible 

sible 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Aged — ■ 

(a)  not  materially  handi- 

capped  by  infirmity  . , . 

77 

64 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

1 

69 

63 

(b)  physically  or  mentally 

infirm 

24 

47 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

7 

23 

40 

Blind 

12 

12 

— 

- - 

1 

9 

1 

— 

12 

21 

Deaf  or  Dumb 

2 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Epileptic  ... 

1 

— 

3 

5 

2 

1 

— 

— ' 

6 

6 

Crippled  ... 

14 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

13 

2 

Physically  Infirm 

(not  being  aged) 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Mentally  Infirm 

(not  being  aged) 

6 

11 

*  " 

2 

2 

4 

9 

Total 

137 

140 

3 

5 

3 

10 

14 

10 

129 

145 

Reception  Centre. 


The  reception  centre  situated  near  to  the  Fulwood  Civic  Hostel  provides 
nightly  shelter  for  42  men  and  4  women  without  a  settled  way  of  living  ;  accom¬ 
modation  was  previously  provided  for  women  wayfarers  in  a  separate  room  in 
the  main  hostel  until  November,  1953,  when  a  new  centre  adjacent  to  the  men’s 
was  opened. 

There  has  been  a  greater  use  of  the  reception  centre  during  the  year  than  in 
any  of  the  previous  four  years.  More  and  more  younger  persons  are  now  using 
the  centre  and  although  efforts  are  made  to  persuade  these  persons  to  leave  the 
road  and  seek  employment  the  results  are  not  encouraging.  Close  liaison  is 
maintained  with  the  National  Assistance  Board  and  also  with  the  Ministry  of 
Labour  and  National  Service  on  this  problem. 


Persons  accommodated 

Table  79. 

in  the  Reception  Centre, 

Fulwood,  1954. 

Month 

Men 

Women 

Children 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

under  16 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Total 

J  anuary 

888 

29 

7 

924 

983 

872 

930 

February 

814 

16 

— 

830 

774 

857 

847 

March  ... 

991 

14 

5 

1,010 

993 

992 

953 

April 

1,028 

18 

— 

1,046 

997 

1,006 

944 

May 

1,043 

21 

— 

1,064 

1,042 

1,090 

1,020 

June  . 

1,031 

11 

3 

1,045 

1,029 

906 

920 

July  . 

1,034 

29 

13 

1,076 

1,058 

931 

934 

August  ... 

1,11.5 

21 

— 

1,136 

997 

1,042 

1,049 

September 

1,023 

13 

• — • 

1,036 

961 

959 

947 

October 

1,030 

17 

— 

1,047 

1,005 

872 

919 

November 

953 

10 

• — 

963 

986 

842 

915 

December 

891 

13 

• — ■ 

904 

894 

763 

829 

Grand  Total 

11,841 

212 

28 

12,081 

11,719 

11,132 

11,207 

Temporary  Accommodation. 

Accommodation  for  persons  rendered  homeless  was  provided  in  two  out¬ 
buildings  at  the  Civic  Hostel,  Fulwood,  and  from  March,  1953,  in  the  premises 
No.  1  Maudiand  Bank,  where  accommodation  is  available  for  four  or  five 
families  dependent  on  the  size  of  the  family. 

The  number  of  families  admitted  to  temporary  accommodation  during  the 
year  was  7,  comprising  7  women  and  14  children,  making  in  all  21  persons. 
This  is  a  decrease  on  1953  when  10  families  comprising  33  persons  were  admitted 
to  temporary  accommodation. 

The  purchase  and  adaptation  of  No.  1  Maudiand  Bank  has  been  fully 
justified  by  the  results  obtained.  Families  have  been  able  to  live  together  as 
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families  and,  with  the  supervision  exercised  and  encouragement  given  by  members 
of  the  staff,  no  serious  difficulties  or  complaints  have  had  to  be  faced.  No 
arrears  of  the  charge  for  accommodation  have  accrued.  Three  families  were 
considered  sufficiently  rehabilitated  and  were  rehoused  by  the  Corporation 
during  1954. 

The  table  below  indicates  the  number  of  persons  remaining  in  temporary 
accommodation  on  31st  December,  1954  : — 


Table  80. 

Persons  in  temporary  accommodation. 

Description 
of  persons 
accommodated 

In  premises 
managed  by 
Council 

In  accommodation 
provided  on  behalf 
of  the  Council 

No.  of 
persons 
accom¬ 
modated  for 
whom  other 
local  auth¬ 
orities  are 
respotisible 

Total  No.  of 
persons  for 
whom  the 
Council 
are 

respon¬ 

sible 

By  other 
local 

authorities 

By  voluntary 
organisa¬ 
tions 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

Persons  over  16 — 

(a)  evicted 

3  4 

- -  - 

- -  - 

-  - 

3  4 

(b)  others 

1  8 

—  — • 

— •  — 

1  8 

Accompanied 

Children— 

(a)  evicted 

14 

— 

— 

— 

14 

(b)  others 

18 

18 

Total 

48 

— 

— 

— 

48 

Welfare  of  handicapped  persons. 

Blind  and  partially  sighted. 

St.  Jude’s  Parish  Hall,  St.  George’s  Road,  has  continued  to  be  used  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  afternoons  as  a  social  centre  for  blind  and  partially 
sighted  persons.  The  three  home  teachers  of  the  blind  give  instructions  each  day 
on  which  the  centre  is  open  on  the  following  handicrafts  :  hand-loom  weaving, 
basket  making,  rug  making,  knitting,  making  of  soft  toys,  string  bags,  stool 
seating  and  coral  necklaces.  During  the  year  an  average  of  53  persons  have 
received  instruction  each  day  the  centre  has  been  open,  and  in  all  2,760  lessons 
have  been  given  during  the  year. 

The  home  teachers  have  continued  to  visit  the  homes  of  blind  and  partially 
sighted  persons  to  promote  their  well-being  and  to  instruct  them  in  methods  of 
overcoming  their  disabilities.  7,072  of  these  visits  have  been  made  during  the 
year  and  11  blind  persons  who  are  unable  to  attend  the  social  centre  are  re¬ 
ceiving  instruction  in  handicrafts  at  home. 


Ill 


Before  a  person  is  included  in  the  classified  register  maintained  by  the 
Council,  each  person  is  examined  by  an  ophthalmologist  and  during  the  year  51 
persons  were  thus  examined,  of  whom  36  were  pronounced  blind  and  11  par¬ 
tially  sighted,  whilst  the  remaining  four  were  found  to  be  not  blind  or  partially 
sighted  and  spectacles  were  prescribed  to  correct  their  vision. 

155  necessitous  cases  are  provided  with  wireless  sets  or  rediffusion  service 
through  the  British  Wireless  for  the  Blind  Fund,  and  the  Braille  library  service 
is  used  by  several  blind  persons  in  the  borough.  All  newly  registered  blind 
persoiis  are  assisted  to  learn  to  read  embossed  type,  but  unfortunately  many 
older  blind  folk  have  lost  the  sensitiveness  of  touch  essential  to  successful 
reading. 

Monthly  concerts  are  held  in  winter  at  St.  Jude’s  for  blind  persons  and  the 
staff  organised  the  usual  Christmas  Party  and  two  outings  during  the  summer 
months.  Each  registered  blind  person  or  partially  sighted  person  is  invited  to 
attend  the  Garden  Party  held  in  the  grounds  of  the  Civic  Hostel,  Fulwood,  each 
year. 

Employment. 

The  Workshops  for  the  Blind,  Fulwood,  provided  regular  employment  for 
22  registered  blind  persons,  and  during  1954  there  was  no  unemployment  in 
any  of  the  departments.  Trade  has  again  been  good  and  the  sales  showed  an 
increase  over  the  previous  year. 

Two  blind  persons  are  undergoing  training  at  the  Workshops  for  the  Blind, 
Fulwood,  one  in  basket  work  and  the  other  in  rush  seating  and  wire-drawn 
brushes.  Another  is  training  at  the  School  for  the  Blind,  Liverpool,  in  brush 
making. 

The  employees  at  the  Workshops  are  covered  by  a  Scheme  of  Payment  and 
Conditions  of  Service  under  which  a  guaranteed  minimum  wage  is  payable  and 
which  also  provides  for  an  incentive  bonus  system  on  all  earnings  above  a  fixed 
minimum  level. 

Two  retired  workshop  employees  are  enjoying  the  benefits  of  the  non¬ 
contributory  pension  scheme  operated  by  the  Council. 

Eighteen  blind  persons  are  employed  in  open  industry,  three  are  self- 
employed.  One  person  is  employed  on  the  Home  Workers  scheme  operated  by 
the  Council. 

The  placement  of  blind  persons  in  employment,  previously  carried  out  by 
the  placement  officers  of  the  Royal  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  was  taken 
over  as  a  direct  service  on  1st  April,  1953.  Visits  have  been  made  to  several 
firms  in  Preston  to  ascertain  whether  there  were  any  tasks  or  operations  which 
could  be  suitably  adapted  so  that  they  could  be  performed  by  blind  persons. 
Very  close  liaison  on  this  difficult  problem  was  maintained  with  the  appropriate 
officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service. 
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Deaf  and  Hard  of  Hearing. 

The  North  and  East  Lancashire  Welfare  Association  for  the  Deaf  provides 
a  full  range  of  services  for  registered  deaf  persons  and  the  Health  Committee 
has  continued  to  use  this  organisation  as  their  agents  in  promoting  the  welfare 
of  this  class  of  person.  The  Council  assist  the  Association  financially  and  during 
the  year  the  contribution  was  at  the  rate  of  £7  10s.  Od.  per  annum  for  each 
registered  deaf  person  residing  within  the  Borough,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Association,  but  excluding  those  persons  already  covered  by  alternative  welfare 
schemes,  e.g..  Deaf /Blind,  Schoolchildren,  persons  resident  in  Part  III  accom¬ 
modation,  and  in  hospitals.  Last  year  a  contribution  was  paid  in  respect  of  74 
persons. 

The  Association  maintains  its  own  premises  and  employs  staff  specially 
trained  in  the  needs  of  deaf  persons  and  competent  to  fully  converse  with  and 
interpret  through  manual  means  the  conversation  of  the  deaf.  In  addition  to 
spiritual  and  recreational  services  the  Association  affords  opportunities  for 
placement  in  industry,  industrial  welfare  and  visiting  of  the  infirm  and  sick. 


Other  Handicapped  Classes. 

The  Council’s  scheme  for  the  provision  of  welfare  services  for  handicapped 
persons  other  than  the  blind,  partially  sighted  and  deaf  persons,  approved  by 
the  Minister  of  Health  in  August,  1952,  enabled  the  Council  to  extend  its 
activities  to  this  class  of  person. 

As  a  start  to  the  implementation  of  the  scheme  a  social  centre  in  St.  Jude’s 
Parish  Hall  was  opened  in  May,  1953.  Meetings  are  held  on  Monday  afternoons 
where  these  persons  can  attend  for  handicraft  instruction  or  for  a  social  outing 
and  a  general  talk  with  other  people.  The  average  number  of  persons  attending 
was  10.  Two  instructors  were  engaged  in  a  part-time  capacity  and  visit  the 
homes  of  those  handicapped  persons  who  are  house-bound.  21  persons  are  being 
visited  at  home  and  are  receiving  instruction  in  simple  pastime  occupations, 
and  are  thus  encouraged  to  pass  the  hours  of  loneliness  in  usefulness  and  pleasure. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  a  Christmas  Party  was  organised  and 
arranged  by  the  staff  and  was  a  successful  social  event.  Assistance  in  the 
transport  of  these  people  was  given  by  various  members  of  the  public.  Monthly 
concerts  are  held  in  the  winter  at  St.  Jude’s  Hall  also. 

Active  co-operation  has  continued  with  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National 
Service  in  relation  to  the  provision  of  employment  for  the  physically  handicapped. 

The  Council  also  assisted  two  persons  in  meeting  the  cost  of  adaptations  to 
their  premises  so  that  they  could  gain  access  to  their  homes  in  their  wheelchairs 
more  easily. 


Details  of  persons  included  in  the  various  registers  of  handicapped  persons 
are  shown  as  follows  : — 


Table  81. 


Number  of  persons  registered  on  31st  December,  1954,  in  accordance 

with  handicap  and  age  group. 


Age 

Group 

Sex 

Blind 

T  'artially 
Sighted 

Deaf 

Hard  of 
Hearing 

Other 

handicapped 

persons 

1  + 

Male 

1 

Female 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

5  + 

Male 

— 

o 

Ld 

10 

3 

45 

Female 

2 

— 

1 

1 

45 

10  + 

Male 

2 

4 

4 

2 

66 

Female 

— 

1 

2 

1 

49 

16  + 

Male 

4 

1 

2 

— 

63 

Female 

1 

1 

1 

— 

46 

20  + 

Male 

6 

- - 

10 

1 

17 

Female 

•7 

- - - 

5 

6 

17 

30  + 

Male 

9 

9 

3 

14 

Female 

8 

— 

8 

4 

23 

40  + 

Male 

14 

2 

6 

3 

19 

Female 

15 

1 

8 

5 

20 

50  + 

Male 

16 

1 

3 

7 

19 

Female 

29 

4 

4 

16 

18 

60  + 

Male 

13 

1 

5 

3 

4 

Female 

19 

1 

5 

4 

6 

65  + 

Male 

13 

— 

2 

6 

9 

Female 

27 

1 

4 

6 

6 

70  + 

Male 

65 

3 

3 

13 

7 

Female 

124 

19 

1 

22 

21 

* 

Total 

369 

42 

93 

106 

516 

Aged. 

The  Preston  Council  of  Social  Service  have  continued  to  arrange  for  the 
visiting  of  those  aged  persons  who  desire  to  have  a  regular  friendly  visit,  and  any 
persons  needing  assistance  have  been  reported  to  the  department  at  an  early 
date  in  order  that  any  domiciliary  services  necessary  could  be  provided  immedi¬ 
ately.  Meetings  of  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Sub-committee  of  the  Council  of 
Social  Service  are  held  monthly  and  persons  being  visited  are  kept  under  active 
review. 


Protection  of  Property. 

The  moveable  property  of  four  persons  admitted  to  hospital  or  Part  III 
accommodation  was  protected  by  the  department,  but  it  was  not  necessary  to 
remove  the  furniture  from  the  house  in  any  of  the  cases.  At  a  later  date  the 
furniture  was  disposed  of  through  the  agency  of  this  section  at  the  request  of  the 


individuals  concerned.  The  houses  were  securely  fastened  and  arrangements 
made  for  police  surveillance.  The  National  Assistance  Board  issued  an  allowance 
to  pay  the  rent  in  one  case  whilst  the  person  was  in  hospital. 

In  a  further  fifteen  cases  personal  property  other  than  furniture  was  placed 
in  safe  keeping. 


Interments. 

Section  50  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  makes  provision  for  the  burial  or 
cremation  of  deceased  persons,  where  no  suitable  arrangements  have  already 
been  made,  and  empowers  the  Council  to  recover  expenditure  from  the  National 
Insurance  funds  where  applicable,  or  from  the  person’s  estate. 

During  1954,  9  interments  were  arranged  compared  with  16  in  the  previous 
year,  and  recoveries  were  effected  wherever  possible. 

Interments  are  arranged  in  accordance  with  set  recommendations  with 
agreed  scales  of  charges. 

The  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  regulations  at  present  provide  that  no 
man  aged  65  or  woman  aged  60  on  the  appointed  day  5th  July,  1948 — can 
qualify  for  a  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  Death  Grant.  There  appears  to  be 
little  likelihood  therefore  of  this  duty  decreasing  for  many  years  to  come. 


Table  82. 

Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  Persons. 
January  1st — December  31st,  1954. 

« 

Cause  of  Disability 

« 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

Total 

1.  No.  of  cases  registered 
during  the  year  in  respect 
of  which  para.  7c  of  Form 
B.D.8  recommends  : — 

(a)  No  Treatment 

10 

5 

— 

6 

21 

(b)  Treatment  (medical, 
surgical  or  optical)  ... 

8 

— 

— 

7 

15 

Total  ... 

18 

5 

13 

36 

2.  No.  of  cases  at  1(b)  above 
which  on  follow-up  action 
have  received  treatment 

4 

— 

— 

7 

11 

Table  83. 

Follow-up  of  Registered  Partially  Sighted  Persons. 
January  1st — December  31st,  1954. 


Cause  of  Disability 


Cataract 

Glaucoma 

■ 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Other 

Total 

No.  of  cases  registered 
during  the  year  in  respect 
of  which  para.  7c  of  Form 
B.D.8  recommends  : — • 

(a)  No  Treatment 

— 

1 

— 

2 

3 

(b)  Treatment  (medical, 
surgical  or  optical)  ... 

2 

2 

— 

4 

8 

Total 

2 

3 

— 

6 

11 

No.  of  cases  at  1(b)  above 
which  on  follow-up  action 
have  received  treatment 

2 

2 

— 

4 

8 

School  Health  Service. 


The  medical  and  nursing  staff  was  practically  at  full  strength  throughout 
the  year  and  as  a  consequence  more  pupils  were  inspected  than  in  an^^  year  in 
recent  memory.  The  opportunity  was  taken  of  carrying  out  routine  inspection 
of  entrants  to  nursery  schools  and  classes  and  of  secondary  school  children  at 
13/14  years  in  addition  to  the  usual  three  periodic  inspections.  The  nursing 
staff  has  been  able  to  devote  more  time  to  the  problem  of  cleanliness  and  to  the 
care  of  minor  ailments,  and  the  increased  numbers  of  defects  noted  at  medical 
examinations  and  of  children  treated  at  minor  ailments  clinics  are  associated 
with  these  facts  rather  than  with  any  increased  incidence  of  disease  in  the 
school  population,  with  the  possible  exception  of  impetigo  which  showed  an 
appreciable  rise  in  1953  and  1954. 

After  a  period  of  relative  immunity  acute  staff  shortage  hit  the  dental 
service  and  at  one  period  only  two  dentists  were  operating.  Complete  reorganisa¬ 
tion  of  the  work  was  necessary  to  meet  the  altered  circumstances  until  the  end 
of  the  year  when  the  staff  position  appeared  likely  to  be  restored  completely 
early  in  the  new  year. 


Periodic  Medical  Inspection. 

All  children  have  a  routine  examination  at  least  three  times  during  their 
school  career,  at  entry,  when  they  are  eleven  and  the  year  in  which  they  leave. 

This  fundamental  inspection  is  to  determine  their  physical  and  mental 
state  and  to  bring  to  light  any  hitherto  unrecognised  or  untreated  defects.  The 
examination  particularly  of  the  first  two  groups  can  not  be  completely  effective 
without  co-operation  and  consultation  with  the  parent  and  the  teacher. 


Table  84. 

Summary  of  children  seen  at  periodic  inspection. 

No.  of  Children 
inspected 

No.  of  occasions 
parent 
present 

Percentage  of 
parental 
attendances 

Entrants 

2,157 

1,537 

71.6 

Second  age-group  ... 

1,669 

507 

30.4 

Third  age-group 

1,569 

59 

3.8 

Other  periodic  inspections  . . . 

1,432 

154 

10.7 

Total 

6,827 

2,257 

33.1 

Considering  that  in  many  households  in  this  part  of  the  country  both 
the  parents  are  out  at  work  the  attendance  of  parents  at  the  infant  inspection 
is  fairly  good  but  only  one  hundred  per  cent  attendance  by  parents  at  this  age 
would  satisfy.  As  the  accompanying  table  shows,  the  attendance  at  the  second 
inspection  is  poor.  Poor  attendance  of  parents  with  the  third  age  group  is 
understandable  as  at  this  age  the  children  are  independent,  are  able  to  speak 
for  themselves,  and  indeed  in  some  instances  appear  embarrassed  by  the  presence 
of  a  parent. 

The  nutritional  state  of  the  children  examined  is  noted  in  table  85. 


Table  85. 

Nutritional  state  of  children  examined. 

Age-Groups 

No.  of 
Pupils 

A. 

(Good) 

B. 

(Fair) 

C. 

(Poor) 

%  of 

%  of 

%  of 

Inspected 

(1) 

(2) 

No. 

col.  2 

No. 

col.  2 

No. 

col.  2 

Entrants  ... 

2157 

1157 

53.6 

956 

44.3 

44 

2.0 

Second  age-group 

1669 

942 

56.4 

709 

42.4 

18 

1.1 

Third  age-group  ... 

1569 

1018 

64.8 

531 

33.8 

20 

1.3 

Other  periodic  inspections 

1432 

669 

46.7 

718 

50.1 

45 

3.1 

Total  1954  . 

6827 

3786 

55.5 

2914 

42.7 

127 

1.8 

1953  . 

6173 

3236 

52.4 

2761 

44.7 

176 

2.9 

1952  . 

6608 

3050 

46.2 

3350 

50.7 

208 

3.1 

1951  . 

5483 

2153 

39.3 

3164 

57.7 

166 

3.0 

1950  . 

5702 

2551 

44.7 

2923 

51.3 

228 

4.0 

1949  . 

5821 

1991 

34.2 

3597 

61.7 

233 

4.0 

1948  . 

5818 

1997 

34.3 

3663 

62.9 

158 

2.7 

1947  . 

4915 

1385 

28.1 

3349 

68.1 

181 

3.6 

This  is  very  much  a  subjective  opinion  and  doctors  can  differ  widely  in 
their  assessments  but  it  is  usually  accepted  that  if  the  child  is  in  A  or  B  it  is 
reasonably  satisfactory  and  the  variations  in  assessments  are  almost  entirely 
in  these  groups.  In  group  C,  the  unsatisfactory  children  nutritionally,  there  is 
usually  complete  agreement  between  medical  officers. 

The  number  of  children  who  are  classed  as  unsatisfactory  has  fallen  to  the 
lowest  yet  recorded,  a  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  and  an  indication  of  the  steady 
improvement  in  standards  of  care  throughout  the  community.  It  is  presumably 
a  reflection  among  other  things  of  full  employment,  high  wages,  school  meals 
and  milk  and  of  the  educative  effect  of  the  application  over  a  period  of  years  of 
the  associated  policy. 

Special  Inspection  and  Re-inspection. 

Conditions  found  at  periodic  inspections  may  demand  further  investigation 
before  a  final  decision  is  arrived  at,  and  of  course  defects  make  their  appearance 
in  the  intervals  between  inspections  so  that  children  seek  appointments  or  are 
referred  by  the  school  nurse  or  head  teacher  on  account  of  some  problem. 
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During  the  year  3,519  special  medical  inspections  and  10,181  re-inspections 
were  carried  out  by  the  medical  staff  at  the  special  inspection  sessions  arranged 
at  schools  or  the  clinics. 

The  number  and  type  of  defects  found  at  special  inspections  are  shown  in 
Table  86. 


Table  86. 

Defects  found  at  special  inspections. 

Defect  or  Disease 

Periodic  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

Number  of  defects 

Number  of  defects 

Requiring 

treatment 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

Requiring 

treatment 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

74 

160 

219 

122 

Eyes  (a)  Vision  ... 

364 

172 

267 

173 

(b)  Squint  ... 

34 

86 

26 

26 

(c)  Other 

13 

37 

24 

31 

Ears  (a)  Hearing... 

15 

43 

27 

39 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

20 

55 

34 

16 

(c)  Other  ... 

15 

50 

39 

53 

Nose  or  Throat 

164 

682 

244 

253 

Speech 

19 

50 

63 

56 

Cervical  Glands 

6 

205 

18 

29 

Heart  and  Circulation 

50 

141 

35 

53 

Lungs 

70 

348 

77 

191 

Developmental  (a)  Hernia 

— 

12 

2 

— 

(b)  Other... 

18 

100 

32 

7 

Orthopaedic  (a)  Posture 

42 

94 

27 

28 

(b)  Elat  foot 

113 

104 

34 

13 

(c)  Other... 

113 

209 

70 

74 

Nervous  system  (a)  Epilepsy 

1 

5 

2 

6 

(b)  Other 

1 

44 

11 

43 

Psychological  (a)  Development  ... 

3 

36 

6 

21 

(b)  Stability 

10 

37 

7 

18 

Other... 

55 

232 

308 

215 

The  treatment  of  conditions  found  to  occur  in  schoolchildren  may  be 
obtained  in  a  variety  of  ways  and  depends  on  the  nature  of  the  condition. 
A  group  of  conditions  commonly  recurring  and  usually  not  seen  by  the  family 
doctor,  but  treated  by  means  of  household  remedies,  are  classified  as  minor 
ailments  and  treatment  is  provided  by  the  school  nurse  in  attendance  at  the 
school  or  its  associated  clinic.  The  majority  of  more  serious  conditions  are 
normally  dealt  with  in  general  medical  practice  and  in  consequence  are  referred 
to  the  care  of  the  family  doctor.  Certain  special  conditions  for  the  ascertainment 
and  treatment  of  which  the  general  medical  service  was  not  originally  adapted 
to  handle  and  for  which  special  arrangements  have  been  developed  over  the 
years  include  the  ascertainment  and  treatment  of  defects  of  vision,  certain 
nose  and  throat  conditions,  orthopaedic  defects  and  mental  incapacity.  In 
addition  in  any  condition  the  effect  of  which  on  the  child  is  likely  to  be  long-term 
and  whose  educational  development  is  inevitably  involved  the  school  medical 
officer  necessarily  plays  an  important  part  in  determining  the  future  care  of 
the  child  in  relation  to  its  development  no  less  than  its  defect.  These  last  cases 
grouped  within  the  special  category  of  handicapped  children  are  the  special 
concern  of  the  school  medical  officer  so  long  as  they  remain  within  that  category. 

Minor  Ailments. 

Treatment  is  carried  out  by  school  nurses  at  schools  where  the  conditions 
permit  it  and  otherwise  at  associated  clinics.  The  number  and  nature  of  the 
conditions  treated  are  set  out  in  Table  87. 


Table  87. 

Minor  Ailments  Treated  (excluding  uncleanliness). 

Skin — 

Ringworm — Scalp— 

Number  of  Defects 
treated,  or  under 
treatment  during 

1953  1954 

(i)  X-ray  treatment 

1 

— 

(ii)  Other  treatment 

— 

— — 

Ringworm — Body 

9 

5 

Scabies 

29 

8 

Impetigo 

963 

1,074 

Other  skin  diseases 

Eye  Disease — 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding  errors  of  re- 

963 

1,490 

fraction,  squint  and  cases  admitted  to  hospital)  ... 
Ear  Defects^ — ■ 

(Excluding  serious  diseases  of  the  ear,  e.g.,  operative 

986 

1,090 

treatment  in  hospital,  etc.) 

822 

746 

Miscellaneous — 

(e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chilblains,  etc.)  ... 

19,269 

23,202 

Total 

22,558 

27,615 

Total  number  of  attendances  at  Authorities’  minor  ail- 

ments  clinics 

46,411 

50,589 
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Uncleanliness. 

The  figures  given  below  show  that  though  there  is  still  an  appreciable  head- 
louse  infestation  in  the  town  the  infestation  rate  of  11%  is  the  lowest  since  the 
war.  As  will  be  seen  a  markedly  greater  number  of  inspections  was  carried  out 
and  since  the  rate  is  expressed  in  terms  of  the  total  school  population  it  is  fair 
to  regard  this  year’s  figure  as  representing  a  real  reduction  in  infestation. 

The  work  done  by  the  head  cleansing  staff  at  Ellen  Street  and  Cuttle  Street 
has  increased  enormously.  In  1952,  924  children  made  1,370  attendances,  in 
1953  2,117  children  made  2,162  attendances,  whilst  in  1954  the  figures  were 
4,283  and  4,343  respectively. 


Table  88. 

Uncleanliness. 

Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by  the  school  nurses 

38,533 

Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested 

1,806 

Table  89. 

Percentage  of  School  Children  found  to  be  infested  during  10  years 

1945-1954. 

Year 

Estimated  School 

Number  found 

/o 

Population 

Infested 

Infested 

1954 

16,708 

1,806 

11 

1953 

16,162 

2,192 

14 

1952 

15,715 

2,209 

14 

1951 

15,340 

1,769 

12 

1950 

15,321 

2,266 

15 

1949 

15,216 

2,670 

18 

1948 

14,647 

2,214 

15 

1947 

13,963 

1,717 

12 

1946 

13,466 

3,521 

26 

1945 

13,771 

3,114 

23 

Special  Services. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic. 

An  average  of  two  sessions  are  held  each  week  for  examination  and  treat¬ 
ment  at  the  Open  Air  School  clinic  and  three  operating  sessions  per  week  at 
Sharoe  Green  Hospital. 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  : — 


Table  90. 

Work  carried  out  at  E.N.T.  Clinic. 

New  cases 

339 

Re-inspections  ... 

869 

Referred  for  treatment  in  hospital 

177 

,,  clinic  . 

107 

,,  ,,  re-inspection 

701 

, ,  , ,  X-rays  . 

112 

,,  ,,  audiometry  tests 

39 

Deaf  aid  clinic  ... 

6 

Total  attendances 

3,141 

Treatment — 

Operative  at  Sharoe  Green — Tonsils  and  adenoids 

446 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  other  nose  and  throat  conditions  ... 

25 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  diseases  of  the  ear 

4 

Audiometry  tests 

53 

Other  forms  of  treatment 

136 

The  Pure  Tone  Audiometer  and  the  Peep  Show  Assembly  continue  to  be 
used  in  the  diagnosis  and  prognosis  of  certain  ear  lesions.  During  the  year  53 
tests  were  carried  out  on  51  children. 


Ophthalmic  Clinics. 

(a)  Squint  Clinic. 

The  additional  clinic  provided  in  1951  has  resulted  in  the  arrears  of  work 
being  overtaken  and  there  is  now  no  waiting  list.  Figures  showing  the  work 
done  are  given  below. 


Table  91. 

Work  carried  out  at  Squint  Clinic. 

New  cases 

47 

Re-inspections  ... 

500 

Refractions  carried  out 

69 

Prescriptions  issued 

221 

Referred  to  orthoptic  clinic  ... 

1 

Referred  for  operative  treatment 

17 

Total  attendances 

547 
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(b)  Refraction  Clinic. 

Separate  sessions  are  still  held  thrice  weekly  for  the  correction  and 
treatment  of  defects  of  vision  not  including  squint. 


Details  of  the  work  are  given  below. 


Table  92. 

Work  carried  out  at  Refraction  Clinic. 

New  cases 

348 

Refractions  carried  out 

521 

Prescriptions  issued 

672 

Glasses  verified 

457 

Re-inspections  ... 

1,140 

Total  attendances 

1,935 

Paediatric  Clinic. 


A  clinic  is  held  once  a  fortnight  at  the  Open  Air  School  for  the  supervision 
and  care  of  children  suffering  mainly  from  cardiac  and  asthmatic  conditions. 

A  record  of  the  work  done  is  set  out  underneath. 


Table  93. 

Work  carried  out  at  Paediatric  Clinic. 

Number  of  individual  children  attended 

117 

New  cases 

54 

Re-inspections  ... 

205 

Total  attendances 

259 

Referred — X-ray 

20 

Admission  to  hospital] .. . 

2 

Other  forms  of  treatment 

28 

117  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  classified  as  follows 

Table  94. 

Cases  dealt  with  at  Paediatric  Clinic. 

Cerebral  Palsy  ... 

14 

Other  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

2 

Asthma  and  Associated  Conditions  ... 

22 

Bronchitis  and  Bronchiectasis 

12 

Cardiac  Lesions 

19 

Anaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

Rheumatism 

5 

Enuresis 

11 

Obesity  ... 

3 

Fits 

^  X  VW/  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

6 

Coeliac  Disease  ... 

2 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

20 
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Orthopaedic  Services. 

A  clinic  continues  to  be  held  monthly  at  the  Open  Air  School  at  which  all 
the  physiotherapists  attend  with  their  cases  to  see  the  orthopaedic  surgeon. 
Three  whole-time  and  one  part-time  physiotherapists  are  stationed  each  at  a 
district  clinic  where  intermediate  treatment  is  carried  out. 

A  record  of  the  work  done  at  the  orthopaedic  clinic  is  given  below. 


Table  95. 

Work  carried  out  at  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Number  of  individual  children  attended 

229 

New  cases  ... 

• « • 

55 

Totab number  of  attendances  made 

» •  • 

349 

Number  of  children  treated  as  in-patients  in  hospital 

• » 

4 

Number  of  Surgical  Appliances,  e.g.,  boots,  irons,  etc.,  supplied  through 

Centre 

•  •  • 

255 

Number  of  children  X-rayed 

45 

Defects  from  which  children  were  suffering 

Paralysis — ■ 

Infantile 

13 

Spastic 

15 

Deformities — 

Congenital 

47 

Traumatic 

9 

Other  ... 

98 

Rickets 

36 

Tuberculosis 

5 

Inflammations 

2 

Miscellaneous 

4 

T  otO/l  •  •  •  •  •  •  • .  • 

229 

Five  children  were  admitted  to  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  for  treatment. 

Five  hundred  and  thirteen  children  were  treated  at  the  district  clinics  by 
the  physiotherapists  during  the  year  and  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  received 
ultra-violet  therapy. 

School  Dental  Services. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Senior  Dental  Officer,  Mr.  J.  C.  Knowles,  for  the 
following  report  on  the  School  Dental  Services  for  the  year  1954  : — 

‘The  service  has  again  suffered  serious  depletion  of  operative  staff  during 
the  year  through  sickness  and  resignation.  One  dental  officer  was  absent  through 
serious  illness  from  April  26th  to  October  31st  and  another  resigned  on  transfer 
to  another  authority  on  April  30th.  This  left  one  dental  officer  on  full-tinie 
routine  school  work  plus  the  principal  dental  officer,  much  of  whose  time  is 
occupied  on  other  duties.  The  position  was  alleviated  on  November  1st  when 
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Mr.  Marshall  commenced  duty  at  Eldon  Street  Clinic  and  Mr.  Williams  resumed 
at  Cuttle  Street.  A  fourth  assistant  dental  officer  has  since  been  appointed  to 
take  up  duty  early  in  1955. 

‘The  amount  and  nature  of  treatment  accomplished  during  the  year, 
whilst  showing  a  very  marked  reduction  compared  with  last  year,  is  ail  that 
could  reasonably  be  expected  under  the  circumstances  prevailing.  Detailed 
figures  are  shown  in  Table  96. 

“Eldon  Street  Clinic  has  been  well  equipped  and  staffed  and  is  now  in  full 
operation.  It  is  recommended  that  much  of  the  old  equipment  at  North  Road 
Clinic  should  be  replaced  and  a  complete  dental  X-ray  installation  provided 
there  for  the  use  of  all  dental  officers  employed  by  the  authority.” 


Table  96. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

1.  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers- 

(a)  Periodic  Age  Groups 

•  •  • 

•  « 

7,987 

SjpOC13-ls  •••  .*•  •••  •••  ••• 

... 

•  •  • 

1,794 

9,781 

2.  Number  found  to  require  treatment  ... 

6,225 

3.  Number  referred  for  treatment 

5,506 

4.  Number  actually  treated 

4,240 

5.  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  ... 

8,559 

6.  Half-days  devoted  to  :  (a)  Inspections 

50 

(b)  Treatment 

1,232 

Total  (a)  and  (b) 

1,282 

7.  Fillings;  Permanent  Teeth 

3,804 

Temporary  Teeth 

1,472 

TotS/l  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

5,276 

8.  Number  of  Teeth  filled  :  Permanent  Teeth  ... 

3,145 

Temporary  Teeth  ... 

1,399 

Total 

4,544 

9.  Extractions:  Permanent  Teeth 

723 

Temporary  Teeth 

3,540 

Total 

4,263 

10.  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction 

1,555 

11.  Other  operations  :  Permanent  Teeth  ... 

2,612 

Temporary  Teeth  ... 

1,469 

T'otSfl  •••  ••• 

... 

•  •  • 

4,081 

Handicapped  Pupils. 

The  disposition  of  handicapped  pupils  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  shown  in 
Table  97. 


Table  97. 

Disposition  of  Handicapped  Pupils. 
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Educationally  Subnormal  Children. 

It  is  a  duty  of  the  Local  Education  Authority  to  ascertain  children  who  are 
not  able  to  benefit  from  education  in  the  normal  school  because  of  mental 
inability. 

Children  who  are  materially  handicapped  in  this  way  are  usually  known  to 
the  medical  staff  of  the  Health  Department  before  reaching  the  age  of  five  and 
are  kept  under  close  observation  throughout  early  life. 

Less  handicapped  children  go  to  school  in  the  ordinary  course  of  events 
when  deviations  from  the  usual  pattern  of  progress  are  noticed.  vSuch  children 
are  thoroughly  investigated  and  where  necessary  appropriate  advice  is  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Local  Education  Authority. 

A  medical  officer  must  be  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Education  before 
he  can  make  these  examinations.  Eour  of  the  school  medical  officers  are  so 
approved. 

The  majority  of  children  ascertained  as  educationally  subnormal  are 
admitted  to  the  E.S.N.  section  of  the  Open  Air  School  at  Moor  Park  a.s  day 
pupils  at  the  age  of  seven  years  or  over.  Very  close  attention  is  paid  to  these 
children  and  the  medical  officer  sees  both  them  and  their  parents  regularly. 
Towards  the  end  of  their  school  life  the  team  of  medical  officer,  headmaster  and 
youth  employment  officer  confer  amongst  themselves  and  with  the  parents  to 
determine  the  employment  likely  to  be  most  suited  to  the  child’s  capabilities. 

During  the  year  81  investigations  were  carried  out  and  the  following  table 
shows  the  results  of  these  : — 


Table  98. 

Education  Act,  1944,  sections  34  and  57.- 

and  reported  upon. 

-Children  examined 

No.  deemed  to  be  educationally  subnormal 

30 

Admission  to  day  special  school  for  E.S.N. 

» .  •  •  •  • 

20 

Remaining  in  day  special  school  for  physically  handicapped — 

dual  defects  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

3 

Special  tuition  in  ordinary  school 

. .  •  • .  • 

1 

Decision  deferred  until  age  of  seven  years 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

6 

No.  deemed  not  to  be  educationally  subnormal 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

26 

No.  recommended  for  transfer  from  day  special  to 

residential 

school 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

No.  reported  as  ineducable — S.57(3) 

•  •  •  •  4  • 

11 

No.  reported  as  needing  supervision — S.57(5) 

4  4  4  4  4  4 

12 

Total 

... 

81 

The  main  provision  for  the  educational  treatment  of  educationally  sub¬ 
normal  children  is  in  the  special  section  of  the  Open  Air  School  at  Moor  Park. 
Twenty-four  children  were  admitted  and  seventeen  discharged  during  the  year 
leaving  eighty-one  on  the  register  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
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Of  those  discharged  four  were  reported  to  the  Local  Health  Authority  under 
S.57(3)  and  eight  under  S.57(5)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  two  were  transferred 
to  residential  schools,  two  left  the  town  and  one  was  temporarily  discharged  for 
other  reasons.  Provision  is  also  made  at  residential  schools  belonging  to  other 
bodies  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  five  children  were  in  residence,  two  at  Pontville 
School,  Ormskirk,  and  three  at  Besford  Court,  Worcester. 


Physically  handicapped  and  delicate  children. 

Children  discovered  during  routine  or  special  inspections  in  ordinary  schools, 
children  unable  to  attend  school  because  of  physical  disabilities  and  children 
reaching  the  age  of  5  who  are  known  through  the  maternity  and  child  welfare 
service  to  be  suffering  from  disabilities  are  examined  by  the  school  medical 
officer.  If  these  children  are  ascertained  as  physically  handicapped  or  delicate 
children  one  of  four  courses  may  be  adopted. 

The  ideal  is  to  keep  these  children  as  much  as  possible  in  their  own  environ¬ 
ment  and  with  their  own  friends  and  where  it  is  thought  reasonable  and  proper 
they  remain  in  their  ordinary  school,  but  kept  under  very  close  observation  by 
the  school  medical  officer. 

Secondly,  they  may  be  recommended  for  admission  to  a  residential  special 
school,  or  thirdly  and  commonly,  they  may  be  recommended  for  the  day  special 
school,  which  is  the  Open  Air  School,  Moor  Park.  These  children  in  the  Open 
Air  School  are  kept  under  constant  medical  supervision  and  treatment  and  there 
are  special  facilities  for  physiotherapy,  sunlight,  graded  exercises  and  rest. 
They  also  have  extra  items  of  diet  in  addition  to  the  normal  school  meals  and 
milk.  Many  of  these  children  are  only  temporarily  handicapped  and  on  recovery 
return  to  normal  school  life.  As  a  result  of  this  turn-over  it  is  possible  to  satisfy 
the  need  for  places  at  the  Open  Air  School  without  creating  a  waiting  list. 

Finally,  some  of  these  children  are  too  unfit  to  attend  school  at  all  and 
home  teaching  is  then  provided  if  their  disability  is  likely  to  continue  for  any 
length  of  time. 

The  number  of  children  attending  the  Open  Air  School  and  the  reasons  for 
discharge  during  1954  are  shown  in  Table  99. 


Table  99. 

Children  at  Open  Air  School. 

Admitted 

46 

Discharged 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

50 

Number  on  register  at  31.12.54 

•  •  • 

... 

129 

Reasons  for  discharge. 

Fit  to  return  to  former  school 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

37 

Left  at  fifteen  years  of  age 

•  .  • 

12 

Left  district 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

1 
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Table  100. 

Classification  of  cases  admitted  to  Physically  Handicapped  Section 

of  Open  Air  School. 

Asthma 

4 

Otorrhoea 

1 

Bronchitis 

9 

Orthopaedic  defects  ... 

4 

Bronchiectasis 

2 

Rheumatic  heart  disease 

1 

Cerebral  Palsy 

1 

Rheumatism  ... 

1 

Delicate 

14 

Sarcoidosis 

1 

Epilepsy 

3 

Tuberculosis,  healed 

2 

Eczema 

1 

- — 

Haemophilia 

•  •  • 

1 

46 

Migraine 

... 

1 

The  number  of  physically  handicapped  or  delicate  children  in  residential 
schools  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  shown  in  Table  101. 


Table  101. 

Physically  handicapped  and  delicate  children  in 

residential  schools. 

Burrow  Hill,  Surrey 

1 

Convalescent  Home,  West  Kirby 

1 

St.  John’s,  Woodford  Bridge 

3 

St.  Joseph’s  Heart  Hospital  School,  Liverpool 

1 

Margaret  Barclays,  Mobberley  ... 

1 

Cerebral  Palsy. 

Young  children  suffering  from  cerebral  palsy  are  known  to  us  through  the 
maternity  and  child  welfare  service.  As  early  as  possible  they  are  assessed  as 
to  their  needs  and  abilities  after  careful  consideration  both  by  the  individual 
medical  officer  and  in  case  conference  with  the  paediatrician,  health  visitor  and 
educational  psychologist. 

Some  of  these  children  are  able  to  attend  an  ordinary  school.  Some  either 
because  of  physical  or  mental  reasons  are  unable  to  attend  any  school  and  the 
remainder  whose  physical  state  debars  them  from  ordinary  school  attend  the 
special  class  for  spastics  at  the  Open  Air  School. 

There  were  seven  borough  children  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  attending 
the  Open  Air  School  and  one  of  these  left  in  August  to  go  to  the  Lord  Mayor 
Treloar’s  School  for  training.  In  addition  there  were  in  attendance  two  children 
from  outside  authorities. 

All  the  children  are  now  able  to  go  to  the  baths  and  one  has  become  a  good 
swimmer.  Three  have  progressed  so  well  that  they  can  now  walk  in  and  out  of 
class  unaided,  a  feat  which  a  fourth  has  been  doing  for  some  time. 

One  boy  joined  the  main  school  classes  for  gardening  and  woodwork  and 
three  children  join  in  the  exercise  class  with  the  other  physically  handicapped 
children  in  this  school. 
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The  progress  made  by  the  children  suffering  from  this  disease  is  by  the  very  . 
nature  of  the  disease  slow  but  there  has  been  a  definite,  noticeable  improvement, 
as  can  be  seen  above,  during  the  last  year. 

Home  Teaching. 

The  provision  of  education  in  the  home  to  children,  who,  by  reason  of 
long-standing  illness,  were  unable  to  utilise  the  other  educational  facilities, 
special  or  otherwise,  provided  in  the  schools,  but  who  were  in  need  of  and 
would  benefit  from  education  continued  throughout  the  year. 

Table  102  below  indicates  the  use  made  of  the  services 


Table  102. 
Home  Teaching. 


Number  of  children  receiving  home  teaching 

at 

the  beginning  of  the  year  . . . 

16 

Number  of  new  children  added  ... 

»  •••  •••  ••• 

21 

Number  no  longer  in  need  of  home  teaching 

•  •••  •••  ••• 

14 

Admitted  to  hospital 

.  . 

.  • • •  ...  •  .  •  ... 

1 

Number  receiving  home  teaching  at  the  end 

of 

the  year 

22 

Speech  Therapy. 

During  the  year  1954  three  separate  speech  clinics  were  functioning,  three 
being  two  full-time  speech  therapists  and  one  part-time.  The  latter  visited  the 
Open  Air  School  twice  weekly  to  treat  the  children  suffering  from  cerebral  palsy. 

With  the  possession  of  a  full  staff  it  was  possible  to  review  the  long  waiting 
list  and  increase  the  number  of  children  undergoing  treatment. 

108  children  were  reviewed  and  treatment  commenced  in  99  of  these. 
Four  were  found  not  now  to  need  treatment  and  one  case  declined  treatment. 
Four  cases  were  placed  on  the  waiting  list.  82  children  were  under  treatment  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  in  51  cases  treatment  was  terminated  during  the  year 
and  130  remained  under  treatment  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Of  those  in  which  treatment  had  ceased  21  were  discharged  as  improved, 
19  ceased  to  attend  before  completion  of  treatment,  4  left  the  town  and  7  reached 
school-leaving  age. 

Of  the  21  cases  showing  improvement  at  the  end  of  treatment  16  were 
suffering  from  dyslalia,  3  from  stammering  and  2  from  nasal  speech. 

25  children  were  awaiting  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

OTHER  PROVISION. 

Physical  Education. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Tuson,  the  Chief  Education  Officer,  for  the  following 
notes  on  physical  education,  school  meals  and  milk  in  schools  : — 

"The  year  has  seen  further  developments  of  the  ‘New  Approach’  in  physical 
education  in  schools.  This  was  discussed  and  films  were  shown  at  a  primary 
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school  course  for  teachers  in  the  summer.  The  work  in  secondary  schools  has 
been  assisted  by  courses  in  hockey,  cricket  and  athletics  and  several  teachers 
joined  in  a  weekend  Outdoor-activity  Conference.  Local  school  sports  asso¬ 
ciations  have  staged  county  finals  in  swimming,  boxing  and  rounders. 

“The  scheme  for  individual  coaching  in  swimming  for  spastic  children  has 
now  become  an  established  part  of  the  school  swimming  scheme,  and  so  far  all 
children  have  learned  to  swim  by  the  completion  of  the  course. 

SCHOOL  MEALS. 

“The  School  Meals  Service  provides  milk,  dinners  and  teas.  Teas  and 
breakfasts  are  taken  at  the  Open  Air  School  and  Stoneygate  Nursery  School, 
and  during  the  summer  5,687  packed  dinners  and  5,415  packed  teas  were 
supplied  to  schools  going  on  educational  visits.  At  Christmas,  13,990  party  teas 
were  provided  for  school  parties,  compared  with  15,766  in  1953.  This  decline 
was  due  to  the  high  incidence  of  influenza. 

“A  total  of  60  dining  centres  catered  for  dinners  during  the  year.  A  summary 
of  the  findings  of  three  surveys  carried  out  gives  the  number  of  children  taking 
dinners  on  three  normal  school  days  : — 

February,  1954  ...  7,553. 

June,  1954  ...  7,651. 

October,  1954  ...  7,894. 

The  following  new  canteens  were  opened  during  the  year  : — 

Larches  County  Primary  School  Kitchen  and  Ribbleton  Hall  County 
Primary  School  Kitchen — 4th  January,  1954. 

St.  Maria  Goretti  R.C.  School  Dining  Room — 26th  April,  1954. 

Milk-in-Schools  Scheme. 

“During  the  year  1954,  some  2,996,582  bottles  of  milk  were  consumed  in  the 
Primary  and  Secondary  Schools,  representing  a  daily  average  of  14,880. 

“On  the  1st  October,  1954,  responsibility  for  the  administration  of  the 
Scheme  was  transferred  to  the  Local  Education  Authority,  the  Ministry  of  Food 
fully  reimbursing  the  cost.'" 


Convalescent  Homes. 

Twenty-six  children  were  examined  and  considered  suitable  to  be  sent  to 
the  Craig  Convalescent  Home,  Morecambe,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Preston 
Schoolchildren’s  Fund. 

The  Fund  opened  a  convalescent  home  of  its  own  (Thomas  Parkinson 
House)  at  St.  Annes-on-Sea,  on  the  5th  March  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  year 
two  hundred  and  four  children  were  examined  and  found  suitable  to  be  sent  there. 
The  children  may  be  sent  for  varying  periods  but  the  majority  have  gone  away 
for  two  weeks.  One  boy  went  for  four  weeks,  one  child  for  one  week  and  nine  for 
three  weeks. 


APPENDIX  I. 


The  Registrar  General’s  County  Report  for  Lancashire  based  on  the  census 
of  1951  and  containing  much  valuable  statistical  information  of  local  interest 
was  published  during  the  year.  Certain  of  the  data  relating  to  Preston  have 
been  included  in  this  appendix  partly  because  of  their  obvious  association  with 
the  present  considerations  of  the  council  on  the  housing  of  the  people  and  other 
matters  and  partly  to  have  them  readily  accessible  for  future  reference. 

The  figures  in  Table  103  show  the  great  variation  in  density  of  population 
from  76.7  persons  per  acre  in  St.  John’s  ward  to  10.8  in  Ashton  and  Ribbleton 
wards.  That  Avenham  ward  on  the  other  hand  should  have  4.3%  of  persons 
living  at  more  than  two  per  room,  though  it  shows  an  overall  room  density  of  0.75 
which  is  slightly  less  than  the  average  of  the  town  as  a  whole,  is  presumably  a 
reflex  of  the  wide  disparity  in  the  class  of  property  in  the  ward  and  the  fre¬ 
quency  with  which  lodgers  and  casual  accommodation  are  met  with  in  some  parts 
of  the  ward. 

A  feature  of  Table  104  is  that  five-roomed  houses  are  almost  as  numerous  in 
Preston  as  the  four-roomed  type  which  is  in  contrast  with  many  of  the  other 
industrial  Lancashire  towns  where  the  four-roomed  house  predominates  heavily. 
It  will  be  noticed  that  13,539  private  households  occupied  13,081  dwellings  of 
five  rooms  or  less,  that  is  to  say,  for  this  class  of  accommodation  households 
exceeded  houses  by  only  458  and  indeed  for  all  dwellings  of  whatever  size  the 
excess  households  numbered  only  1 ,058.  It  should  be  remembered  also  that  the 
figures  relate  to  April,  1951. 

Table  105  indicates  the  extent  of  possession  by  households  of  certain  ‘‘house¬ 
hold  arrangements”  that  throughout  the  years  have  gradually  moved  from  the 
class  of  luxury  until  today  they  are  accepted  as  normal  requirements  of  every 
household.  All  the  Lancashire  county  boroughs  and  the  administrative  county 
have  been  grouped  together  under  the  heading  of  ‘‘all  households”  in  Table  105 
for  purposes  of  comparison. 

These  figures  merit  close  and  detailed  study  when  it  is  seen  that  in  these 
days  with  television  in  every  other  home  eight  per  cent  of  households  in  Preston 
did  not  have  the  exclusive  use  of  such  essential  household  equipment  as  a  cooking 
stove  and  kitchen  sink,  and  seven  per  cent,  shared  sinks  and  water  closets. 
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Table  104. 

Dwellings,  Rooms  and  Households. 

STRUCTURALLY  SEPARATE  DWELLINGS 

NUMBER  OF  ROOMS 

1 

room 

2 

rooms 

3 

rooms 

4 

rooms 

5 

rooms 

6 

rooms 

7 

rooms 

8  or  9 
rooms 

10  or 
more 

rooms 

All  sizes 

Occupied 

Vacant 

Furnished  i  Others 

Total 

Dwellings  occupied  by  : 

1  Private  Household 

2  Private  Households 

3  or  more  Private  Households  ... 

156 

664 

3 

4,701 

59 

2 

13,903 

371 

20 

12,316 

545 

40 

1,474 

137 

28 

374 

51 

25 

172 

26 

32 

44 

7 

16 

33,804 

1,199 

163 

146,112 

5,851 

1,061 

33 

8 

8 

25 

1 

8 

146,170 

5,860 

1,077 

Total  Dwellings  occupied  '  W  Furnished  ' 
Dwellings  wholly  vacant  < 

156 

3 

2 

667 

10 

12 

4,762 

26 

59 

14,294 

73 

192 

12,901 

72 

108 

1,639 

13 

20 

450 

5 

9 

230 

2 

2 

67 

1 

35,166 

204 

405 

153,024 

49 

882 

34 

1,721 

153,107 

882 

1,721 

Total  Dwellings  occupied  and  vacant 

161 

689 

4,847 

14,559 

13,081 

1,672 

464 

234 

68 

35,775 

153,024 

931 

1,755 

155,710 

Number  of  Private  Households  therein  . . . 

156 

670 

4,825 

14,710 

13,539 

1,853 

587 

354 

139 

36,833 

Misce 

dlaneous  habitations  and  institutions  housing  non-private  households 

129 

N.B. — The  above  section  includes  8  caravans  comprising  9  rooms  occupied  by  8  households. 


Table  105. 


Private  Households  according  to  possession  of  certain  Household  arrangements. 


Total 

Number 

of 

House¬ 

holds 

Households  with  Household  Arrangements  as  follows  : — 

(E=  having  exclusive  use  ;  S —sharing  with  another  household  ;  N=  entirely  without) 

Piped  Water 

Cooking  Stove 

Kitchen  Sink 

Water  Closet 

Fixed  Bath 

All  five 

arrangements  E 

Stove  E,  S 

ink  E 

Bath  S  or  rs,  otner 
four  arrangements  E 

Sink  S  or  JN, 
Water  Closet  S  or  N 

Households 

/o 

Households 

0/ 

/o 

Households 

0/ 

/o 

Households 

/o 

Households 

o/ 

/o 

Households 

o/ 

/o 

Households 

A) 

Households 

o/ 

/o 

- - 

Households 

- - - - 

o/ 

Jo 

S 

N 

S  or  N 

S 

N 

SorN 

S 

N 

SorN 

S 

N 

SorN 

S 

N 

SorN 

All  Households 

36,833 

4,699 

24 

13 

2,421 

363 

8 

2,575 

63 

7 

2,982 

71 

8 

1,926 

17,285 

52 

16,930 

46 

33,870 

92 

14,557 

40 

2,604 

7 

'1  person 

4,231 

858 

5 

20 

515 

164 

16 

565 

26 

14 

684 

10 

16 

406 

2,609 

71 

1,123 

27 

3,495 

83 

2,034 

48 

584 

14 

Households 

2  persons 

10,099 

1,543 

9 

15 

852 

105 

9 

907 

19 

9 

1,069 

14 

11 

706 

4,970 

56 

4,252 

42 

9,084 

90 

4,100 

41 

921 

9 

comprising  -< 

3  persons 

9,188 

1,113 

5 

12 

600 

48 

7 

628 

7 

7 

698 

14 

8 

472 

.  4,117 

50 

4,429 

48 

8,502 

93 

3,531 

38 

624 

7 

4  or  5  persons 

10,511 

919 

4 

9 

360 

39 

4 

370 

11 

4 

425 

26 

4 

278 

4,432 

45 

5,616 

53 

10,097 

96 

3,886 

37 

373 

4 

^  6  or  more  persons  . . . 

2,804 

266 

1 

10 

94 

7 

4 

105 

— 

4 

106 

7 

4 

64 

1,157 

44 

1,510 

54 

2,692 

96 

1,006 

36 

102 

4 

Households 

'1  room 

156 

103 

7 

71 

67 

7 

47 

88 

8 

62 

114 

3 

75 

74 

69 

92 

9 

6 

52 

33 

18 

12 

95 

61 

in  single 

2  rooms 

663 

158 

3 

24 

101 

22 

19 

107 

7 

17 

169 

6 

26 

107 

269 

57 

265 

40 

529 

80 

176 

27 

109 

16 

household 

3  rooms 

4,699 

460 

1 

10 

55 

57 

2 

59 

4 

1 

122 

14 

3 

61 

3,631 

79 

952 

20 

4,579 

97 

3,162 

67 

56 

1 

Dwellings 

4  or  5  rooms... 

26,207 

1,418 

8 

5 

74 

206 

1 

74 

6 

0 

133 

34 

1 

60 

11,926 

46 

13,754 

52 

25,919 

99 

10,753 

41 

75 

— 

occupying 

^  6  or  more  rooms 

2,055 

104 

1 

5 

18 

10 

1 

19 

— 

1 

23 

6 

1 

21 

320 

17 

1,653 

80 

2,025 

99 

279 

14 

17 

1 

Total 

33,780 

2,243 

20 

7 

315 

302 

2 

347 

25 

1 

561 

63 

2 

323 

16,215 

49 

16,633 

49 

33,104 

98 

14,388 

43 

352 

1 

Households 

'1  room 

764 

658 

4 

87 

544 

44 

77 

608 

25 

83 

656 

1 

86 

373 

336 

93 

40 

5 

126 

16 

39 

5 

631 

83 

sharing 

2  rooms 

1,359 

1,108 

— 

82 

981 

15 

73 

1,022 

10 

76 

1,107 

5 

82 

731 

493 

90 

103 

8 

319 

23 

77 

6 

1,025 

75 

Dwellings  ■< 

3  rooms 

632 

489 

— 

77 

429 

2 

68 

439 

2 

70 

470 

2 

75 

346 

186 

84 

83 

13 

187 

30 

40  1 

6 

438 

69 

and 

4  or  5  rooms... 

268 

183 

- - 

68 

145 

— 

54 

148 

1 

56 

175 

- - 

65 

143 

53 

73 

59 

22 

115 

43 

13  ' 

5 

147 

55 

occupying 

^  6  or  more  rooms 

30 

18 

— 

60 

7 

— 

23 

11 

— • 

37 

13 

— 

43 

10 

2 

40 

12 

40 

19 

63 

1 

— 

— 

11 

37 

Total  .... 

3,053 

2,456 

4 

81 

2,106 

61 

71 

2,228 

38 

74 

2,421 

8 

80 

1,603 

1,070 

88 

297 

10 

766 

25 

169 

6 

2,252 

74 

Barrow  -in-Fumess 

19,923 

2,096 

68 

11 

1,346 

107 

7 

1,451 

106 

8 

1,638 

no 

9 

1,008 

7,586 

43 

11,050 

55 

18,289 

92 

6,486 

33 

1,512 

8 

Blackburn 

37,249 

2,514 

74 

7 

840 

737 

4 

937 

37 

3 

1,397 

262 

4 

616 

19,759 

55 

16,420 

44 

35,590 

96 

17,055 

46 

951 

3 

Blackpool 

.. 

44,912 

7,871 

192 

18 

5,161 

284 

12 

5,365 

227 

12 

6,520 

404 

15 

6,214 

3,986 

23 

33,288 

74 

39,131 

87 

2,731 

6 

5,541 

12 

Bolton 

54,920 

3,722 

39 

7 

1,434 

1,491 

5 

1,622 

85 

3 

2,479 

1,133 

7 

1,518 
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Table  106  records  the  marital  condition  of  the  population  subdivided  by  sex 
and  five-year  age  grouping  and  is  a  pointer  to  the  character  of  housing  that  is 
likely  to  be  required. 

Table  107  gives  the  spread-over  of  occupied  and  retired  men  of  15  years  and 
over  grouped  according  to  “Social  Class”.  In  statistical  studies  the  phrase 
Social  Class  has  come  to  bear  a  quite  precise  meaning  and  the  figures  given  in  the 
table  should  be  studied  with  that  in  mind.  The  Registrar  General's  explanatory 
note  reads  as  follows 

“Social  Class. — Each  occupational  unit  group,  besides  being  allocated  to 
Orders  and  Sub-Orders,  has  been  graded  to  one  of  five  groups  which  have  been 
traditionally  described  as  'Social  Classes',  as  follows  : 

Class  I — -Professional,  etc..  Occupations  ; 

Class  II — Intermediate  Occupations  ; 

Class  III — Skilled  Occupations  ; 

Class  IV — Partly-skilled  Occupations  ; 

Class  V— Unskilled  Occupations. 

“The  names  given  to  the  classes  are  indications  of  the  contents  of  each  class 
rather  than  definitions.  Each  occupational  unit  group  has  been  allocated  to  the 
class  considered  most  appropriate  for  the  group  taken  as  a  whole,  although  there 
may  be  individuals  just  falling  within  the  margin  of  that  group  by  virtue  of 
their  occupation  for  whom  the  social  class  grading  may  seem  less  appropriate. 
But  the  grading  is  no  more  than  a  convenient  re-arrangement  of  occupational 
unit  groups,  and  must  not  be  considered  as  if  it  were  a  separate  classification 
of  individuals.  The  criterion  remains  personal  occupation,  other  factors,  such 
as  income,  being  only  relevant  in  so  far  as  they  may  have  affected  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  occupational  classification.” 

The  restrictive  nature  of  the  antiquated  local  government  structure  which 
still  applies  today  is  brought  out  in  the  table  which  groups  the  local  government 
areas  that  are  functionally  interdependant  and  related  and  go  towards  the  make¬ 
up  of  a  single  unit,  the  greater  Preston  area.  The  professional  men  and  the 
black-coated  workers  tend  to  live  in  Penwortham  and  Fulwood  and  the  skilled 
cotton  mill  workers  and  engineers  live  inside  the  county  borough.  Walton-le- 
Dale  is  part  of  the  industrial  area  separated  from  the  town  only  by  the  river  and 
in  consequence  its  pattern  is  largely  identical  with  that  of  Preston,  except  that 
it  does  not  cater  for  the  drifting  unskilled  labour  group  which  tends  to  find  its 
accommodation  in  the  older  central  parts  of  Preston.  By  grouping  together 
Preston,  Fulwood,  Walton-le-Dale  and  Preston  rural  district  the  following 
proportions  are  obtained  :  29,  151,  534,  132  and  154.  This  pattern  approximates 
fairly  closely  to  that  of  the  administrative  rather  than  of  the  geographical 
county  and  is  presumably  explained  by  the  varied  nature  of  the  community 
activities :  partly  industrial,  partly  maritime,  partly  agricultural  and  partly 
professional  and  administrative  that  go  to  make  up  the  everyday  life  of  greater 
Preston. 
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APPENDIX  II 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  PRESTON. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 

MODIFICATIONS  OF  THE  COUNCIL’S  EXISTING  PROPOSALS  WITH 
REFERENCE  TO  SECTIONS  26  AND  28  OF  THE  NATIONAL  HEALTH 
SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 


SMALLPOX. 

'Other  Age  Groups. 

Arrangements  will  also  be  made  for  vaccination  or  revaccination  of  other 
persons  by  medical  officers  of  the  department  or  by  general  practitioners  in 
individual  cases  or  at  sessions.”  Approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health,  28th 
April,  1954. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

"The  local  health  authority  also  intends  to  make  arrangements  to  offer 
B.C.G.  Vaccination,  subject  to  the  necessary  preliminary  tests  and  to  obtaining 
parental  consent,  to  schoolchildren  between  their  thirteenth  and  fourteenth 
birthdays.  The  vaccination  will  be  carried  out  on  the  responsibility  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  medical  officers  expressly  designated  for  this 
purpose  by  the  authority.”  Approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health,  28th  May, 
1954. 


